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The University of Chester is one of only a small number of UK 
universities to have its own publishing operation. Founded in 2001 
and launched as the University of Chester Press in 2011, the aim is to 
disseminate excellent original research and creative work from within 
the University, together with publications with a significant relationship 
to the history, life and culture of Chester and its surrounding area.
 
Managed by an Editorial Board and supported by a critical peer 
review process, the University of Chester Press seeks to ensure that 
the University’s core value of excellence in learning, teaching, research 
and innovation is evident throughout its list of publications. The Press 
aims to provide authors with a cost-effective means of publishing their 
research, together with a personal approach.
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2013 titles 

Claire H. Griffiths, Contesting 
Historical Divides in Francophone 
Africa, 2013, ISBN 978-1-908258-
13-8, 2013, £14 .99 .
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Contesting Historical Divides 
in  

Francophone 
Africa

Edited by 

Claire H. Griffiths

From Senegal in 
the west to the 
Comoros islands 
in the east, this 
collection of 
essays casts a 
critical eye over 
fifty years of 

“independence” in former French 
colonial possessions of Africa and 
the Indian Ocean. With methods 
and perspectives that cross 
traditional disciplinary barriers, 
Contesting Historical Divides in 
Francophone Africa proposes fresh 
insights into the process of 
decolonisation in this part of the 
world.

Cassandra A . Ogden and Stephen 
Wakeman, Corporeality: The Body 
and Society, 2013, ISBN 978-1-
905929-97-9, £12 .99 .

Corporeality:
The Body and Society
Edited by Cassandra A. Ogden and Stephen Wakeman

 ISS Issues in the Social Sciences: 8 Regardless of 
how a person 
spends her or 
his day, in a 
classroom, in 
work or outside 
employment, 
whatever our 

thoughts, beliefs and experiences 

of life, all living is embodied. We 
are of and within our bodies. 
During the last thirty years, social 
scientists have increasingly turned 
their attention to the body as a site 
of both theoretical engagement 
and empirical exploration. 
Recently, public discourse has also 
become preoccupied with 
embodied debates: the obesity 
crisis and the London 2012 
Paralympics have located the 
body firmly in the realm of public 
interest. The new essays collected 
in Corporeality: The Body and Society 
demonstrate some of the unique 
advantages attainable through 
studying the body sociologically. 
Focusing in on a series of 
embodied fields related to lifestyle 
media, war, disability, drugs and 
mental health, the book re-states 
the fundamental importance of a 
body-centred approach in the 
social sciences. Work by 
established experts in the field sits 
side by side with new voices to 
provide an accessible and 
stimulating snap-shot of the role 
of the body in society in the 
early-twenty first century.

University of Chester 
Press
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Emma L . E . Rees (Editor), Lost 
and Found: Short Stories from the 
Cheshire Prize for Literature 2012, 
2013, ISBN 978-1-908258-10-6, 
£11 .99 .

LOSt and FOund
Short Stories from the Cheshire Prize for Literature 2012

edited by Emma L. E. Rees

‘He is my 
miracle,’ says 
Sarah Frost 
Mellor’s 
protagonist, of 
her lover, Joe: 
‘Found by 
accident, in the 

least likely of places.’ Sarah won 
the 2012 Cheshire Prize for 
Literature with her short story 
‘Udumbara in Lytham St Anne’s’, 
and it’s in this modest seaside 
town that Lost and Found begins. 
Reading through the stories in this 
collection, the reader will ‘find’ 
many things: surreal flotsam on a 
desolate beach; a love letter 
mislaid for decades; turns of 
phrase in a classroom; 
relationships shaped in unusual 
settings. But to find something 
means simultaneously to 
acknowledge the possibility of 
loss. And loss figures largely in 
the anthology, too: from beloved 
relatives, to despised spouses, and 
from inconsequential objects to an 
individual’s very sense of self, 
life’s losses are portrayed here in a 
variety of humorous, dark, and 
frequently surprising ways.

Simon Gwyn Roberts, Shades 
of Expression: Online Political 
Journalism in the Post-Colour 
Revolution Nations, 2013, ISBN 
978-1-908258-07-6, £13 .99 .

Online Political Journalism in 
the Post-Colour Revolution 
Nations

Simon Gwyn Roberts

SH
A

DES OF EXPRESSION    Simon Gwyn Roberts

University of Chester Press
Parkgate Road, Chester CH1 4BJ

http://www.chester.ac.uk/university-press
Price £13.99 (paperback) 
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The Colour Revolutions in the former Soviet Union were arguably the twenty-first 
century’s first successful attempts to overthrow political elites through mass protest 
and civic society activism. They are of intrinsic interest to media scholars because 
concepts of media freedom were located at the heart of the protests against semi-
autocratic post-Communist regimes and have continued to characterise political debate 
in Georgia, Ukraine and Kyrgyzstan.
 
The ideals that underpinned the events were echoed several years later in the Arab 
world, and both initially involved influential networks of activists ranged against political 
elites. The events of the Arab Spring were often facilitated and given added impetus 
by the advances in news media technology which had taken place over the latter half 
of the decade and which allowed for more effective networked communications and 
a more open public sphere to thrive, even in autocratic environments. But while the 
role of evolving media technologies has been extensively analysed and critiqued in the 
context of the Arab world, its use in the more mature post-Revolution environments of 
the former Soviet Union has been largely overlooked.
 
This book captures a “snapshot” of the contemporary role of online journalism in rapidly 
evolving post-Soviet, post-Colour Revolution political environments, exploring the wider 
journalistic and political context alongside the use and influence of online news sites. 
In particular, it aims to fill a gap in the literature by undertaking qualitative work in the 
post-Colour Revolution nations which seeks to assess the views of active journalists on 
the role of online political journalism in those environments.

