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I had the pleasure of joining the Department of Media at the 
start of this year, and so this is my first experience of Chester’s 

end-of-year media showcase. I am amazed by the quality of so 
much of the work on show – I’ve been struck not only by the 
technical and professional skills demonstrated by our students 
exhibiting here but also by their imaginative and inventive flair.
 
In the relatively short time that I’ve been working here, I’ve 
been greatly impressed by our Department’s ethos of academic 
community – a collaborative spirit which seems rare in higher 
education today, and which we might value all the more for 
that. Our programmes’ integration of original thinking and 
cultural understanding at the heart of the development of 
professional skills fosters the high levels of creativity on display 
in this year’s show. This is crucially underpinned by the talent 
and commitment of our students and our staff, and this year’s 
show offers a fitting celebration of their achievements.
 
This year’s show celebrates the successes of our graduating 
students and it also offers an inspiration for our new and 
continuing students and our future graduates to aspire to the 
outstanding quality of these creative, professional and academic 
achievements. The showcase has been organized by second-year 
students and for the first time also features work by students in 
their first and second years of study at the University. This show 
celebrates the progress of all our students at Warrington and 
Chester, and in doing so we hope that it will serve to inspire all to 
even greater levels of success – to inspire today’s graduates and 
our future graduates – to inspire us all to continue all our lives 
to contribute and aspire as innovative and creative professionals 
and citizens – to continue always to seek, to succeed, to improve 
and to learn.
 

Introduction

Dr Alec Charles
Head of Media
University of Chester

With thanks to everyone who has supported and contributed to these ongoing stories of 
student success, and with the very best of wishes to our graduates for the greatest success 
and happiness in their future lives and careers,
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Welcome to
Advertising

Clothes that beg to be torn off

0800 106 107 www.safestyle-windows.co.uk

Call or visit the website
Stay warm and save money this winter

Mary hasn’t had to put a wash on since 
they got new windows from Safestyle

But she’s getting fed up of seeing Jim in just 
his underwear

first issue
THE 

STARTLING

NEW EPIC
“GOLDEN

BOY”

with great power
comes Joe’s responsibilty 

Joe Thornton Elizabeth Stevenson

Wakib Ullah Charlie Herbert
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Advertising

Stacey Neal Kate Malik

Rosie Riddett & Elizabeth Stevenson Joe Thornton, Charlie Tucker & Zoe Todd
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Advertising

Lilyan PetrovYiotis Alamanos & Charlie Tucker

Lilyan Petrov & Katerina Metaxapoulou Stacey Neal & Kate Malik
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Welcome to
Commercial Music Production

In April 2014, the University’s Commercial Music Production students held the 
annual Aspiration Live showcase in Warrington’s Music Week Award nominated 

Parr Hall for the second year running.  

The event was highly successful and featured a very high quality and wide range of 
performances from unsigned acts from the local area and further afield.  It was in 
association with Plugged In and Score Creative Education, a community enrichment 
project funded by the National Foundation For Youth Music, which CMP students are 
centrally involved with in mentoring roles.  Most of the acts featured at the event also 
had their music recorded and produced by CMP students.

Aspiration Live 2014, which was attended by the Mayor of Warrington, was 
accompanied by a digital single release from music act Between Lines, whose 
members are Level 6 Commercial Music Production students Bob Birkenhead and 
Matt Furness.  The track “Next To Me”, featuring Demi on lead vocals, reached No.28 
on the iTunes UK “Electronic” chart on the day of the event.

The single, and interviews with acts were featured prominently on local radio stations 
as a result of student promotional work.

The promotional poster for the event was produced in collaboration with the 
University’s Advertising students.

The Level 6 students involved in the event included Bob Birkenhead, Dan Brown, 
Naomi Campbell, Matt Furness, Jake Gaskin, Rob Grey, Craig Murphy, Junaid Phinn, 
Damon Taylor and Nick Terry.
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Welcome to
Digital Photography

Final Year students in Digital Photography have worked on a range of themes in 
a year that has included production of personal digital projects, as well as web-

based design and production. Main themes of work have developed a strong creative 
approach to individual’s specialisms and interests.

The work of Katerina Metaxopoulou explores addiction on the theme of ‘Acceptable 
Insanity’. The bold red of an artifact standing out against the subdued tones of hair 
and skin presents the audience with questions and space to consider internal processes 
and external pressures.

Alex Cowley presents a gritty dappled scene, a band performing: light, movement and 
yet a strangely still figure dominates the centre of the image.  The eye is drawn to this 
figure, both compelling and absorbed in the moment. The passion of the performance 
is core to the work.

Amy Shaw specializes in model and portrait photography, her work plays with the 
notion of beauty and aims to find a balance between expectation and representation. 
Work has included exploration of professional and non-professional models.

The black and white image from James Kay takes the everyday and creates a mise en 
scene of intrigue. High contrast tones lead the viewer towards the promise of a greater 
narrative.

Kathryn Graham’s work explores the sense of ownership in representation of the body. 
Marked and pierced, with both sexual and religious connotations, the viewer is placed 
within the juxtaposition of private and public exploration of the body in photography.

Story-telling, narrative and social observation and all key components of photography. 
Sian Cabbie invites us here to observe those who are observing others in their own 
habitats and activities. 

Lilyan Petrov presents a still image from a video exploring masculinity, trained fight 
culture, and the impact of this on mind and body. The unraveling of bandages on the 
bare knuckles offers a symbolic understanding of this complex layering.

Matthew Poultney continues to explore the use of moving imagery in terms of narration 
and life stories of those around us.
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Digital Photography

Elishia Copp

Stacey Neal

Sian Cabble
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Digital Photography

Craig Murphy

Amy Shaw

Gareth Garland
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Digital Photography

James Kay

Kathryn Graham

Lilyan Petrov
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Digital Photography

Sebastian Micielski

Leen Qashu

Matthew Poultney
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Welcome to
Film and Media Studies

Students on Media Studies and Film Studies programmes have independently 
researched and produced a diverse range of coursework and dissertations in their 

final year, work that reflects both their personal interests and academic research skills. 
All lecturing staff commented on the high level of student engagement on their modules 
and this is evidenced by the quality of work that students have produced on their various 
modules. 

