
 

Did you participate in any of the following?  
Volunteering x 

If you answered ‘yes’ to any of the above, how did it enhance your career? 
I volunteered with the university of Chester jazz band for 3 years whilst doing my degree. I 
was musical director in my 3rd year performing several gigs throughout the year at church 
concerts, specialised events, busking and the Christmas lights turn on in Chester. It helped 
me have more experience conducting and playing in jazz and big band groups. 
 

Do you have any advice to offer future graduates? 
Get as much experience in your field of study as you can as it will help you later on. 
 

 

GRADUATE CASE STUDY 
Name of Graduate Stephanie Baker  

Employer Self-Employed 

Job Title Musician and Music Teacher 

Course Popular Music Performance 

Year of graduation 2014 

What attracted you to the University of Chester? 
  The Popular Music Performance course and the city of Chester. After studying classical 
music for all of my school education I wanted to go into Popular Music. 
 

What does your current role involve? 
I work as a musician gigging, teaching students and running a local choir whilst also 
working part-time bartending. 
 

How did you choose this type of work? 
I worked abroad for 1 month in India for an entertainment agency on a flute contract - 
this helped me experience that type of music work. I came back to the UK and set up my 
own choir as a start to working as a self-employed musician. 
 

How did you get into your current role? 
  A lot of the music work I get at the moment is through contacting venues or students 
who require a teacher. However the choir I set up on my own working with a local church 
and writing all choral arrangements myself. However, there's more I can do to ensure 
consistent work for example signing with a music agency who can offer higher rates for 
corporate events. 
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