This book 
captures a 
‘snapshot’ of the 
contemporary 
role of online 
journalism in 
rapidly evolving 
post-Soviet, 

post-Colour Revolution political 
environments, exploring the wider 
journalistic and political context 
alongside the use and influence of 
online news sites. In particular, it 
aims to fill a gap in the literature 
by undertaking qualitative work 
in the post-Colour Revolution 
nations which seeks to assess the 
views of active journalists on the 
role of online political journalism 
in those environments.

2012 titles

Ros Aitken, The Prime Minister’s 
Son. Stephen Gladstone, Rector of 
Hawarden, 2012, ISBN 978-1-
908258-01-4, £14 .99 . 

This newly 
researched 
biography 
presents an 
intimate picture 
of Stephen 
Gladstone, 
the previously 

ignored son of Prime Minister 
William Gladstone, whose life was 
tormented by the expectations 
and interference of his father, his 
mother Catherine and his sister 
Mary. This wide-ranging book sets 
his fascinating character, caught 
between duty and self-doubt, 
firmly in its historical context, 
tracing his progress through the 
horrors of a nineteenth-century 
prep school, his thirty-two years 
as the reluctant and restless Rector 
of Hawarden, his mysteriously 
acquired final incumbency and the 
desolating personal effects of the 
First World War.

Derek Alsop, More Bagpipe 
Music: Poems on Scotland, 2012, 
ISBN 978-1-908258-05-2, £7 .99 . 
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Derek Alsop
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http://www.chester.ac.uk/university-press
Price £7.99 (paperback) 

ISBN 978-1-908258-05-2

9 781908 258052

Scotland – its cities, mountains, landscapes, wildlife, poetry, art and music – is 
the theme of this collection of poems. From Glasgow to Aberdeen, from Skye to 
Lower Largo, Derek Alsop traverses the country, exploring its history, mythology 
and culture with a keen outsider’s eye. What emerges is a land of incomparable 
richness, diversity and beauty. Whether the subject is the seals of Portnahaven or 
the birds of Jura, the whisky of Islay or the races at Ayr, Alsop finds his own view 
of Scotland. There are darker moments, too, as the violent history of Scotland 
reveals itself amongst the ruins, monuments and glens. Siân Hughes, winner 
of the Arvon International Poetry Competition and author of the prize-winning 
volume The Missing, has said: ‘Derek Alsop is a well-respected teacher of poetry, 
and now it turns out he is also a very winning poet in his own right’.

Scotland – its 
cities, 
mountains, 
landscapes, 
wildlife, poetry, 
art and music – 
is the theme of 
this collection of 

poems. From Glasgow to 
Aberdeen, from Skye
to Lower Largo, Derek Alsop 
traverses the country, exploring 
its history, mythology and culture 
with a keen outsider’s eye. What 
emerges is a land of incomparable
richness, diversity and beauty. 
Whether the subject is the seals 
of Portnahaven or the birds of 
Jura, the whisky of Islay or the 
races at Ayr, Alsop finds his own 
view of Scotland. There are darker 
moments, too, as the violent 
history of Scotland reveals itself 
amongst the ruins, monuments 
and glens.

This newly researched biography presents an intimate picture of Stephen 
Gladstone, the previously ignored son of Prime Minister William 
Gladstone, whose life was tormented by the expectations and interference 
of his father, his mother Catherine and his sister Mary.  This wide-ranging 
book sets his fascinating character, caught between duty and self-doubt, 
fi rmly in its historical context, tracing his progress through the horrors of 
a nineteenth-century prep school, his thirty-two years as the reluctant and 
restless Rector of Hawarden, his mysteriously acquired fi nal incumbency 
and the desolating personal effects of the First World War.

‘Elegantly crafted and meticulously researched, this book casts an 
interesting light on the life and career of the least well-known of William 
Gladstone’s children, and will appeal both to the general and the specialist 
reader. It offers a glimpse behind the scenes of the Gladstone family and 
an insight into life lived in the shadow of the Grand Old Man of Victorian 
politics, who sought to manage his offspring – even as adults – with the 
same rigour with which he managed affairs of state.’
Anne Isba, author of Gladstone and Women

‘Ros Aitken’s well researched and lively study illuminates both the 
neglected relationship between William Gladstone and his ordained son 
and, more generally, the challenges, which faced parochial clergy in the 
later Victorian era.’
Dr Roland Quinault, Senior Research Fellow,  Institute of Historical Research
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University of Chester Press
Parkgate Road, Chester CH1 4BJ

http://www.chester.ac.uk/university-press
Price £14.99 (paperback) 

ISBN 978-1-908258-01-4

9 781908 258014
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Jaki Brien (Editor), Wordlife: 
Stories and Poems for Children 
from the Cheshire Prize for 
Literature 2011, 2012, ISBN 978-1-
905929-98-6, £10 .99 . 

In 2011 The High Sheriff’s Cheshire Prize for Literature was for a short story or poem 
suitable for seven- to fourteen-year-old readers. Wordlife includes the very best of 
the entries for the competition. Some are startling, some are very funny, some take 
you to quiet and comfortable places while others may make you very uncomfortable 
indeed. All these stories and poems remind us  both that the real and imaginary lives 
of children are rich and complex and that literature helps children to make sense 
of their own lives, empathise with the lives of others and play with ideas which 
transform the ordinary into the fabulous. Discovering that well-chosen words have 
the power to take us into another life is what changes ‘children who can read’ into 
enthusiastic readers who love books. Wordlife has something for every reader, adult 
or child: enjoy it! 