Developments in new technology and the rise of social media are contemporary areas 
of research and this has been reflected in the dissertations of Kelly Baker and Siobhan 
McCauley James. Both chose to analyse the social media site Twitter and its relationship 
with more traditional forms of media. Kelly researched MTV and its relationship with 
its audience, considering the interaction via Twitter of viewers and MTV in relation to a 
popular television series through #The Valleys. Siobhan concentrated her research on 
the impact that social media, in particular Twitter, may be having on the content of news 
and how people access their news.

Perhaps not surprisingly given the age of the cohort, the JK Rowling inspired Harry 
Potter films were seen as ripe for analysis, especially regarding the representation of 
gender. Kirsten Matheson has extended her personal interest in the area of fantasy with 
research on issues around identity and gender in the Harry Potter films by examining the 
characterisation and representation of Hermione, who is marked out as different from 
her peers simply by virtue of being ‘female’, and notably because she is metamorphosing 
from ‘child’ to ‘woman’. Similarly, Sian Cabble was interested to explore the series of 
Harry Potter films and representations of gender. However, she elected to examine a 
range of female characters: Hermoine Granger, Molly Weasel, Petunia Dursley, Narcissa 
Malfoy, Lily Potter, Bellatrix Lestrange and Dolores Umbridge, drawing on the narratives 
of fairy tale and fantasy, to evaluate whether the female characters in the Harry Potter 
films challenged ‘traditional’ stereotypes of femininity.

Continuing with the theme of gender and representation, Claire Lancaster sought to 
discuss how representations of women in the ‘Slasher’ film genre had changed in the 
fifty-three years from 1960 to 2013. Claire considered representations of women as 
victim, slayer, monster and survivor and accounted for any changes in the representation 
of gender, in this particular genre. Scott Hurley, too, addressed gender along with 
psychological representations in his dissertation, focusing his research and analysis 
on the critically acclaimed HBO television series The Sopranos. Thomas Hackett’s 
dissertation was concerned with how historically accurate gangster films were that are 
based on actual people’s lives. Films that featured in Thomas’s work were Bugsy, Bonnie 
and Clyde, The Krays and Goodfellas.
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Lisa Davies was motivated to research into how Public Service Broadcasters represented 
and promoted diversity and equality with regards to disabled people. She chose to do 
this using the Channel 4 series Undateables as a case study to critically examine whether 
this controversial series did indeed promote and represent diversity and equality, or 
perhaps could be viewed as a cynical exploitation of people with disabilities, for purely 
entertainment purposes.

Media and Film Studies students also produced interesting work on a variety of academic 
modules, featuring examples in their work that were independently selected. In relation 
to documentary analysis there were a diverse range of documentaries included in student 
essays. Two students opted to discuss the same three documentary makers – Louis 
Theroux, Nick Broomfield and Michael Moore but chose three different documentaries. 
Nathan Jones chose Weird Weekend: ‘Body Building’, ‘Biggie and Tupac’ and ‘Roger and 
Me’, whereas Siobhan McCauley James decided on A Place for Paedophiles, Tracking 
Down Maggie and Sicko. Both students were concerned with how the documentaries 
illustrated the participatory and reflexive modes, as defined by Nichols. Where their work 
differed was that Siobhan also analysed her documentaries in relation to performativity, 
whilst Nathan was concerned with Grierson’s notion of ‘creative treatment of actuality’ 
and how this could be related to his three documentaries.

First person documentaries were the focus of Kelly Baker’s work and she discussed 
three fairly recent television documentaries aired on three public service broadcasting 
channels: The Boy Whose Skin Fell Off (C4), The Naked Rambler (BBC2), and Malcolm 
and Barbara (ITV1). She examined how the first person narrative is used in documentary 
to convey meaning about difficult subjects. Whereas Lisa Davies chose documentaries that 
featured celebrities or people associated with public performance: Grizzly Man, about an 
activist killed by one of the bears he sought to protect; Little Lord Fauntleroy, about a 
child protégé and narrated by Keith Allen, and I’m Still Here with Joaquin Phoenix – a 
mock documentary parodying the genre.

Rhys Bennett focused on two contemporary, and controversial, observational 
documentaries, Benefits Street C4 and Gypsy Blood C4 and chose to contrast them with 
the highly acclaimed, earlier, observational documentary The Family BBC1 (1974) in 
an attempt to evaluate any changes and developments in the documentary genre. Scott 
Hurley included The Family too in his work, along with Airline and Come Fly With Me 
(a mock documentary) to discuss the evolution of the documentary genre and notions of 
‘traditional’ documentary.

Student work relating to news also incorporated a range of examples to illustrate their 
analysis of news discourse, language and ideology. Kelly Ann Hughes compared and 
contrasted the coverage of the James Bulger case in the tabloid newspaper, The Sun, 
and the broadsheet newspaper, The Guardian. Whereas Sian Cabble chose to evaluate 
the coverage of Margaret Thatcher’s death in The Daily Express and The Daily Mirror, 
observing that each newspaper has a different political ideology.
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Helen Stuart decided to integrate a range of examples covered in the middle market 
newspaper The Daily Mail, to illustrate that newspaper’s discourse, the language it used 
and the ideologies that they revealed. Her examples for analysis included the arrest of the 
kidnappers in the case of Margaret Hassan and how the newspaper covered homosexuality, 
in particular Stephen Gately’s death.

Final year Film Studies students have produced case studies on a number of filmmakers, 
from Alfred Hitchcock to Fight Club director David Fincher. With films like Blade Runner, 
Alien and Gladiator in his list of directorial credits, Ridley Scott offered TJ Cosgrove plenty 
of material for his Film Studies project.  TJ chose to compare the cinematic make up of 
some of these films with Scott’s earlier work in graphic design and television advertising.

Alex Fewings’ study of the work of contemporary American filmmaker Martin Scorsese 
examined how influential the director’s childhood and life experiences were on his enviable 
body of work.  Kirsten Matheson chose to stay closer to home and looked at the films of 
director Danny Boyle, of Trainspotting and Slumdog Millionaire fame.

A number of students chose to write about the work of eccentric Hollywood director Tim 
Burton – the man behind such classics as Batman, Edward Scissorhands and Alice in 
Wonderland.  Rhys Bennett focused on Burton’s portrayal of character isolation and the 
surreal and fantasy worlds the director creates.  Thai Williams took an autobiographical 
approach to Burton’s oeuvre, exploring the influence of the director’s childhood on his 
work.  

