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WELCOME
Proud of our long history and traditions, the 
University has always had an unwavering 
commitment to the pursuit of truth and 
freedom of enquiry. 

This programme, and its diverse range of 
events, including performances, talks and 
exhibitions, is a wonderful example of the 
University’s values, as we seek collectively 
to understand, and improve, the world in 
which we live.

We will be exploring the re-emergence 
of religion as a major global player in the 
21st Century; investigating the issues 
of malnutrition and public health policy 
in modern Britain; commemorating the 
centenary of the death of Edith Cavell; and 
celebrating the bicentenary of the birth of 
Anthony Trollope. We also look forward 
to welcoming author Michael Arditti to 
the Cheshire Prize for Literature Awards 
Evening.

Once again our lecturers will be taking 
part in the ever-popular Chester Literature 
Festival. This year, among our contributors 
is Visiting Writing Fellow, Dr Francesca 
Haig, whose post-apocalyptic novel, The 
Fire Sermon, has been translated into more 
than 25 languages.

As always, there is an inspiring and 
motivational range of fascinating Professorial 
Inaugural Lectures by Professors from 
Faculties across the University.

There will be lively performances and 
exhibitions at the Kingsway Campus 
demonstrating the exceptional work that 
our Arts and Media students produce.

The Faculty of Health and Social Care’s 
Museum will be open monthly and there 
will be several talks hosted by the Faculty’s 
Historical Society.

We very much look forward to welcoming 
you to the University of Chester and hope 
there is something of interest to you. 
Although this programme is correct at 
the time of printing, details may change 
unavoidably, so please visit  
www.chester.ac.uk/at-chester/events for 
the latest information, or contact Corporate 
Communications, 01244 511344 or 
events@chester.ac.uk

Admission to events is either:

• Free with no pre-booking necessary

• Free with pre-booking

• Or with tickets to be purchased  
in advance.
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SEPTEMBER 2015

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 • 6.30PM

Inaugural Professorial Lecture

GLOBALISED RELIGION IN AN ERA OF UNCERTAINTY 
- WHAT PROSPECTS FOR A NEW GLOBAL ETHIC OF 
PROGRESSIVE CHANGE
Professor Chris Baker, William Temple Professor of Religion and Public Life and 
Director of Research, William Temple Foundation.

Department of Theology and Religious Studies

This lecture explores the major challenges facing the globe and its future sustainability 
in the light of climate change, international terrorism and growing social and economic 
inequality. It also explores the re-emergence of religion as a major global player in the 
21st Century and asks whether or not we need a new ‘postsecular’ imagination that can 
help the emergence of a new global ethics and politics of progressive change. The lecture 
will explore a number of micro and macro case studies where both religious and secular 
world views and practices have come together to produce change for the better, and also 
asks whether we can begin to reflect from these the contours of a new, more sustainable, 
global ethic that will meet the challenges of the current uncertain age.

HOST: Corporate Communications 
VENUE: Beswick Lecture Theatre, Parkgate Road Campus, CH1 4BJ 
ADMISSION: Free but by ticket only 
CONTACT: events@chester.ac.uk or ring 01244 511344

© Chloe Dewe Mathews
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OCTOBER 2015

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3 • 10.30AM-3.30PM

UNIVERSITY OPEN DAY: 
WARRINGTON CAMPUS
Come along to our Open Day to find out for 
yourself what it would really be like to live 
and study here. Open Days are the ideal 
way to see if Warrington is right for you.

HOST: Visit Us team 
VENUE: Warrington Campus, Crab Lane, 
Warrington, WA2 0DB 
ADMISSION: Free 
CONTACT: 01244 512800  
visitus@chester.ac.uk or book online at 
www.chester.ac.uk/openday 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3 • 11AM-3PM

UNIVERSITY OPEN DAY: 
UNIVERSITY CENTRE 
SHREWSBURY
Come along to our Open Day to find out for 
yourself what it would really be like to live 
and study here. Open Days are the ideal 
way to see if Shrewsbury is right for you.