The Cheshire Prize for Literature was inaugurated in 2003 as The High Sheriff’s 
Cheshire Prize for Literature. It is funded by Bank of America and administered by 
the University of Chester. The 2011 competition was for children’s literature and this 
anthology contains some of the short-listed entries, including those of the eventual 
winners. Details of the prize are available at www.chester.ac.uk/literatureprize

University of Chester Press
Parkgate Road, Chester CH1 4BJ

http://www.chester.ac.uk/university-press
Price £10.99 (paperback) 
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ISBN 978-1-905929-98-6

9 781905 929986

ISBN 978-1-905929-98-6

9 781905 929986

WORDLIFE
Stories and Poems for Children

from the Cheshire Prize for Literature 2011

Introduction by Toby Forward

edited by Jaki Brien

Rachael Bate
Sheila Blackburn
Hilary Bowen    
Catherine Bruton
Pat Davies          
Ingrid Dean
Barbara Holliday
Catherine Jones

Derek Matthews
Jo Mayers
Don Nixon
Paul Palmer
Gabrielle Pearson Heavisides
Tanya D. Ravenswater
Patricia Roberts
Rosamund Roberts

Lisa Jane Rowlands
Nicola Russell-Johnson
Beverley Sims
Andrew Smith
Angela Topping
Naomi Walker
Stephen Wrigley

THE CONTRIBUTORS

Cover image by Russell Kirk

C
H

ESTER

In 2011 The 
High Sheriff’s 
Cheshire Prize 
for Literature 
was for a short 
story or poem 
suitable for 
seven- to 

fourteen-year-old readers. 
Wordlife includes the very best of 
the entries for the competition. 
Some are startling, some are very 
funny, some take you to quiet  
and comfortable places while 
others may make you very 
uncomfortable indeed.
All these stories and poems 
remind us both that the real 
and imaginary lives of children 
are rich and complex and that 
literature helps children to 
make sense of their own lives, 
empathise with the lives of 
others and play with ideas which 
transform the ordinary into the 
fabulous. Discovering that well-
chosen words have the power 
to take us into another life is 
what changes ‘children who can 
read’ into enthusiastic readers 
who love books. Wordlife has 
something for every reader, adult 
or child: enjoy it!

Sharon M . Varey and Graeme 
J . White (Editors), Landscape 
History Discoveries in the North 
West, 2012,  
ISBN 978-1-908258-00-7, £12 .99 . 

LANDSCAPE HISTORY 
DISCOVERIES 

IN THE NORTH WEST

Edited by Sharon M. Varey 
and Graeme J. White

with an Introduction by Dai Morgan Evans

From optical remote-sensing technology (lidar) to more traditional forms 
of landscape analysis and documentary research, this volume brings 
together the work of both amateur and professional historians and 
archaeologists, united in their enthusiasm for the landscape of north-
west England and north-east Wales. This collection of research papers 
arose from the Chester Society for Landscape History’s 25th anniversary 
conference and includes a wealth of illustrations. The publication offers 
new insights into a wide range of features indicative of the region’s 
history between the twelfth and the twentieth centuries, including 
residential buildings, settlement patterns, the names and boundaries of 
fi elds, and the legacy of developments in transport and industrialisation: 
a collection of ‘landscape discoveries’ to be shared.  

University of Chester Press
Parkgate Road, Chester CH1 4BJ

http://www.chester.ac.uk/university-press
Price £12.99 (paperback) 

ISBN 978-1-908258-00-7

9 781908 258007
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From optical 
remote-sensing 
technology 
(lidar) to more 
traditional forms 
of landscape 
analysis and 
documentary 

research, this volume brings 
together the work of both amateur 
and professional historians and 
archaeologists, united in their 
enthusiasm for the landscape of 
north-west England and north-
east Wales. This collection of 
research papers arose from the 
Chester Society for Landscape 
History’s 25th anniversary 
conference and includes a wealth 
of illustrations. The publication 
offers new insights into a wide 
range of features indicative of the 
region’s history between the 12th 
and the 20th centuries, including 
residential buildings, settlement 
patterns, the names and 
boundaries of fields, and the 
legacy of developments in 
transport and industrialisation: a 
collection of ‘landscape 
discoveries’ to be shared.

2011 titles

Emma Rees (Editor), Still Life: 
Poetry from the Cheshire Prize for 
Literature 2010, 2011,
ISBN 978-1-905-929-88-7, £6 .99 .

In a hot Spanish 
kitchen a little 
boy’s mouth 
waters as he 
daydreams 
about the citrus 
tang of freshly-
squeezed juice; 

in the weak sunlight outside a 
Russian Orthodox church, 
splinters of wood ‘dance’ like so 
many motes of dust; and in a 
camp in Germany three prisoners 
of war look upwards and marvel 
at the near-weightless liberty of 
the birds they see. These are some 
of the exquisite moments – almost 
visual in their vibrancy – that are 
captured in the pages of Still Life. 
In this rich and textured 
anthology, the mundane is 
transfigured as poets attempt to 
answer – or at least to establish – 
the ‘big’ questions of life. In being 
recalled and recorded in poetry, 
‘still lives’ are endowed both with 
vitality and with a particular kind 
of immortality, too.

Bruce Ing, Biodiversity in the 
North West: The Slime Moulds of 
Cheshire, 2011,
ISBN 978-1-905929-91-7, £11 .99 .