Both Nathan Jones and Matthew Watkins chose to critically analyse the work of the Coen 
Brothers.  Nathan focused on a number of the brothers’ movies including Inside Llewyn 
Davis and O Brother Where Art Thou?. He questioned whether a collaborative effort 
could be labeled auteur. Matthew, meanwhile, explored Joel and Ethan Coen’s depiction 
of American life and culture.

Celebrity culture was another area that produced interesting research by students. Thai 
Williams, for instance, revealed through a discussion of Robert Downey Junior, how 
society ‘permits’ transgression among certain stars in order to test aspects of their own 
morality. Helen Stuart’s understanding of David Bowie exposed how the presentation of 
self is invariably performative.  Elizabeth Stevenson chose the hard task of understanding 
the grimly infamous lure of people like the paedophile and musician Ian Watkins.  TJ 
Cosgrove’s essay discussed the complexity of Sherlock Holmes (far from elementary), and 
Matthew Watkins’ understanding of Eminem’s role in negotiating notions of race and 
class, likewise, proved how symbolic representation can take meaningful form in terms of 
societal perceptions.

As can be seen from the examples above, students on Media Studies and Film Studies 
programmes continue to produce work that is interesting, informed, stimulating and of 
academic worth. It has been a joy for staff to see them develop over their three years of 
study culminating in this diverse range of research. Their work has been a pleasure to read.
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Welcome to

The diversity and vibrancy of journalism as an area of academic inquiry is well 
illustrated by this year’s crop of dissertations from University of Chester jour-

nalism students. Numerous topics were explored in depth by students keen to take 
advantage of the opportunity to pursue their interests in greater depth, with the 
majority choosing to focus on areas of clear contemporary relevance.

Social media and its relationship with the mainstream press was a theme explored 
in a strikingly wide variety of different contexts by students, and is clearly an issue 
of growing importance. Scott Smith looked at its role in political mobilization, fo-
cusing on the Tunisian and Egyptian uprisings of 2011, while Will Taylor looked at 
the use of social media closer to home, questioning whether it was becoming the 
preferred news choice for students. In contrast, Kimberley Jackson looked at the 
role of social media in the coverage of music award shows, while Matthew Pickup 
looked at footballers’ use of Twitter to construct their celebrity ‘image’ within the 
wider media.

Lifestyle magazines formed the basis of several dissertations. Katherine Franklin 
looked at their portrayal of romantic relationships, while Laura Cummins was in-
terested in exploring how reality television provides material for mainstream gos-
sip magazines.

The coverage of Jimmy Savile before and after the abuse scandal was explored by 
Sophie Rucker in order to explore and assess evidence of self-censorship among 
UK newspapers. The wider issue of celebrity was also looked at by Emma Cocker, 
whose study focused on the effect they may have when attempting to draw atten-
tion to particular health issues. The changing portrayal of women in British TV 
news programmes over the past 15 years was examined by Liana Jacob, while Phil-
lippa Jarvis looked at newspaper representation of women.

The language of the media provided the focus for several dissertations. James 
Walker looked at the coverage of the Boston Marathon bombings in international 
news networks and compared that coverage to similar incidents in the past. Ste-
vie-Jay Taylor also looked at the use of language, in this case exploring newspaper 
discourse and its role in conveying varying ideologies during the 2003 invasion 
of Iraq. Tom Simpson focused on online news coverage of terrorism, centring his 
study on the 7/7 London bombings. Alisdair Mason looked at sexist language in 
the reporting of politics by the UK press, while Sean O’Brien chose to focus on the 
representation of poverty in the UK and India.

Journalism/Sports Journalism
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Journalism/Sports Journalism
Camilla Long looked at the relationship between the coverage of euthanasia cases 
in the British press and readers’ views (as expressed in online forums) of euthana-
sia, finding religion to be a key theme emerging from the debate.

Jorge Satorre focused on the links between football coverage and national pride 
– comparing England and Spain for greater insight. Also on the broad theme of 
sport, Ryan Carse explored the outer limits of journalistic coverage with an exam-
ination of professional wrestling, posing the question: can it be considered journal-
ism? The impact of technology on the evolution of music journalism was explored 
by Adnaan Bhamla.

The Leveson Inquiry was addressed by Shelan Kafoor, who used Princess Diana 
and Kate Middleton as case studies to assess changes in journalistic practice since 
its recommendations.

Meanwhile, on the ‘Conflict, Propaganda and Public Opinion’ module, Brooke 
Laughton, James Walker and Rebecca Jones addressed the use of digital media in 
recent conflicts.

In the ‘Scare Stories? Journalism and the Framing of Risk’ module, Brooke Laugh-
ton, Ryan Wheeler, James Walker, Peter Leatherbarrow and Elisha Bingham con-
sidered the apparent paradox of an increasingly safe (Western) world and an in-
creasingly ‘risk-driven’ news media.

THE
FOOTBALL
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WORLD CUP SPECIAL
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Adam Marsden Adnaan Bhamla

19



EQUI-LIFE

How to spot the signs of 

eq
ui

-l
ife

.c
o.

uk
M

AY
 2

01
4 

£2
.9

9

your horse
KNOW
cushings disease

Buying a horse?
We have all the
to help you outTOP TIPS!

JUMPING
The do’s and
DON’TS

Patience
Persistence&

EXPLORE
THE WORLD ONE CITY AT A TIME

Chester

10 unique things 
you must see in 

Chester 

Blow out & Budget
Wine and dine

Chester nightlife

May 2014   

£2.50

Take a walk 2,000 
years back through 

history

“We fell in love in this 
beautiful city”

A story of two worlds 
coming together

 YOUniversity 
The affordable women’s lifestyle magazine for students 

Spring/Summer 2014 May Edition  
www.youniversity.co.uk

Top Summer
Getaways for 

2014

Fashion on a 
budget: The best 
Spring/Summer 

trends

Eat well and combat 
stress!

 

Exam blues sorted! 
    

£1 
Simplicity

VISIT:
THE RAW RETREAT

IN CORNWALL

Easy
Beauty tips

WHY CHOOSE
‘ORGANIC’?