HOST: Visit Us team 
VENUE: University Centre Shrewsbury, 
Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury,  
SY3 8HQ 
ADMISSION: Free 
CONTACT: 01244 512800  
visitus@chester.ac.uk or book online at 
www.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/open-day 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7 • 1PM-4PM

FACULTY OF HEALTH AND 
SOCIAL CARE RIVERSIDE 
MUSEUM OPENING
The volunteers from the Faculty of Health 
and Social Care Historical Society have 
gathered a selection of curiosities from 
the world of medicine, nursing, midwifery 
and social work. The everyday and unusual 
objects from these fields of study and 
practice forms a permanent collection based 
at the Riverside Campus which is open to 
the public on one afternoon a month and at 
other times by arrangement only. ’The First 
World War: Returning Home’ exhibition 
also gives an insight into what a invalided 
home Cheshire soldier would have 
experienced on his return from the conflict.

Visitors with an interest in health and 
social care or local history are welcome 
to come along and find out more from 
the volunteers, many of whom have a 
healthcare background. Please note that 
we have modest accommodation and 
please use public car parks.

HOST: Faculty of Health and Social Care 
Historical Society 
VENUE: Riverside Campus, visitors 
should go to the main Riverside Campus 
Reception opposite the River Dee, Castle 
Drive, Chester, CH1 1SL 
ADMISSION: Free (no booking necessary) 
CONTACT: Roger Whiteley,  
r.whiteley@chester.ac.uk 
ring 01244 511619 or visit  
www.chester.ac.uk/hsc/historical-society 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7 • 4PM

AN ASPECT OF MIDWIFERY 
HISTORY: THE LONG AND 
CHEQUERED HISTORY OF 
THE SYMPHYSIOTOMY 
OPERATION
Dr Janette Allotey, Honorary Lecturer, 
University of Manchester, freelance 
historical researcher and Chair of De Partu, 
History of Childbirth Research Group

In the late 18th Century, the 
symphysiotomy operation (division of 
cartilage to widen the pelvis in childbirth) 
was proposed as an alternative to the 
treacherous Caesarean procedure. Its 
introduction was not without its early 
medical critics and despite some success, 
its overall utility was considered limited 
by most medical men in the West. As the 
safety and efficiency of the Caesarean 
operation increased in the early 20th 
Century, the procedure was abandoned in 
the United Kingdom. Meanwhile in Ireland, 
the procedure was re-introduced and 1,500 
operations were carried out between 1944 
and 1992.

This presentation will explore how this 
widely condemned practice was exposed 
as being relatively recently used in several 
hospitals in Ireland, eventually becoming 
the subject of a government enquiry. 
The survivors, their supporters and the 
government investigators all drew heavily 
upon oral testimonies, historical texts and 
medical records in the 21st Century to 
bring this to the attention of the public.

This presentation considers some of the 
ethical aspects of this dispute and the 
dangers and limitations of scrutinising the 
past, difficulties of avoiding bias, and in 
particular, of interpreting the past using 
modern day values and concepts. In the 
process it also raises the question of 
the criticism of clinical judgements and 
exposes possible social influences which 
may come to bear upon these.

HOST: Faculty of Health and Social Care 
Historical Society 
VENUE: Riverside Campus, University of 
Chester. Visitors should report to the main 
Riverside Campus Reception opposite the 
River Dee, Castle Drive, Chester, CH1 1SL 
ADMISSION: Free but booking necessary. 
CONTACT: Roger Whiteley,  
r.whiteley@chester.ac.uk,  
ring 01244 511619 or visit: 
 www.chester.ac.uk/hsc/historical-society 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7 • 7PM

TALE OF THE TIDES
Inspired by the art and culture of Brazil, 
five international performers present 
explosive dance, enchanting live music and 
captivating stories.

Tales of the Tides transports the audience 
to the streets of Brazil, where music and 
dance spring up unannounced among the 
close communities gathered together to 
share a soft drink and the latest gossip… 

Settle down with a soft drink as Tales of 
the Tides brings the myths and stories of 
the Brazilian seas alive through capoeira, 
dance and music!

HOST: Department of Performing Arts 
VENUE: Dance Studio 005, Kingsway 
Building, Kingsway, CH2 2LB, University of 
Chester 
ADMISSION: £8, £5 to University of 
Chester students and children 
CONTACT: Jane McLean,  
jane-mclean@hotmail.co.uk 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10 • 10AM-4PM 

UNIVERSITY OPEN DAY: 
PARKGATE ROAD CAMPUS, 
KINGSWAY CAMPUS, 
RIVERSIDE CAMPUS, 
THORNTON SCIENCE PARK
Come along to our Open Day to find out for 
yourself what it would really be like to live 
and study here. Open Days are the ideal 
way to see if Chester is right for you.

