
Placement Provider Case Study

Work Based Learning

“[Work Based 
Learning] enables 
students to try 
out a possible 

career route or 
try something 

completely 
different.“

Tomorrow’s Women 
Wirral
Karen Horner

We are a female only charity for women 
aged 18yrs and over. We are based in the 
heart of Birkenhead and host the proba-
tion service within our community cen-
tre. We have around 100+ visits per day 
from vulnerable women within Mersey-
side. The women who access the centre 
come from different areas, backgrounds 
and present with an array of issues from 
mental health, domestic violence, sub-
stance misuse and isolation to name but 
a few. 
Our centre is open to any Wirral women 
and has a very full timetable of activities 
daily ranging from confidence building, self-esteem, positive relationships, Basic English, yoga, floristry 
and cooking on a budget. There are over 105 Wirral agencies engaging with TWW to address all needs 
and issues of the women that attend. Its ethos is about women supporting women. 

Through having a number of students from different courses we expect the students to be outgoing, 
motivated, keen to engage and learn and importantly have an interest in women and women services. 
Students can get a great deal out of their placement as long as they have a willingness to get stuck in 
and become involved.  The benefits to us were an extra pair of hands to help, support and assist in what 
we deliver daily as a community centre and the great ideas that students can bring to their placement. 
Also by dealing with people in academia, awareness of TWW is heightened. 

Top tips for other placement providers would be to have a good structure so that the student gets as 
much out of the placement as possible. Be honest, fair and trusting in allowing the student to grow in 
experience. 

Would I recommend the University of Chester’s Work Based Learn-
ing scheme? Yes I would. It is first-hand experience of services that 
are out in people’s community and areas. It widens knowledge and 
understanding but also builds confidence and awareness. It enables 
students to try out a possible career route or try something com-
pletely different. It strengthens listening and communication skills 
and gives them a diverse education about today’s society.