ORGANIC HOT 

THIS SUMMER
TO VISIT

BE THE 
NATURAL,
SIMPLE
&
BEST
YOU

simplicity.co.uk MAY 2014

RUNNING &
YOGA TIPS

FITNESS:

SPOTS

Journalism/Sports Journalism

Alex Murdey Beatrice Covill

Camilla LongBethany Jepson

20



FAST CARS
 MAY 2014 | £2.99 | www.fastcars.co.uk

TRISTAN MARCHENT
THE YOUNG RACER!

FROM DREAM TO REALITY: 
What it’s like to build your own 
AC Cobra

THE TOP 5      
KARTING 

TRACKS IN 
THE UK

Motor Racing Events of 2014: 
Your Guide To Survive!

SPECIAL 
EDITION: A 
BEGINNER’S 
GUIDE

PICTURE | DAMIEN MARTINET

LANCASHIRE DERBY
blackpool-burnley

big match preview

TEAM OF THE 
SEASON:

 CHAMPIONSHIP MAG’S 
BEST XI FOR THE 13/14 

SEASON

FANZONE
FANS VERDICT ON                                           

13/14 SEASON

THE

CHAMPIONSHIP
THE ONLY OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF THE SKYBET CHAMPIONSHIP

Iss
u

e 2
6:

 A
pr

 1
4th

 - 2
8th

.

UK - £1.99 IRE €2.10

     ALSO INSIDE : AWAY DAYS - BIRMINGHAM CITY.  LEAGUE STANDINGS. WOLVES PROMOTION.

Journalism/Sports Journalism

Dan Wilson Elisha Bingham

Emma CockerElizabeth Laycy

21



TM
A

G
A

ZI
N

E

AROUND THE 
WORLD WITH 
CHRIS TROBIN

WHERE TO FIND THE   
CHEAPEST BAR IN BRUM.

    THE HOTTEST 
NEW WORKOUT 
  - AND ITS FUN!

SUMMER STYLE ISSUE!
WHERE YOU CAN FIND 
THIS SUMMERS SIZZLING 
NEW TRENDS FOR HALF 
THE PRICE!

ALL THE T - ON EVERYBODY

OPEN YOUR HORIZONS 
WITH THESE STUNNING 
HOLIDAY SNAPS!

WHAT MADE TWITTER 
         BUZZ THIS WEEK?

YOUR REACTIONS TO 
   THIS WEEKS GOSSIP     
WITH NEW UPDATES!

MAKING LOW-CALORIE 
COCKTAILS TO GET 
THAT SUMMER BODY!
GET READY FOR THE 
BEACH WITH HEALTHY 
AND DELICIOUS SNACKS. 
ITS EASIER THAN EVER!

      FOLLOW OUR     
     GUIDE FOR A 
     NIGHT OUT TO 
     REMEMBER.

£4.99 May Issue 2014

MOTIfATE
M u s i c  P r o d u c t i o n  m a d e  s i m p l e !      

PLUS! 
MICROPHONE  

AND 
EQUIPMENT

     

                 ISSUE 1
       £3.99

WOMEN         
      ON 
   AUDIO 

     EXCLUSIVE    
INTERVIEWS              
WITH THE FEMALES 
OF TODAYS 
MUSIC INSIDE!

 FEATURING!
A day in the studio with
 April Keen and her band at SSR!

RAPPER AMY BURNS 
‘A ME B’ TELLS USWHY 

SHE HAS STOPPED 
PERFORMING

Issue 1 May 2014The

Baker’s 
A delicious way to get your 

five a day!

TASTY
TREAT

RECIPES  Argentine 
Pastelitos

 Beetroot 
Chocolate Cake

Keep health smart this spring

p7 p8p5
Gluten-Free 

Cupcakes

Advice 
about 
grains

Is British 
chocolate 

real 
chocolate?

Digest
vegetables

Baking cakes with

Journalism/Sports Journalism

Georgina Sullivan

Naomi Campbell

Hannah Lilley

Jordan Eccles

22



May 2014Issue #3
£2.50E M E R G E

Your quarterly student guide to everything new across the UK

music ,tech
THIS

PARADISE

ALBUM RELEASE DATES IN MAY 

NYMI: HEARTBEAT PASSWORD

REVIEW: AUDIO TECHICA 
AT 2020

CREAMFIELDS: HISTORY & PREVIEW
THIS PARADISE: INTERVIEW

DYNAMICS PROCESSING: COMPRESSION
INTERVIEW: BOB COOPER

LIFEST YLE APPS:  6 OF THE BEST
W W D C 1 4 :  P R E V I E W

For all your music, music tech, 
and technology needs.

       £3.99     May 2014

Journalism/Sports Journalism

Nick Terry Rebekah Dewhurst

Rosemary Riddett Ryan Taylor

23



STAND
OUT
www.standout.com Spring 2014 £3.80

SPORT * MUSIC * ENTERTAINMENT * AND MUCH MORE

EXCLUSIVE 
REVIEW OF THE 
NEW ADIZERO 
F50’S

AND FIND OUT 
HOW YOU COULD 
WIN YOUR VERY 
OWN PAIR

S

MERSEYSIDE 
ENTERTAINMENT

THE RETURN OF

SPECIAL BEATLES EDITIONMay 2014

£3.00

LET IT 
BE TOUR 
ROCKS 
CITY
Fab four revived 
in epic tribute

VISIT 
THE 
BEATLES 
STORY
One of 
Liverpool’s top 
tourists attractions 
is waiting for you

MEET THE 
WIRRAL 

UKULELE
BAND

23 people 
simoultaneously 

playing ukuleles, 
what

 
could go wrong?

SEE 
WHAT 

PRAGUE 
HAS TO 

OFFER
EuroScene takes 

us to where 
entertainment is 

rich and the beer is 
cheap!