HOST: Visit Us team 
VENUE: Various sites across Chester, 
please see website for further details. 
ADMISSION: Free 
CONTACT: 01244 512800 
visitus@chester.ac.uk or book online at 
www.chester.ac.uk/openday 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 12 • 4PM

EDITH CAVELL: 
PROFESSIONAL NURSE 
AND RESISTANCE WORKER
Professor Christine Hallett,  
University of Manchester

This talk will take place on 
the 100-year anniversary of 
the death of Edith Cavell. 
She was shot at dawn for 
her work in helping First 
World War allied soldiers to escape through 
her Belgian hospital and was a pioneer in 
nursing education in Belgium. 

HOST: Faculty of Health and Social Care 
Historical Society 
VENUE: Riverside Campus, University of 
Chester. Visitors should report to the main 
Riverside Campus Reception opposite the 
River Dee, Castle Drive, Chester, CH1 1SL 
ADMISSION: Free but booking necessary. 
CONTACT: Roger Whiteley,  
r.whiteley@chester.ac.uk,  
ring 01244 511619 or visit:  
www.chester.ac.uk/hsc/historical-society 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 12 • 5.30PM

Chester Literature Festival

TROLLOPE AT 200
Dr Simon Grennan (Department of 
Art and Design) and Dr Yvonne Siddle 
(Department of English)

This year is the bicentenary of the birth 
of Anthony Trollope, one of the most 
prolific and best-loved 19th Century 
writers. Trollope expert Yvonne Siddle 
and graphic novelist Simon Grennan will 
discuss Trollope’s work as a 21st-century 
phenomenon, touching on his interests 
in Ireland and Australia, claiming him as a 
unique literary stylist and rather overturning 
the idea that he is an establishment 
mouthpiece – a novelist of the Victorian 
upper classes.

Yvonne has written widely on Trollope, 
particularly on his novels set in Ireland. 
Dispossession, Simon’s graphic adaptation 
of Trollope’s late novel John Caldigate, was 
published by Jonathan Cape earlier this year.

HOST: Chester Literature Festival 
VENUE: Chester Town Hall, Northgate 
Street, Chester, CH1 2HJ 
ADMISSION: Free 
CONTACT: www.chesterliteraturefestival.co.uk 

CHRISTINE HALLETT is Professor of Nursing History 
at the University of Manchester and Chair of the UK 
Association for the History of Nursing. She was the 
founding Chair of the European Association for the 

History of Nursing, and has published extensively on 
the subjects of nursing education, clinical nursing, 

and the history of wartime nursing. She holds 
Fellowships of both the Royal Society for the 

Arts and the Royal Society of Medicine.
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Available through all good bookshops and 
online or order direct

01536 452640 trade.orders.uk@oup.com
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13 • 7.30PM

LIVING IN EUROPE’S SUPERVOLCANO: VOLCANIC HAZARD 
AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT IN THE BAY OF NAPLES
Dr Martin Degg, Department of Geography and International Development

The Bay of Naples is arguably the world’s riskiest volcanic 
region. This talk examines its volcanic history, from the 
Campi-flegrei supervolcanic eruption 35,000 years ago to 
the most recent eruption of Vesuvius. It explores distinctive 
socio-economic and cultural challenges to emergency 
planning in this geologically and geographically distinctive 
part of Europe.

HOST: Department of Geography and International Development 
VENUE: CBB115, Best Building, Parkgate Road Campus, University of Chester, CH1 4BJ 
ADMISSION: Free 
CONTACT: Diane Spivey, diane.spivey@chester.ac.uk, 077084277322
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14 • 5.30PM

CONTEMPORARY FRENCH 
LITERATURE AND THE 
WORLD: BEYOND THE 
BELLY BUTTON
Brenda Garvey, Dr Jean Frederic-
Hunney and Dr Timo Obergöker

French literature is often considered 
as Parisian, self-centred and not really 
engaging with the non-French speaking 
world. Focusing on current trends in 
contemporary French (speaking) literatures, 
Brenda Garvey, Dr Jean Frederic-Hunney 
and Dr Timo Obergöker will discuss exciting 
new developments in one of the most vital 
literary scenes in the Western world to go 
beyond the “French Belly Button”.

