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University of Chester 
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In seeking to maintain an open, effective and sustainable 
partnership with the city and the community, the University of 
Chester is preparing a draft Development Framework. These 
boards summarise the key points of the Framework document.

The Framework is aimed at creating a 
clear and shared structure, through which 
the University, the local planning authority 
and the local community can consider 
future investment and improvements at the 
University of Chester’s sites in the city over 
the next four years. As such, it considers the 
Main Campus (Parkgate Road), Riverside 
(formerly County Hall) and Kingsway Buildings 
in Newton. 

Introduction
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The University, which currently provides 
employment for around 1,800 staff, has now 
become a major part of the social, economic 
and cultural life of the city of Chester. 

Full-time undergraduate student numbers 
in Chester grew from just under 4,000 in 
2002/3 to just over 5,800 in 2007/8. However, 
the onset of recession and a change in 
Government policy, have meant that change 
in higher education has stabilised. Since 2008, 
student numbers at the University of Chester 
have remained broadly static. 

The Development Framework is therefore 
based upon the assumption that student 
numbers will remain broadly steady for the 
foreseeable future. 
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The University’s history and future 
prospects 
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Reflect the principles established in the Development Framework 
and other relevant documents, such as the  Local Development 
Framework and the One City Plan;

Aim to attain the highest achievable standards of design and 
sustainability in all developments;

Develop proposals, which reflect the character and role of each site 
and preserve and / or enhance local character;

Maintain, and wherever possible enhance, the relationship between 
University sites with nearby residential areas, whilst managing the 
estate in an efficient and effective manner;

Continue to manage travel and parking demands and encourage the 
use of modes of transport other than the private car;

Continue to work with the Council, the community and other 
stakeholders, to ensure a positive relationship between the University 
and City as a whole.

1.                  

2.                  

3.                  

4.                  

5.                  

6.                  

In managing its estate at the Main Campus, Kingsway and Riverside sites 
and its residential accommodation, the University will:

Framework Principles
The University acknowledges its important role in the economic 
and community life of the city. It is committed to the sustainable 
development of its estate and to fostering a positive and mutually 
beneficial relationship with the local community and other key 
stakeholders, including Cheshire West and Chester Council.
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Parkgate Road
Parkgate Road will continue to be the University’s main site in the 
city; a focus for investment in the existing estate and will be the 
location for the limited amount of new development, which may 
take place to 2016. 

The key priorities for the Main Campus to 2016 will be:
•To maintain and improve, where possible, the existing built estate and 

environment through appropriate investment;

• To accommodate the limited new development envisaged by the University 
beyond current plans (namely the 196 bed student accommodation block and 
the Food Resource Centre);

• To maintain and improve, where appropriate and possible, the accessibility and 
safety of the site and its access points for pedestrians, cyclists and drivers;

• To maintain the planning policy designation of the Glenesk site (alongside and to 
the north of the Main Campus on Parkgate Road) as a longer term opportunity 
for University development;

• To continue to implement, review and refine the agreed Travel Plan, to 
encourage sustainable transport patterns;

• To manage the car park resource, with the twin aims of encouraging staff and 
students to travel to the site by means other than private car and minimising the 
occurrence of onstreet parking generated by visitors to the Parkgate Road site;

• To maintain residential amenity through the appropriate design and location of 
improvements to the environment or built estate or new development;

• To contribute, as appropriate, to the preservation and enhancement of the 
Parkgate Road and Liverpool Road Conservation Areas;

• To deliver current proposals within campus boundaries, in addition to the 
Price Tower refurbishment, principally the Food Resource Centre and student 
accommodation block developments, subject to confirmation of funding; 

• To consider, following the completion of the current student accommodation 
project, the need for, scope for, and deliverability of, additional student 
accommodation on site, consistent with the Development Framework and the 
approach to managing the University student residential portfolio. 4
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Parkgate Road Conservation Area
Opportunity Sites
1. North West Car Park (alongside  

the Shropshire Union Canal);
2. Parkgate Road North;
3. Central Car Park;
4. Alexandra House, Catherine House and 

Margaret House accommodation blocks;
5. Former rugby pitch (part of);
6. Small Hall;
7. Former De Bunsen Building  

(centre of Main Campus);
8. Glenesk (north of the Main Campus  

and along Parkgate Road).