Journalism / Sports Journalism

Sean O’Brien Shelan Kafoor

Tabitha Lewis Tom Simpson

24



Journalism / Sports Journalism

OFF HER ROCKER
Local musicians claim they much prefer playing local, smaller 
gigs rather than risking it all for five minutes of fame on the 
likes of the X Factor

Jaki (in the middle) with co-writers of Eric’s. 
Photo by Bill Florek

“I also got a job as an exotic 
dancer” says Jaki Florek who 
is now the lead director of 
The Studio in Widnes and a 
key member of the Halton 
community. This all came 
from asking what she liked to 
do in her spare time, “I don’t 
really know what spare time 
is, how can you fit everything 
you want to do into just one 
lifetime?” 
Jaki states she had a terrible 
childhood and got pregnant 
at an early age, she managed 
to keep her baby as “you were 
automatically supposed to 
have them adopted back in 
those days.” She has however, 
worked extremely hard to get 
to where she is now including 
4 marriages, touring and 
working multiple jobs 
at one time.
“My first band was Shattered 
Dolls, a vile, violent glam-
punk band from 1979-82, we 
even got a record in the top 
20 independent charts and 
it was single of the week on 
Mike Reads Radio 1 show.” 
In 1984 Jaki started a new 
band ‘Adams Family’ where 
she met her current husband 
Bill. Jaki and Bill have been 
together for 29 years now “we 
even got married a few years 
ago. Fourth time lucky, so far, 
so good!”
The band had claimed some 
small success and even 
headlined The Marquee Club 
in London but around this 
time in 1995 Jaki began to fall 
ill. “I had to do the gig sitting 
down, I couldn’t understand 
what was happening to me” 
Jaki laughs when explaining 
she had once ripped a tendon 
on stage and didn’t cancel any 
gigs that tour, she played with 
her leg in a cast and crutches.
Jaki was diagnosed with FMS 
“body pain, muscle weakness 
and permanent 
exhaustion” after that 

Menieres disease “more 
shit.” She then began to 
get more involved with 
local music, something she 
had never had time to do 
before her illness.
Jaki along with youth 
of Halton, fought six 
years to have the Queens 
Hall Studio back up and 
running after its closure 
by the council in 2004. 
“I will always question 
decisions if I think they 
are wrong, it’s just how I 
am.” She is currently at 
war with the council again 
trying to prevent them 
from building a block of 
flats in place of where the 
Queens Hall used to be 
(located next to the studio, 
demolished this year). “I 
am sick of old buildings 
getting demolished instead 
of re-used.”
“ I would have loved a 
place like the studio when 
growing up”. Jaki went to 
art college and felt pretty 
much like an alien, “ I 
am far 
more interested in the 
studio providing a creative 
safe 
haven for young aliens 
than for 
budding pop-stars”. Her 
aim was for Queens to 
be somewhere children 
could feel they had a place, 
children that felt isolated 
elsewhere now had 
somewhere to go where 
there confidence would be 
boosted and many creative 
opportunities
 

on-hand. 
Jaki has always worked 
with young people, from 
teaching to working at a 
psychiatric hospital, “You 
often can’t alter someone’s 
circumstances, but if you 
can provide somewhere 
safe and creative it can 
give a bit of respite, and 

if you can give access to 
instruments and equipment 
and support it can provide a 
bit of equality of opportunity 
between ‘the haves’ and the 
‘have nots’.”
For Jaki, the main point was 
and is to create somewhere 
for young people who maybe 
didn’t fit in anywhere else, “I 
have a photo somewhere if 
a ten-year-old boy watching 
a band at the studio. He is 
wearing fairy wings, I
 love that.”
Jaki co-wrote the book ‘Eric’s: 
the best clubs are downstairs’, 
as well as being an unpaid 
volunteer as the director 
of LOOSE, a not for profit 
company Jaki set up to keep 
the venue running, she is 
also an artist and a writer. 
“I’ve always loved reading 
and writing, it was my way of 
escaping reality as a child”.
The Eric’s book was an 
on-going project that came 
from Jaki herself being 
interviewed by someone 

who was interviewing past 
members of the Eric’s club, 
as she had played there with 
Shattered Dolls. While Jaki 
was finishing off this persons 
work she was also writing 
local magazine ‘Feedback’ 
and was even part of ‘Making 
Music’ a national magazine 
that she was getting paid to 
write for. 
“I can’t remember when I 
started, but I also did re-
views, interviews and photos 
for a national 
magazine called Making 
Music. I got paid for them, 
which was useful.”
There is currently a copy of 
Erics’ on Amazon for £450, 
Jaki finds this really funny 
and also mentioned that 
there was an Adams Family 
album on Ebay for £7.99 and 
it already had two bids on 
it. She is very humble about 
her work especially when 
referring to ‘Eric’s’. “Seriously 
though, I am really proud 
of the book. But like most 

things I’ve done, if it turns 
out well I don’t feel like 
it was anything at all to 
do with me, like, it was 
already there.”
“First and foremost I am 
an artist. That is what I am. 
I’ve always done my own 
work.” Jaki now suffers 
from arthritis in her hands 
therefore she finds herself 
writing a lot more. Jaki 
did, however to create her 
own art, some of which 
is owned privately by the 
likes of Lord Snowdon and 
Princess Margaret.
Jaki now sticks to running 
the studio, mainly from 
home, sorting all
 the paperwork and 
attending any important 
emails, she no longer 
teaches but it still indeed a 
valued member of the 
Halton Community. “I’ve 
been a pensioner for 5 
years now, how funny 
is that!”

I Everyone has that dream 
of becoming famous, but 
do shows like X Factor spoil 
the reality by injecting fame, 
allowing the whole process to 
happen overnight in a sense?  
What would the music 
industry be like without the 
likes of X Factor?
Widnes has seen a lot of talent 
through the years, during the 
1960’s bands like the Beatles 
popped by to play a gig at the 
original Queens Hall, later 
through the years the small 
industrial town saw the 
‘Madchester’ movement in the 
90’s which involved the likes 
of the Stone Roses.
Thanks to The Studio that 
is situated next to the now 
demolished Queens Hall, 
Widnes has a current array of 
local talent ranging from all 
different ages.  The ‘CRMZ’ or 
‘Central Roomz’ contributes 
to this, offering one off shows 
for youth and other creative 
work shops. Just over the 
water in Runcorn there is The 
Hub which is connected to 
CRMZ and offers rehearsal 
space for Runcorn bands and 
The Brindley used to hold a 
youth workshop but is now 
a venue.
These venues offer something 
creative and different to the 
community, especially young 
people. One great opportunity 
for the young people is to be 
able to perform what they 
enjoy doing in a real gig 
situation to the 
local community. 
Liam Blackburn, a 19-year-
old local musician has been 
part of The Studio since its 
re-opening in 2010. His band 
Springbok opened last years’ 
‘Halton Rocks’ Event, “it was 
amazing, we got a bit of an 
odd interview after our set 
and we got to meet the 
drummer from Conan (a 
popular Liverpool band).”