HOST: Chester Literature Festival 
VENUE: Chester Town Hall, Northgate 
Street, Chester, CH1 2HJ 
ADMISSION: Free 
CONTACT:  
www.chesterliteraturefestival.co.uk 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14 • 7.30PM

EARLY METHODISTS 
AND OTHER ANIMALS: 
ANIMAL WELFARE AS AN 
EVANGELICAL ISSUE
2015 Fernley Hartley Lecture

Professor David Clough, Professor 
of Theological Ethics, University of 
Chester

In modern debates about animal welfare, 
such as those in relation to fox-hunting, 
we are apt to forget that the UK led the 
way in legislating against cruelty towards 
animals, and that it was evangelical 
Christians, concerned for God’s creatures, 
who were active in the first initiatives for 
legislation. This lecture will explore the 
contribution of John Wesley, other early 
Methodists, and other evangelicals to such 
initiatives. Professor Clough will argue 
that collective amnesia about the history 
of Christian moral concern about animals 
has not served the animals or the churches 
well. In an era in which the farming of 
animals has been dramatically intensified, 
he will suggest that it is time for the 
churches to recall the plight of animals as a 
fundamental Christian concern.

HOST: Chester Theological Society 
VENUE: Hollybank Building, Parkgate Road, 
Chester, CH1 4BJ 
ADMISSION: Free (sponsored by Fernley 
Hartley Trust) 
CONTACT: The Rev Dr Robert Evans, 
r.evans@chester.ac.uk; Rachel Barlow, 
rp.amari@btinternet.com 



11

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16 • 5.30PM

Chester Literature Festival

STRONGER FASTER SHORTER: FLASH FICTIONS
David Swann, Senior Lecturer in the Department of English

Imagine you’ve returned from a war to 
find the soldiers you killed wandering the 
streets of your home town and sleeping 
with all the girls you fancy.

The poor old pigeons aren’t having it much 
easier. They’ve flown back from overseas 
to discover their coop bolted shut. Word 
is, the birds’ homing has brought them 
somewhere strange.

In David Swann’s collection of 25 short-
short stories, the characters are searching 
for the things we all crave; a place to be; a 
use for their time; and that special creature 
who’ll share the hours with them…David 
reads from his brilliant new collection of 
very short stories, the inaugural publication 
of Flash: The International Short-Story 
Story Press.

David Swann is currently Senior Lecturer 
in the Department of English and Creative 
Writing at the University of Chichester, where he teaches modules on fiction, poetry 
and screenwriting. Swann’s short stories and poems have been widely published and 
won many awards, including six successes at the Bridport Prize and two in the National 
Poetry Competition. His debut short-story collection, The Last Days of Johnny North, was 
published by Elastic Press in 2006. In 2013, Swann served as judge for the Bridport Prize’s 
international flash-fiction competition.

HOST: Chester Literature Festival 
VENUE: Chester Town Hall, Northgate Street, Chester, CH1 2HJ 
ADMISSION: Free 
CONTACT: www.chesterliteraturefestival.co.uk 
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17 • 10AM-4PM 

UNIVERSITY OPEN DAY: 
PARKGATE ROAD CAMPUS, 
KINGSWAY CAMPUS, 
RIVERSIDE CAMPUS, 
THORNTON SCIENCE PARK
Come along to our Open Day to find out for 
yourself what it would really be like to live 
and study here. Open Days are the ideal 
way to see if Chester is right for you.

HOST: Visit Us team 
VENUE: Various sites across Chester, 
please see website for further details. 
ADMISSION: Free 
CONTACT: 01244 512800,  
visitus@chester.ac.uk or book online at 
www.chester.ac.uk/openday 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20 • 5.30PM

QUILTING YARNS: A QUILT 
TELLS A STORY
Fiona Roberts

Join us for a fabric journey, through the 
decades and brocades to find out how 19 
women from the University of Chester 
stitched together a beautiful quilt, to mark 
the institution’s 175th anniversary.