Biodiversity in the north West: 
The Slime Moulds of Cheshire

Bruce ing

The county of 
Cheshire, in its 
broadest, 
historical sense, 
has a rich 
diversity of 
wildlife, linked to 
a varied geology 

and land use. This is an account of a 
group of strange but fascinating 
organisms, the slime moulds, which 
straddle the boundaries between 
fungi and protozoans. After a short 
introduction to the biology and 
ecology of slime moulds, the physical 
and ecological environment of wider 
Cheshire is described. The main body 
of the work is a detailed catalogue of 
all the species ever recorded in the 
district. The records date back into 
the 19th century but are mostly 
concentrated in the last 40 years, 
since the author came to Chester. 
There are more than 90 maps, on a 5 
km grid square base, of the 
commoner species. The author, who 
is Visiting Professor of Environmental 
Biology at the University of Chester, 
has studied slime moulds since 1957 
and is a world authority on the 
group. He has published more than 
200 papers on slime moulds and 
fungi and has produced the standard 
work on the British and Irish species.
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Lisa Peters, Politics, Publishing 
and Personalities: Wrexham 
Newspapers, 1848-1914, 2011, 
ISBN 978-1-905929-87-0, £12 .99 .

Politics, 
Publishing and 
Personalities: 
Wrexham 
Newspapers, 
1848-1914 gives a 
unique insight 
into the world of 

provincial newspaper publishing 
in a North Wales town during the 
Victorian and Edwardian eras.  
Wrexham’s position on the Welsh 
border meant that its local 
newspapers had to compete with 
those from Shropshire, Cheshire 
and the rest of North Wales and 
this rivalry, together with differing 
political allegiances, often led to 
conflict between proprietors in the 
effort to gain the highest 
circulation.  Politics, Publishing and 
Personalities draws together the 
battles to establish successful titles 
against the backdrop of British and 
Welsh politics and reveals the 
personalities involved in this 
microcosm of local society.

Chester Academic Press
(before 2011)
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Cheshire Prize for 
literature anthologies

Details of the Prize are available 
at http://www.chester.ac.uk/
literatureprize

Peter Blair (Editor), Edge Words: 
Stories from the Cheshire Prize for 
Literature 2006, 2007,
ISBN 978-1-905929-29-0, £6 .99 .

A fishmonger dreams of romance in the Orkneys, an emigrant comes home from 

South Africa, and a backpacker tries to quell his wanderlust.  An army cadet plots 

revenge on a bully, a soldier’s actions in Kosovo have unexpected consequences, 

and a veteran wrestles with what he did as a Japanese prisoner of war.

These are just some of the stories in a collection that locates the local within the 

international, and discovers the extraordinary in the everyday.  Couples fall in and 

out of love, families fracture and endure.  Dogs are less than man’s best friends, and 

sinister creatures are conjured by the darkness.  Ghosts haunt a guesthouse and a 

computer, while clocks tell more than the time.

This collection embraces the full range of human experience, from first kiss to last 

rites – and beyond.  In his Foreword, Ashley Chantler praises the way in which the 

contributors enable us to see the world afresh, to experience the stoniness of stones.  

Dropped through the surface of life, these stories sound the depths and ripple out to 

explore the edges of our worlds.

THE CHESHIRE PRIZE FOR LITERATURE was inaugurated in 2003.  It is funded by the MBNA 

Foundation, and administered by the University of Chester.  The fourth competition was for a short 

story.  This collection contains 20 of the short-listed stories, including the eventual prizewinners.  

Details of the Prize are available at www.chester.ac.uk/literatureprize  

Chester Academic Press
University of Chester
Parkgate Road, CHESTER CH1 4BJ

http://www.chester.ac.uk/academicpress/
Price £6.99 (paperback) 
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EDGE WorDs
20 stories from the Cheshire Prize for Literature 2006

edited by Peter Blair

An anthology of 
20 of the best 
stories entered 
for the 2006 
Cheshire Prize 
for Literature, 
including the 
four prize-

winning entries. The stories are 
extremely varied. A fishmonger 
dreams of romance in the 
Orkneys, an emigrant comes home 
from South Africa, and a 
backpacker tries to quell his 
wanderlust. An army cadet plots 
revenge upon a bully, a soldier’s 
actions in Kosovo have 
unexpected consequences, and a 
veteran wrestles with what he did 
as a Japanese prisoner of war. This 
is a collection that locates the local 
within the international and 
discovers the extraordinary in the 
everyday. Couples fall in and out 
of love, families fracture and 
endure. Dogs are less than man’s 
best friends, and sinister creatures 
are conjured by the darkness. 

Ghosts haunt a guesthouse and a 
computer, while clocks tell more 
than the time. The collection thus 
embraces the full range of human 
experience, from first kiss to last 
rites and beyond, enabling us to 
see the world afresh, dropping 
through the surface of life, 
sounding the depths and rippling 
out to explore the edges of our 
world.

Peter Blair (Editor), Elements: 
Poems from the Cheshire Prize for 
Literature 2007, 2008,
ISBN 978-1-905929-57-3, £6 .99 .

An anthology of 
new poems 
entered for the 
Cheshire Prize 
for Literature 
competition in 
2007. This 
contains poems 

by 15 short-listed entrants, 
including the eventual 
prizewinners. From the chemical 
composition of salt to the 
influence of the stars, this 
collection explores the things that 
make us what we are. Moments 
are excavated and preserved, the 
deep archaeology of life revealed: 
the accretions of history, the 
well-springs of wonder. The poets 
attempt to see into the lives of an 
extraordinary diversity of others 
from suburban rain-dancers to 

Turkish sword-swallowers, from 
soaring kestrels to stranded seals, 
from soldiers to snowdrops. In 
rich and surprising ways, the 
poems that make up this collection 
explore the elements of our world.

Jaki Brien (Editor), Wordscapes: 
Stories and Poems for Children 
from the Cheshire Prize for 
Literature 2008, 2009,
ISBN 978-1-905929-74-0, £6 .99 .

An anthology of 
some of the best 
entries for the 
2008 High 
Sheriff’s 
Cheshire Prize 
for Literature, 
which was for a 

piece of writing suitable for 7-14 
year-old readers. It includes 
stories by the winner of the 
Cheshire Prize, John Latham, and 
of the Young Readers’ Prize, Sheila 
M. Blackburn, and poems by the 
two runners-up, Caroline 
Hawkridge and Stephen Wrigley.