Liam stated that he does not 
blame the contestants on the 
likes of X Factor for doing 
what they want to do, nor 
does he blame Simon Cowell, 
he is more angry with the fact 
that there are plenty of other 
talented musicians out there 
that are working hard to get 
to where they are. “In fact I 
find it quite s*** the fact that 
people like Rylan get all this 
attention for giving a piss 
poor performance of a spice 
girls song and yet there’s 
genuine boss musicians out 
there who are 
criminally underrated.”
Leanne Griffiths, a 21-year-
old Student who has grew up 
on the Halton music scene, 
and has a solo act called 
‘Annie’, has a completely dif-
ferent opinion to Liam over 
X Factor she says that she 
appreciates a good pop song 
and the process of writing a 
catchy song. “. I don’t really 
think it does any harm at the 
end of the day because a lot 
of it is just fun music and 
bands and artists who do 
write and perform their own 
music are still the popular 
choice for most people.”
Jack Evans is a 20-year 
old electronic engineering 
student who was a key youth 
member of the fight to get 
The Studio up and running 
again. His band Aeroplane 
Flies High started off at The 
Studio, recording their first 
EP there. They now practice 
at CRMZ but have recently 
been signed to London 
based Independent Label 
‘Snaketown’. It is obvious Jack 
appreciates everything his 
hometown has had to offer 
him as a musician. “Without 
the facilities available, the 
process of learning and 
recording music would 
have been impossible or just 
much slower. The studio and 
re-wire have enabled me 
to learn so much in such a 
short time!” His opinion on 
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It is time to get personal with Jaki Florek, the saviour 
of the Queens Hall Studio.
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SIZE ISN’T EVERYTHING

Liam Blackburn of Springbok

X Factor matched Liam’s, 
“it’s absolute garbage. It 
completely ruins everything 
great about music from not 
making honest original music 
to taking the limelight off of 
artists with talent, drive 
and passion!”
Each of these acts have 
worked their way up slowly 
by attending workshops as 
beginners to performing 
their first gigs at local events 
to spreading their wings 
and venturing off to venues 
around the country. Slowly 
gaining more recognition 
each gig, this resembles what 
the likes of The Beatles and 
The Stone Roses would have 
had to have done. The music 
industry is in a complete 
different state now due to the 
illegal downloading of music; 
however the incentive of 
these modern acts is 
still there.
The incentive appears 
obvious when the subject of 
selling out shows or working 
your way up by playing 
smaller gigs arose. Leanne 
said, “obviously it’s probably 
the big dream of many to play 
a massive venue and be lucky 
enough to fill it one day! 
However at the moment I’m 
quite happy to play anywhere 
that will let me.”
Jack much preferred the 
intimate gig setting, “Smaller 
more intimate gigs because 
the feeling can get lost in 
huge events.” 

Liam slightly varied as he 
doesn’t necessarily want to 
stay in Widnes all of his life, 
but he doesn’t want to be 
seen as some form of icon. 
“I wouldn’t want to be stuck 
in Widnes and Liverpool all 
my life but I don’t want to be 
seen as an icon or someone 
to be jealous of. I want to talk 
to people and I want to 
communicate with cool 
people. I’m like everyone else 
but I play an instrument.”
There are plenty of 

upcoming shows at 
The Studio 

“It’s a big 
dream of many 
to play a mas-
sive venue 
and be lucky 
enough to fill it 
one day”

including ‘Manhattan 
Coast’ on 23rd November 
and everyone is welcome. 
The look-out for local 
talent for next years ‘Halton 
Rocks’ is still going, you 
have to be of the Halton 
area, Widnes and Runcorn, 
and play your own mate-
rial. This would be a great 
opportunity for an up and 
coming band or act to get 
their foot in the honest 
and welcoming local music 
scene.

BEANS AND BROKE

THIS winter the 
big question will be 
“to heat or to eat.” 
     The credit crunch hit peo-
ple hard, and things look set 
to get harder as energy com-
panies announced rises in pre-
miums of up to nine per cent 
according to “Which?”.  
     What does this mean for 
the forgotten generation, stu-
dents, who could see an an-
nual increase of up to £139 
depending on their service 
provider?  In an article for 
the National Union of Stu-
dents, President Toni Pearce, 
says that many students who 
are starting university this 
year will face the prospect 
of not having enough money.      
     According to Miss Pearce 
more and more students are 
seeking full time jobs to fund 
their studies. University is 
meant to be the place where 
your life begins, where new 
experiences are embraced, 
not an institution shrouded 
with the prospects of mam-
moth debt and financial inse-
curities. There are thousands 
of students in the UK strug-
gling to pay their bills and 
afford their weekly food shop.
     Jo Bleasdale, Student Ad-
vice team manager at Liver-
pool’s John Moores Univer-
sity, said that there has been 
a “significant increase in the 
last five years in the number 
of students applying for cri-
sis loans” (a short term loan 
of £50 to £100 repayable 

within 30 days). “As stu-
dent finances are supplied in 
the form of loans I think the 
system is fair, but it could do 
with updating in the amounts 
that can be borrowed be-
cause some students don’t get 
enough.” Bleasdale added.
Steven Mosley, MP for 
Chester, said: “While I do 
not want a situation in 
which a student’s work 
comes before their stud-
ies, at different times we 
all have to adapt to get 
by and pay our way.” 
     According to the Office 
of National Statistics the 
number of available jobs 
has decreased in the last 
year, meaning fewer jobs 
for all, including students. 
The Student Loans Compa-
ny say that the average cost 
of living outside the London 
area for students is estimat-
ed at around £12,000, with 
the average maintenance 
loan covering less than half 
of that at around £5000. So, 
what happens when the loans 
just do not stretch and the job 
doesn’t cover the rest? Many 
students are forced to turn to 
the bank of mum and dad. 
     For Arian Hamilton, an 
undergraduate studying Law 
at the University of Chester, 
Mr Mosley’s words are a bit-
ter pill to swallow. Arian is 
one of those who relies on 
her parents financial support, 
currently receiving £40 a 
month just so she can pay for 
food. “I can’t afford it, I’ve 