Focal Point
Current Principal Access

Current Secondary Service Access

Potential New / Additional Access

Proposed Food Resource Centre

Proposed Student Accomodation Block

Habitat Corridors

Parkgate Road Site - Framework Plan
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Riverside
Riverside will remain a prestigious teaching and administration
site in the heart of the city. No significant development is
envisaged there in the foreseeable future. Investment will focus
on improvements in the existing accommodation, respecting
heritage constraints. 
The key priorities for the Riverside to 2016 will 
be:
• To maintain, and where appropriate improve, 

the existing built estate and environment 
through appropriate investment reflecting 
the site’s historic status;

• To continue to implement, review and 
refine the agreed Travel Plan, to encourage 
sustainable transport patterns; and

• To contribute, as appropriate, to the 
preservation and enhancement of the City 
Centre Conservation Area.
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Kingsway Buildings
This will remain an important site for teaching, community and 
sports activities for the University in the context of its setting.

The key priorities for the Kingsway to 2016 will 
be:
• To maintain, and where appropriate improve, 

the existing built estate, facilities, and 
environment through appropriate investment, 
reflecting the site’s existing character and 
suburban residential location;

• To continue to implement, review and 
refine the agreed Travel Plan, to encourage 
sustainable transport patterns; and

• To reflect Kingsway’s location in the 
approach to its management and to protect 
residential amenity, 
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whilst seeking to 
maximise the site’s 
role as an educational, 
cultural and sporting 
resource.

The Development 
Framework for Kingsway 
envisages little or no 
development for the 
foreseeable future. 
Investment will be 
focused on improving 
existing facilities.
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A short term objective will be to reinstate 
the former playing fields to a high standard, 
to support greater use by University 
sports teams. To facilitate this, notably at 
weekends and to support the teaching role 
of the site, the University, in consultation 
with the Council and the local community, 
will take the opportunity to consider whether 
current hours of use restrictions on some 
car parking could be amended to allow 
for additional use in the evenings and 
weekends. It is accepted that this is only 
likely to be appropriate with the introduction 
of acoustic fencing 
in key locations and 
enhanced landscaping 
to protect residential 
amenity. 
A separate public 
consultation exercise 
will be undertaken on 
any firm proposals to 
seek a revision to the 
current hours of use 
of car parking.  Any 
changes to the hours 
of use to the rear car 
park would require 
planning permission.

Kingsway Sports Pitches and 
Car Parking



University of Chester 
Development Framework

Elements of the Framework’s strategy for the 
management of the University’s residential 
accommodation will include:
• Realising proposals for additional on-site 

provision of student accommodation, as 
approved for a 196 bed development;

• Active management by the University of 
the University-owned Houses of Multiple 
Occupation (HMO) properties in areas where 
the community is concerned about over 
concentration of student accommodation 
and where such a strategy would deliver real 
benefits;

• Considering, following the completion 
of the current proposals for student 
accommodation within the Main Campus, 
the scope for additional on-site provision 
within the context of financial and other 
constraints and the wider requirements of 
the University;

• The robust application of the University’s 
expectations on students as tenants to 
respect the property and the community 
within which they live, and to act responsibly 
and with consideration for others.

Student Accommodation
The University recognises its obligation to collaborate with 
Cheshire West and Chester Council and other stakeholders, to 
monitor the impact of student accommodation in the community 
and to respond accordingly, within financial and other constraints.

Proposed Student Accommodation Block 
- Parkgate Road Site 9
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Giving feedback on the draft 
Development Framework
Your views and ideas are valuable to us. If you would like to have your 
say, please get in touch with us during the consultation period in the 
following ways.

Write to: 
Development Framework, Facilities Management, University of 
Chester, FREEPOST NWW6067A, Chester CH1 4BJ 
You can also request a hard copy of the Development Framework from 
this address.
Visit: 
www.chester.ac.uk/developmentframework
And fill in a form online. You can also view the full  Development 
Framework document there.
Email: 
developmentframework@chester.ac.uk
Post: 
Place your feedback form in the box provided at the exhibition

We would be grateful for your comments by Friday 27th July 2012.

 
All responses will be reviewed, evaluated and – where appropriate and possible – 
reflected in the final  version of the Development Framework. 

10