Jaki Brien (Editor), Word 
Weaving: Stories and Poems for 
Children from the Cheshire Prize 
for Literature 2005, 2006,
ISBN 978-1-902275-90-1, £6 .99 .

A collection of 
the best entries 
for the Cheshire 
Prize for 
Literature 2005, 
which was for 
an original and 
previously 

unpublished piece of writing for 
children. The 18 stories and two 
poems in the anthology include 
the eventual prize winners. The 
first prize was won by David 
Whitley and the runner-up prizes 
by Tricia Durdey and Sheila 
Powell, while John Mead won the 
prize awarded for the entry that 
most impressed an advisory panel 
of young readers. The book also 
contains an introduction by the 
former Children’s Laureate, 
Michael Morpurgo, who 
contributed to the final stages of 
the judging.
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Ashley Chantler (Editor), Life 
Lines: Poems from the Cheshire 
Prize for Literature 2004, 2005, 
ISBN 978-1-902275-51-2, £6 .99 .

Life Lines
POEMS FROM THE CHESHIRE PRIZE FOR LITERATURE 2004

Edited by Ashley Chantler

A collection of 
the best entries 
for the Cheshire 
Prize for 
Literature 
competition in 
2004, which was 
for an original 

and previously unpublished 
poem, or collection of poems, not 
exceeding 100 lines in total. The 
collection contains poems by 23 
entrants, including the eventual 
prize winners.

Ashley Chantler (Editor), Prize 
Flights: 20 Stories from the Cheshire 
Prize for Literature 2003, 2004, 
ISBN 978-1-902275-37-3, £6 .99 .

A collection of 
20 of the best 
stories 
submitted for 
the inaugural 
Cheshire Prize 
for Literature 
competition, in 

2003, which was for a short story 
of no more than 2,500 words. The 
stories of all the eventual prize-
winners are included.

Emma L . E . Rees (Editor), Zoo: 
Short Stories from the Cheshire 
Prize for Literature 2009, 2010,
ISBN 978-1-905929-83-2, £6 .99 . 

A penguin sits calmly in a classroom, a past-it actor confronts a spectre, and air 
raid sirens ring out over the Mersey. Elsewhere, a lonely child prays to a dead pop 
star, a social misfi t learns something important, a misanthrope is reformed by an 
unlikely companion, and a boy imagines beauty where others see only ugliness. 

This is Zoo, where the quotidian and the sublime are juxtaposed and where we 
can imagine ourselves – momentarily, at least – living the lives of others. As 
spectators we progress from one cage to another; as readers of the anthology 
we go from one story to the next, visiting some more than once, and fi nding 
meanings and associations which are, ultimately, unique. 

The Cheshire Prize for Literature was inaugurated in 2003 as the High Sheriff’s 
Cheshire Prize for Literature. It is funded by Bank of America and administered 
by the University of Chester. The 2009 competition was for Short Stories and this 
collection contains 23 of the short-listed entries, including those of the eventual 
winners. Details of the Prize are available at www.chester.ac.uk/literatureprize 

Chester Academic Press
University of Chester
Parkgate Road, CHESTER CH1 4BJ

www.chester.ac.uk/academic-press
Price £6.99 (paperback) 
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ZOO
Short Stories from the Cheshire Prize for Literature 2009

edited by Emma Rees

THE CONTRIBUTORS
Annette Albuquerque
Jan Bengree
Madeleine Beveridge
Die Booth
Oliver Briscoe
Rachael Bundock
Sophie Coulombeau
Helen Dalton

David Diggory
Max Dunbar
Heather Freckleton
Simon Gotts
Gillian Higgs
Sarah Hilary
Emily-Jo Hopson
Richard Lakin

John Latham
Alison Leonard
Catherine Marseille
Sheila Powell
Tessa Sheridan
Lynne Voyce
Kaite Welsh

A penguin sits 
calmly in a 
classroom, a 
past-it actor 
confronts a 
spectre, and air 
raid sirens ring 
out over the 

Mersey. Elsewhere, a lonely child 
prays to a dead pop star, a social 
misfit learns something important, a 
misanthrope is reformed by an 
unlikely companion, and a boy 
imagines beauty where others see 
only ugliness. This is Zoo, where the 
quotidian and the sublime are 
juxtaposed and where we can 
imagine ourselves momentarily, at 
least living the lives of others. As 
spectators we progress from one 
cage to another; as readers of the 
anthology we go from one story to 
the next, visiting some more than 
once, and finding meanings and 
associations which are, ultimately, 
unique. The 2009 competition was 
for Short Stories and this collection 
contains 23 of the short-listed 
entries, including those of the 
eventual winners. 

general titles

Brian Baker (Editor), Textual 
Revisions: Reading Literature and 
Film, 2009,
ISBN 978-1-905929-75-7, £10 .99 .

Textual Revisions is a 
collection of essays 
which discusses 
adaptations for 
cinema and 
television of a 
variety of novels, 
plays and short 

stories. Works discussed include 
adaptations of novels by Austen, 
Stoker, Michael Cunningham, Fowles 
and Tolkien, plays by Shakespeare and 
Pinter, and a short story by Philip K. 
Dick. 

Ashley Chantler (Editor), An 
Anatomy of Chester: A Collection of 
Short-Short Stories, 2007,
ISBN 978-1-905929-19-1, £6 .99 . 

A Collection of Short-Short Stories
 Edited by Ashley Chantler

AN ANATOMY 
OF CHESTER

A collection of 55 
original short-short 
stories that form a 
portrait of life in the 
historic English city 
of Chester at the 
start of the 21st 
century. The 31 

contributing authors all have close 
connections with the city or the 
surrounding area.