considered dropping out 
because it’s (cost of living) 
too expensive. I’ve maxed 
out my overdraft already.” 
Arian currently works a min-
imum of 16 hours a week 
and still struggles. When 
asked what she did for fun 
she laughed. Spending most 
nights working, studying, or 
completing assignments Ari-
an struggles to find any mon-
ey for leisure. “It’s been over 
three weeks since I could 
afford to do anything except 
go for a walk.” She said.
     Her food cupboard, which 
could only be described as 
sparse at best, contained 
value baked beans, val-
ue pasta, and a select few 
sauces. Arian explained that 
this is what she had left to 
last the next two weeks. 
Perhaps then, with this lack 
of money something could 
be learned from the prac-
tices from other countries. 
     Daniella Dudley is cur-
rently having a very different 
experience at the University 
of Chester. Originally from 
Gibraltar, things are very 
different. Also studying 
Law, Daniella doesn’t face 
the prospect of mammoth 
debt at the end of her de-
gree. Instead she is given the 
promise by the Gibraltarian 
government that she will not 

have to repay a penny of her 
tuition fees if she completes 
her degree. “The government 
pay for my tuition fees and 
provide a maintenance loan 
which covers my rent, which 
means I have all summer 
to save up for fun money” 
said the 21-year-old student. 
     Both Arian and Daniella 
live at Abbeygate Student 
Accommodation in Chester, 
which is run by Fresh Stu-
dent Living, who also has a 
site in Liverpool. David Car-
roll, a manager at the com-
pany, explained that they try 
to keep the cost of accom-
modation to a minimum but 
are forced to continually 
raise the prices every year. 
“Due to the fact that energy 
companies keep pushing up 
their prices we have to 
do the same, otherwise 
we become a charity and 
not a profitable business.”  
The price currently stands 
at £6000 a year split into 
three payments of £2000 
which coincide with stu-
dents receiving their loans. 
The fee is all inclusive 
of utility bills 
and broad-
band, leav-
ing the residents with 
no surprise bills.  
    This perhaps should be the 
norm. Students could budget 

with full knowledge of exact 
amounts rather than being 
caught out at the end of every 
month with unmanageable 
bills and being forced to 
turn to parents or family for 
financial aid, or worse still, 
payday loan companies.
     Perhaps the immediate 
future of students is debt 
laden and full of value baked 
beans and pot noodles, but 
perhaps the government 
may one day follow Gi-
braltar in fully supporting 
the future generation of the 
country, rendering questions 
such as; “to eat or to heat?” 
irrelevant and antiquated.

him where he bought his t 
shirt one day and he said he’d 
made it himself for uni, and 
I told him he should make 
more because I wanted one.” 
Aled now owns three of the 
“Noice” designs and 
is described by Carl 
as “his guinea pig.”  
     Carl explained 
that for a while, 
he dismissed the 
idea of producing the 
t-shirts, finding stere-
otypical student excuses 
like “it’s too much work.” 
It wasn’t until the start of 
his second year in univer-
sity that “Noice” came into 
being. At the beginning of 
his second year Carl found 
that the amount of money 
he received from the Stu-
dent Loans Company had 
been cut by nearly £1000. “I 
have no idea why I got less, 
they never explained, but 
it’s probably the best thing 
to have happened.” Before 
embarking on his enterprise 
Carl applied for several jobs, 
but nothing ever materialised. 
So Carl turned to t-shirts. 
     Asked about the business’ 
name he laughed, saying it 
was because he al-
ways tries to talk like 
Del Boy and replies 
to most things with 
nice or “Noice”, so 
it was just a natural 
name for the brand. 
Questioning his ridic-
ulous antics such as 

the moustache and cam-
el tattoos he seemed quite 
proud of his achievements. I 
asked if he felt more mature 
since taking on a business to 
which he replied with a laugh. 
“My silly pranks are 
what make me who I 

am; it’s just what I do.”
     His latest stunt, which has 
gone viral, involves what he 
calls his “hangover cure”. He 
lights a cigarette, smokes it 

for a few sec-
onds then 

eats the 
c i g a -
r e t t e 
whole 
while 
it is 

still lit. 
Q u e s -

tioning wheth-
er he thinks this 

is mature behav-
iour he replied 
“no” but it doesn’t 
affect him. “I’m 
a firm believer in 

there being no such thing as 
bad press.” In the future Carl 
plans on using his pranks 
and stunts in a series of web 
adverts: “I used it (the ciga-
rette stunt) on my Facebook 
page, and it has received 
over 1,500 hits so far in its 
first month alone.” He said.
     Retailing at £18, the 
t-shirts currently make a prof-
it of nine pounds meaning 
that to date Carl has nearly 

made up for not 
receiving the ex-
tra £1000, with a 
profit of £765. Carl 
is a true example of 
how students can, 
if they put their 
mind to it, make 
the best of a bad 

by PETER THORNTON

The cost of living is on the rise, 
and the student loan threshold 
static for the past decade. The 
Echo investigates how 
students are coping with the 
economic pressure alongside 
their studies.
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GRAPHIC DREAMS
Featuring in the 
lads mag, Nuts, for 
having a moustache 
tattooed on the in-
side of his lip and 
a picture of a cam-
el on his toe, Carl 
Jones would at best 
be described as a lit-
tle wild. But behind 
the crazy image that 
his bravado por-
trays is an emerging 
talent in the world 
of graphic design.
     The 20 year old student, 
who is the owner of “No-
ice Clothing”, a bedroom 
based brand, is currently in 
his second year at Liver-
pool John Moores Universi-
ty studying graphic design. 
     “It all came about by ac-
cident really, I had to create 
a design for an assignment 
and then things have kind 
of just stemmed from that.” 
Carl said on the emergence 
of his brand. “Noice Cloth-
ing” has now sold 85 t- shirts 
in the last four months with 
more orders already placed. 
Not bad for a business that 
is currently being run from a 
single bedroom by the young 
Welsh entrepreneur. “I didn’t 
expect much from it to be 
honest, it was just an idea 
my mate came up with af-
ter he saw my initial design 
for my uni work” Carl said. 
     Aled Rice, the friend be-
hind the idea said: “I asked 