Ken Green, Physical Education 
Teachers on Physical Education: A 
Sociological Study of Philosophies 
and Ideologies, 2003, ISBN 978-1-
902275-17-8, £8 .99 .

This book discusses 
the results of a 
research study 
undertaken in the 
North West of 
England in the late 
1990s, in which 35 
practising PE 

secondary school teachers were 
interviewed about the nature of their 
subject. Their responses are analysed in 
terms of the theories of figurational 
sociology of Norbert Elias. Dr Ivan 
Waddington, formerly Director of the 
Centre for Research into Sport and 
Society, University of Leicester, said of 
the work: ‘By applying a sociological 
perspective to what are conventionally 
thought of as philosophical problems, 
Professor Green provides valuable new 
insights into some important conceptual 
issues. At the same time, his thought-
provoking analysis of his research data 
reveals much about the processes 
underlying the experience of PE that 
secondary schools offer to their pupils. 
This is an original and timely 
contribution to the ongoing debate about 
the nature of the subject, underpinned 
by detailed qualitative research with 
day-to-day practitioners. It should be 
essential reading both for academics and 
for practitioners of physical education.’
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Elaine Hogard, Roger Ellis & 
Jeremy Warren, Community Safety: 
Innovation and Evaluation, 2007, 
ISBN 978-1-905929-26-9, £12 .99 .

A volume of 
conference 
papers that 
brings together 
the latest 
thinking in the 
important area of 
community 

safety, with contributions from 
some of the leading internationally 
respected academics, policy 
makers and practitioners in the 
field. The 15 chapters are organised 
under four main themes: data and 
data gathering regarding 
community safety; studies of 
innovations in community safety; 
partnerships for community safety; 
and approaches to the evaluation 
of community safety initiatives and 
programmes. The book is useful 
and stimulating for practitioners, 
academics and policy makers.

Merritt Moseley (Editor) The 
Academic Novel: New and Classic 
Essays, 2007,
ISBN 978-1-905929-38-2, £10 .99 .

A collection of 
the most 
illuminating 
commentary 
written on the 
English language 
academic novel 
during the last 40 

years, together with new essays 
especially commissioned for this 
volume. As well as general 
thematic essays, there are 
discussions of a number of 
individual novelists: Vladimir 
Nabokov, Randall Jarrell, Mary 
McCarthy, Kingsley Amis, Alison 
Lurie, Robertson Davies, David 
Lodge, Howard Jacobson. 
Contributors are: Adam Begley, Ian 
Carter, Benjamin DeMott, Aida 
Edemariam, Leslie Fiedler, Philip 
Hobsbaum, J. P. Kenyon, David 
Lodge, Merritt Moseley, Dale 
Salwak, Samuel Schuman, J. A. 
Sutherland, Glyn Turton, Chris 
Walsh, Susan Watkins and George 
Watson.

John Renshaw, Drawing: Looking 
and Thinking: Marks and Meaning, 
2005, ISBN 978-1-902275-76-5, 
£5 .99 .

DRAWING

LOOKING +
THINKING

MARKS +
MEANING

The catalogue of 
an exhibition 
that was the 
result of an 
invitation from 
the Grosvenor 
Museum, 

Chester, to John Renshaw to make a 
personal selection from the 
Museum’s permanent collection of 
drawings and to offer his own 
interpretation of the range of images 
that he chose. The exhibition was 
timed to coincide with Drawing 
Power, a national campaign to 
promote the skills of drawing, which 
took place during October 2005. 
However, it is the author’s belief that 
the significance of an image and its 
potential meanings reside in the 
mind of the person looking at it, and 
are not fixed. Visitors to the 
exhibition were therefore offered the 
opportunity, not only to look at the 
images and reflect upon them, but 
also to record their own impressions, 
and so the catalogue contains, in 
addition to images of the 30 chosen 
drawings and the author’s own 
interpretations, dedicated spaces to 
accommodate personal notes and 
drawings.

Alan Wall, Myth, Metaphor and 
Science, 2009,
ISBN 978-1-905929-73-3, £9 .99 .

Myth, Metaphor and Science explores the way in which  
language is used in fiction, poetry and science. It examines the 
role of metaphor in structuring our thought, and questions any 
simplistic notion of creativity. There is an enquiry into the  
significance of myth for the modern writer. Why do our  
earliest narratives return to haunt us at the end of history? The 
final essays ask what it means to attempt scientific descriptions 
of reality in words. Can language here ever be anything more 
than a clumsy approximation of mathematics? 
 
The book ends with a paper written jointly by the particle 
physicist Goronwy Tudor Jones and Alan Wall, exploring the 
meaning of complementarity in modern physics, by describing 
in detail the double-slit experiment. 
 
 
 
Alan Wall is the author of numerous novels and books of 
poetry. He is  Professor of Writing and Literature at the  
University of Chester. 
 
Goronwy Tudor Jones is Reader in High Energy Physics at the 
University of Birmingham’s School of Physics and Astronomy. 
 
Cover design: Stephen  Lloyd. Hubble Space Telescope image 
of M82. Photo credit: NASA. 

Myth, Metaphor and Science explores the way in which  
language is used in fiction, poetry and science. It examines the 
role of metaphor in structuring our thought, and questions any 
simplistic notion of creativity. There is an enquiry into the  
significance of myth for the modern writer. Why do our  
earliest narratives return to haunt us at the end of history? The 
final essays ask what it means to attempt scientific descriptions 
of reality in words. Can language here ever be anything more 
than a clumsy approximation of mathematics? 
 
The book ends with a paper written jointly by the particle 
physicist Goronwy Tudor Jones and Alan Wall, exploring the 
meaning of complementarity in modern physics, by describing 
in detail the double-slit experiment. 
 
 
 
Alan Wall is the author of numerous novels and books of 
poetry. He is  Professor of Writing and Literature at the  
University of Chester. 
 
Goronwy Tudor Jones is Reader in High Energy Physics at the 
University of Birmingham’s School of Physics and Astronomy. 
 
Cover design: Stephen  Lloyd. Hubble Space Telescope image 
of M82. Photo credit: NASA. 
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ISBN 978-1-905929-73-3

Chester Academic Press,
University of Chester, Parkgate Road, CHESTER CH1 4BJ
http://www.chester.ac.uk/academicpress/

Price: £9.99 (Paperback)

This book 
explores the way 
in which 
language is used 
in fiction, poetry 
and science. It 
examines the 
role of metaphor 

in structuring our thought, and 
questions any simplistic notion of 
creativity. There is an enquiry into 
the significance of myth for the 
modern writer. Why do our 
earliest narratives return to haunt 
us at the end of history? The final 
essays ask what it means to 
attempt scientific descriptions of 
reality in words. Can language 
here ever be anything more than a 
clumsy approximation of 
mathematics? The book ends with 
a paper written jointly by the 
particle physicist Goronwy Tudor 
Jones and Alan Wall, exploring the 
meaning of complementarity in 
modern physics, by describing in 
detail the double-slit experiment.
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Issues in the Social
Sciences Series

Mark Bendall & Brian Howman 
(Editors), Decoding Discrimination, 
2006, ISBN 978-1-902275-49-9, 
£8 .99 .

Edited by
Mark Bendall and Brian Howman

DecoDing 

Discrimination Papers from a 
conference 
organised for 
undergraduates at 
what was 
University College 
Chester in 
November 2002. 

The papers explore the nature of 
discrimination in a variety of different 
contexts. Topics covered include 
religion and belief in relation to 
ethnicity, the portrayal of old age by 
the media, gender in post-industrial 
Britain, stigma in health care settings, 
social class in contemporary Britain, 
disability and alternative lifestyle.

Anne Boran (Editor), Crime: Fear 
or Fascination?, 2002,
ISBN 978-1-902275-16-1, £7 .99 .

Papers from a 
conference 
organised for 
undergraduates at 
the former 
Chester College of 
Higher Education 
in November 

2000. The papers examine four main 
areas: the role of the media in 
constructing public perceptions of 
crime; historical reactions to female 
deviants in society; social policies to 
tackle domestic violence; and fear of 
crime in the community.

Anne Boran (Editor), Poverty: 
Malaise of Development, 2010, 
ISBN 978-1-905929-79-5, £10 .99 .

Poverty: Malaise of 
Development 
features papers 
from a con-
ference held at 
the University of 
Chester exploring 
how poverty 

undermines development 
strategies. This volume engages 
with three broad thematic areas, 
theoretical discourses and policy 
implications, vulnerability and 
poverty and solutions to poverty.

Anne Boran & Peter Cox (Editors), 
Implications of Globalisation, 
2007, ISBN 978-1-905929-30-6, £9 .99 .

These papers 
raise searching 
questions about 
the nature and 
implications of 
globalisation, 
exploring some 
key features in 

terms of their impacts on nations and 
people. Three broad themes are 
highlighted: key players and 
processes; consequences and 
impacts; and response and resistance.

Anne Boran & Bernadette 
Murphy, Gender in Flux, 2004, 
ISBN 978-1-902275-26-0, £7 .99 .

Papers from a 
conference 
organised for 
undergraduates 
at the former 
University 
College Chester 
in November 

2001. Three major themes are 
expored in this book: masculinities; 
embodiment and culture; and the 
gender division of labour. While 
most of the contributions are 
concerned with the experience of 
contemporary Western societies, 
two focus on aspects of gender in, 
respectively, Nigeria and Mexico.

Meriel D’Artrey (Editor),  
Cont_xts?: Media, Representation 
and Society, 2008,
ISBN 978-1-905929-68-9, £10 .99 .

Papers from a 
conference 
organised for 
undergraduates 
at the University 
of Chester, 
November 2006. 
The papers 

discuss the complex relationships 
between mediation, representation 
and public attitudes on social issues 
such as domestic violence, drug 
use, racism, stigma and 
surveillance.

David Charles Ford (Editor), 
Fragmenting Family?, 2010,
ISBN 978-1-905929-78-8, £10 .99 .

These papers 
from a 
conference at the 
University of 
Chester explore 
the complex 
ways in which 
family 

relationships have changed or are 
changing, in order to examine 
critically the contention that the 
family is fragmenting.
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Publications about
the university

Cynthia Burek & Richard 
Stilwell, Geodiversity Trail: 
Walking Through the Past on the 
University’s Chester Campus, 2007, 
ISBN 978-1-905929-32-0, £2 .00 .

Geodiversity Trail: Walking 
Through the Past on the 

University’s Chester Campus
The Geodiversity 
trail on the 
University of 
Chester’s Chester 
Campus was 
inspired by a 
comment in an 
Environmental 

Association of Universities and College’s 
[EAUC’s] newsletter, asking universities 
as part of their greening process to look 
at their own campus biodiversity and 
raise the awareness of students and staff 
in this area. The wealth of geodiversity 
and biodiversity on the Chester Campus 
lent itself to become the first to produce a 
piece of original research on this subject, 
in booklet form, by a student.

Ian Dunn, The Bright Star in the 
Present Prospect: The University of 
Chester 1839-2012, 2012,
ISBN 978-1-905929-99-3, £5 .00 .