by PETER THORNTON

situation. One happy custom-
er is LLio Harman, a former 
work colleague of Carl’s ,who 
is also from North Wales: “I 
saw his (Carl) designs on 
Facebook and loved them, 
I’m surprised he’s doing 
it though, I’ve known him 
for years and he’s usually a 
real lazy bones. ” She said.
     Hoping for a career in 
business marketing graph-
ic design, Carl only sees 
his fledgling business as a 
means to an end and dreams 
for something bigger. “I love 
what I’m doing at the mo-
ment but I don’t want to be 
doing this forever. The aim 
is album covers. I want to 
be “that guy” who designed 
famous album covers, the 
next Storm Thorgerson or 
Vaughn Oliver.” The talent 
is already evident in some of 
the work that Carl has creat-
ed, from incredible sketch-
es of wild animals and rap 
stars, to popular figures in 
television and underground 
music artists from Liverpool.  
     So while silly pranks and 
stunts have earned this graph-
ic artist a place in a popular 
magazine on the weird and 
wonderful page, the talent 
and drive of this young man 
will surely catapult him onto 
the front of such publica-
tions as designer-in-chief 
within the next few years.

Hardship: every week 
is a financial nightmare 
for Arian.

STUDY: More and more students are having to juggle full time work with 
full time study

ON TREND: Carl’s designs including 
Heisenborg (left) and his twist on the John 
Lewis bear (above) are proving to be hits 
with buyers.

WILDCHILD: Carl 
relishes in his pranks 
and art.

©Carl Jones

©PETER TH
O

RN
TO

N

©NOICE CLOTHING Ltd

©NOICE CLOTHING Ltd

©NOICE CLOTHING Ltd

©PETER THORNTON

25



Welcome to
Radio

Pheobe Bennett - Coffee House Sessions & Sound Shed, two series of live outside broadcast 
music shows.

James Booth - Cultural Influences in US and UK Sitcoms, a radio documentary.

Liam Clemson - Flying Blind, an original radio drama.

Harry Colley - Power Slams & Traffic Jams, a radio documentary on British wrestling.

Louisa Day - Coffee House Sessions & Sound Shed, two series of live outside broadcast 
music shows.

Tom Gill - Once Upon Our Time, a modern drama with fairy tale intertextuality.

Louis Hamilton - Plunkett & Cummins, an original radio drama.

Taylor Hill - Talk the Talk, a radio documentary on dialect, accent and personal identity.

Satu Jårvelåinen - Journey Through the British Isles’s Accent Stereotypes, a radio 
documentary.

Pippa Jarvis - Top Ways for a Musician to Get Known, a radio documentary.

Beth Jepson - Addiction, a radio documentary.

James Kilsby - Music Revolutionaries, a radio documentary.

Matt Kong - Flying Blind, an original radio drama.

Major Radio Projects 
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Radio
Adam Marsden - The VP Show, producer of a weekly strand on The Cat Radio.

Tammy McCarthy - Coffee House Sessions & Sound Shed, two series of live outside broad-
cast music shows.

Victoria McTaggart-Richardson - Coffee House Sessions & Sound Shed, two series of live 
outside broadcast music shows.

Kelsey Miller - Going the Extra Mile, a radio documentary about children’s cancer.

Rob Mumford - Once Upon Our Time, a modern drama with fairy tale intertextuality.

Cath Norbury - Project Know It All, a series of 3 radio documentaries.

Stuart Rushworth - Coffee House Sessions & Sound Shed, two series of live outside broad-
cast music shows.

Georgie Sullivan - Tip of the Tongue, a documentary series about English accents & dia-
lects.

Stewart Wallace - Technical Producer & Facilitator of Outside Broadcasts.

Jade Wilton - Coffee House Sessions & Sound Shed, two series of live outside broadcast 
music shows.

Hannah Winstanley - Unsigned Musicians, a radio documentary.
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Radio
Students either:
- Managed and ran The Cat Radio on 1251 AM and online.
or
- Managed and ran a micro radio station, Garden Radio for the Garden Restaurant and 
Terrace Café.

In addition, all students contributed to the management and smooth running of The Cat 
Radio in a variety of ways, particularly as managing producers of programmes.
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Welcome to
Television Production

Rob Mumford- Producer/Presenter
TJ Cosgrove    - Director 
Thai Williams - Camera
Alex Fewings   - Camera

Documentary Devs is looking at 
independent game developers based 
around Manchester.

Emily Bauress - Producer
Tom Gill- Director
Elliane Venn - Presenter
Catherine Norbury - Floor Manager

The Talking Dead might sound like 
the latest horror blockbuster but 
it’s actually a documentary about 
zombie experience days based in 
Daresbury, near Warrington.
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Television Production

Matthew Kong-Director and Producer
Joe Thornton-Cinematographer and 
Editor
Matthew Watkins- Editor and Camera
Sean Blackmore-Sound and Assistant 
Editor.

A story of second chances, Round 
2 takes a look at Macclesfield Boy’s 
Boxing Club teaching kids discipline 
and respect as they bring out the very 
best of their potential.

Other works include:
Tom Cox
Nathan Jones

Based on true events, Dear Robert 
chronicles the story of Ethel and 
Robert Jones, a young couple 
separated by war and brought 
together by hope. Roman Attack. 
Rome 10AD. A Roman legion 
prepares for war. The clatter of armor 
and steel hang uneasy in the air. A 
lone soldier appears on the horizon. 
The invasion has begun.

Bridget Gyasi Birago
Amy Shaw
Alex Cowley
Sebastian Michielski

Buskers is a film that lifts the curtain 
on the magical, mysterious art of the 
street performance.  Speaking to three 
artists, the film reveals what their 
aspirations and dreams for the future 
are.

Louis Hamilton – Producer
Pip Biggs - Director
Alex McCue – Presenter
Rhys Bennett - Studio Manager

Service with a Smile documents 
Simon Carter, a greengrocer from 
Timperley, who’s surviving despite the 
number of local supermarkets in the 
area.  The film explores why Simon’s 
customers remain loyal.
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