THE BRIGHT STAR IN THE PRESENT PROSPECT

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHESTER
1839–2012

IAN DUNN

An illustrated 
history of the 
University of 
Chester charting 
its progress from 
the foundation as 
Chester Diocesan 

Training in 1839, to the achievement of 
university status in 2005, and 
subsequent consolidation as a leading 
higher education institution in the 
region.

Elsie Newton, The Padgate Story: 
1946-2006, 2007,
ISBN 1-905929-31-3, £5 .00 .

A history of the 
former Padgate 
Training College, 
from its beginnings 
as an emergency 
training college for 
male students at 
the end of World 

War II. It covers the College’s change in 
status to a permanent college for 
female students in 1949, its growth and 
redesignation as a college of education 
in the 1960s and its merger with the 
former Art College and Technical 
College in Warrington to become a 
constituent part of the new North 
Cheshire College in 1979. Also 
described are its change of title to the 
Padgate Campus (Higher Education) 
of the Warrington Collegiate Institute 
in the 1990s and its current position as 
the Warrington Campus of the 
University of Chester. The work 
contains a number of reminiscences by 
former students and members of staff 
and is illustrated with black and white 
photographs.

 

Public lectures

Celia Deane-Drummond, Genetic 
Futures and Our Search for Wisdom, 
2007, ISBN 978-1-905929-41-2, 
£2 .00 .

Genetic Futures and Our  

Search for Wisdom

Celia Deane-Drummond
Professor of Theology and the Biological Sciences

Inaugural and Professorial Lectures

Eric Dunning, “Figuring” Modern 
Sport, 2005, ISBN 978-1-902275-
52-9, £2 .00 .

“Figuring” Modern Sport

Eric Dunning
Visiting Professor of Sociology of Sport

Inaugural Lectures

Ron Geaves, Twenty Years of 
Fieldwork: Reflections on Reflexivity 
in the Study of British Muslims, 
2007, ISBN 978-1-905929-18-4, 
£2 .00 .

Twenty Years of Fieldwork:
Reflections on Reflexivity in the Study 

of British Muslims

Ron Geaves
Professor of Religious Studies

Inaugural and Professorial Lectures

David J Hunter, Choosing or 
Losing Health? (Haygarth Lecture), 
2006, ISBN 1-905929-02-1, £2 .00 .

The Haygarth Lectures

Choosing or Losing Health?

David J. Hunter
Professor of Health Policy and Management

University of Durham

Bruce Ing, The Exciting World of 
the Slime Moulds, 2008,  
ISBN 978-1-905929-62-7, £3 .00 .

Chester Academic Press
Corporate Communications
University of Chester
Parkgate Road
Chester
CH1 4BJ
http://www.chester.ac.uk/academicpress/  

Price £3.00  

Inaugural and
Pr o fe s s o r i a l 

Le c t u r e s
2  0  0  3

The Exciting World of the 
Slime Moulds

Bruce Ing
Visiting Professor of Environmental Biology

Inaugural and Professorial Lectures

Chester
Academic

Press

ISBN 978-1-905929-62-7

9 781905 929627

Roger Kay, The Boundaries of 
Legal Recognition of Personal 
Partnerships: Where and Why? 2006, 
ISBN 978-1-905929-17-7, £2 .00 .

The Boundaries of Legal Recognition 
of Personal Partnerships: 

Where and Why?

Roger Kay
Storrar Cowdry Professor of Family Law

Inaugural and Professorial Lectures
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Christopher Partridge, 
Understanding the Dark Side: 
Western Demonology, Satanic 
Panics and Alien Abduction, 2006, 
ISBN 978-1-905929-16-0, £3 .00 .

Understanding the Dark Side:
Western Demonology, Satanic Panics 

and Alien Abduction

Christopher Partridge
Professor of Contemporary Religion

Inaugural and Professorial Lectures

Roger Swift, Behaving Badly? 
Irish Migrants and Crime in the 
Victorian City, 2006, ISBN 978-1-
902275-53-6, £2 .00 .

Behaving Badly?
Irish Migrants and Crime in the Victorian City

Roger Swift
Professor of Victorian Studies

Inaugural and Professorial Lectures

Anthony C Thiselton, Can the 
Bible Mean Whatever We Want 
It to Mean?, 2005, ISBN 978-1-
902275-50-5, £2 .00 .

Can the Bible Mean Whatever We 
Want It to Mean?

Anthony C. Thiselton
Research Professor of Christian Theology

Inaugural Lectures

Chris Walsh, “from mind to 
mind”: Robert Browning and  
J R R Tolkien, 2007, ISBN 978-1-
905929-40-5, £2 .00 .

“from mind to mind”:

Robert Browning and J. R. R. Tolkien

Chris Walsh
Professor of English Literature

Inaugural and Professorial Lectures

ordering Information / Contact Details

For our online ordering system please follow the links on the website: 
www.chester.ac.uk/university-press. We can also accept purchase orders 
from institutions for amounts over £10.00, credit/debit card payments 
and cheques made payable to the University of Chester. Please contact:

Sarah Griffiths, University of Chester Press, Parkgate Road, Chester CH1 
4BJ, UK
E: sarah.griffiths@chester.ac.uk
T: 01244 513305
F: 01244 511302

or

Jenni Westcott, University of Chester, Parkgate Road, Chester CH1 4BJ, 
UK
E: j.westcott@chester.ac.uk
T: 01244 511344
F: 01244 511302

The publications can also be ordered through all booksellers or book 
distributors, through the University of Chester Main Campus Bookshop: 
John Smith’s (Tel: 01244 383689, Email: cs@johnsmith.co.uk), or on 
Amazon.

Editorial queries should be directed to Sarah Griffiths, University of 
Chester Press, Parkgate Road, Chester CH1 4BJ
T: 01244 513305
F: 01244 511302
E: sarah.griffiths@chester.ac.uk
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