Using 151 different fabrics, 11 hand 
embroidery stitches and nine techniques, 
each square tells a story from the 
University’s journey from the founding of 
Chester Diocesan Training College in 1839 
to the present day. Hear their quilting tales 
and share your own in an afternoon of yarns.

HOST: Chester Literature Festival 
VENUE: Chester Town Hall, Northgate 
Street, Chester, CH1 2HJ 
ADMISSION: Free 
CONTACT: www.chesterliteraturefestival.co.uk 
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22 • 5.30PM

Chester Literature Festival

THE FIRE SERMON
Dr Francesca Haig in conversation with Dr Louisa Yates

It’s the End of the World, and We Love It.

Why do authors and readers keep revisiting the end of the world? What does our 
fascination with novels like The Road and The Hunger Games reveal about us? In a wide-
ranging discussion with Dr Louisa Yates, Visiting Writing Fellow Dr Francesca Haig will 
reflect on the enduring appeal of post-apocalyptic fiction, from the point of view of both a 
novelist and an academic.

Francesca‘s post-apocalyptic novel, The Fire Sermon, was published in 2015 by 
HarperVoyager (UK), with two sequels to follow. The series is being translated into more 
than 25 languages.

HOST: Chester Literature Festival 
VENUE: Chester Town Hall, Northgate Street, Chester, CH1 2HJ 
ADMISSION: Free 
CONTACT: www.chesterliteraturefestival.co.uk 
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22 • 6PM

MOVING PICTURES SPEAK A THOUSAND WORDS
Terry Smith, Senior Lecturer in Marketing, University of Chester, co-author to 
Marketing Communications: A Brand Narrative Approach and blog on latest 
developments in marketing communications.

Paul Heaton, Reform Creative, focussing on fitting video marketing into an overall 
digital strategy.

Joe Gosling, Bearded Fellows, the innovative usage of animation in 
communications (shortlisted in Prolific North Awards for Creativity).

Ian Sandall, SPL Communications, ‘DIY - video’ can work for you. Not to be missed 
by both learning and seasoned marketing professionals.

The use of video marketing in digital communications is becoming more prevalent in 
the modern day techniques used by marketers. This session brings together academic 
research of the marketplace, identified demands, and real life case studies from 
practitioners in these disciplines, highlighting the ‘wins’ and ‘pitfalls’ to share best practice.

HOST: This is a Chartered CPD event being held in conjunction with Chester Business School 
VENUE: Chester Business School, Queen’s Park Campus, Queen’s Park Road, Chester, CH4 7AD 
ADMISSION: £15, students £5 
CONTACT: To book: www.cim.co.uk/events/71797/  
CONTACT email: cimevents@cim.co.uk 
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29 • 6.30PM

Professorial Valedictory Lecture

WHEN HISTORY ISN’T ENOUGH: A REFLECTION ON 
MUMMING AS CULTURAL PERFORMANCE
Professor Peter Harrop, Emeritus Professor, Department of Performing Arts

The Mummers Play emerged 
somewhere between the re-founding 
of the Society of Antiquaries in 1707 
and the founding of the Folklore Society 
in 1878. For the theatre historian that 
somewhere incorporates the re-
invention of Italian commedia dell’arte 
as English pantomime in the London 
theatres of John Rich with the printing 
of chapbook mummers play texts in 
Newcastle upon Tyne. For the folklorist 
that somewhere has concerned the 
accretion of 18th-century theatrical 
borrowings onto a complex of much 
older midwinter visits and disguises. 

The lecture considers how an intersection of ephemeral popular theatre and calendar 
custom on the one hand and a particular strand of the history of ideas on the other, has led 
to the establishment of a long lasting, popular and widespread performance form. 

HOST: Corporate Communications 
VENUE: Beswick Lecture Theatre, Parkgate Road Campus, CH1 4BJ 
ADMISSION: Free but by ticket only 
CONTACT: events@chester.ac.uk or ring 01244 511344 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4 • 1PM-4PM

FACULTY OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE RIVERSIDE 
MUSEUM OPENING
See entry on page 5 for details.

OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2015
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4 • 4PM

NURSES ON THE VELDT (SOUTH AFRICA 1899-1902) 
AND THE BIRTH OF ARMY NURSING
Lt Col (Retd) Dr Keiron Spires QVRM TD and Alison Spires TD

The Boer War was important for British military nursing, as it was the first major 
conflict for Britain in which nurses in large numbers had been deployed. At the end of 
the war a new nursing service was created, the Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Military 
Nursing Service (QAIMNS), which saw nurses becoming a formed component of the 
British Army. The nurses who served in South Africa were pivotal to the acceptance of 
the need for nurses and nursing in time of war, wherever the sick and wounded were 
located. Keiron and Alison’s presentation will explore who these nurses were, why they 
volunteered for South Africa, and how they helped to shape the nursing service that 
worked to good effect in WW1.

Keiron is a Principal Lecturer at South Bank University and a member of the UK 
Association for the History of Nursing (UKAHN)’s Steering Committee. 

Alison is retired and is the Secretary of the Royal College of Nursing History of Nursing 
Society’s London and South East group.

HOST: Faculty of Health and Social Care Historical Society 
VENUE: Riverside Campus, University of Chester. Visitors should report to the main 
Riverside Campus Reception opposite the River Dee, Castle Drive, Chester, CH1 1SL 
ADMISSION: Free but booking necessary. 
CONTACT: Roger Whiteley, r.whiteley@chester.ac.uk, ring 01244 511619 or visit:  
www.chester.ac.uk/hsc/historical-society 

NOVEMBER 2015
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5 – FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6

MEDIA AND POLITICS GROUP ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Registration is now open for the Political 
Studies Association Media and Politics 
Group’s Annual Conference 2015.

The Conference will take place on Thursday 
5 and Friday 6 November 2015 at the 
University of Chester’s Parkgate Road 
campus.

In the year in which we have celebrated 
the 800th anniversary of the Magna Carta, 
and the 750th anniversary of English 
parliamentary elections (and the 175th 
anniversary of the University of Chester), 
the Conference is based around the theme 
of elections and the relationships between 
the media and these democratic processes 
in action.

Keynote speakers Ivor Gaber and Dominic 
Wring will be talking about the reporting of 
British elections, while Mercy Ette will be 
looking at this year’s election in Nigeria, a 
poll which witnessed the peaceful transfer 
of governmental power in Africa’s most 
populous and prosperous nation.

In addition, the Conference is set to feature 
more than 50 speakers from universities 
across the UK and Europe, and from as 
far afield as Africa, Asia, Australia and the 
Americas.

The topics of the Conference’s papers 
range from discussions of Nigel Farage 
and Nick Clegg to Boko Haram and Russell 
Brand; from Netflix to the BBC; from 
press ethics to social media; from Gay 
Pride to Syriza; from surveillance societies 

to slacktivism; from celebrity politics to 
Al-Qaeda; from political communication 
to journalistic representation; from the 
European Union to Islamic State. These 
presentations are set to offer a geographical 
scope which encompasses, among other 
places, Argentina, Australia, Belgium, China, 
Croatia, the Czech Republic, Denmark, 
England, Egypt, Finland, France, Ghana, 
Greece, India, Iran, Iraq, Italy, Kuwait, 
Malaysia, the Netherlands, Nigeria, Serbia, 
Scotland, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, 
Syria, the United States and Wales.

VENUE: Parkgate Road Campus, Chester, 
CH1 4BJ 
ADMISSION: £110, (discounts for members 
of the Political Studies Association and for 
students). This fee includes tea, coffee and 
lunch. Further information and to book:  
www.chester.ac.uk/media/research/psa-
mpg/call-for-papers  
CONTACT: Dr Alec Charles,  
a.charles@chester.ac.uk 
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11 • 1PM

THE EUROPEANISATION 
OF ENGLAND IN THE 
ELEVENTH AND TWELFTH 
CENTURIES 
Dr Tom Pickles

Grosvenor Museum Lunchtime  
Lecture Series

The period 950-1350 produced the 
Europeanisation of Europe as conquerors 
and colonisers from northern France 
spread a common set of economic, social, 
and cultural norms across the continent. 
If in some ways Europeanisation was a 
universal phenomenon, in others it was 
particular to each region. In this talk, 
Dr Tom Pickles explores the ways in 
which the Norman Conquest of England 
produced constitutional, tenurial, feudal, 
and cultural revolutions. These resulted 
in a new Anglo-Norman identity, built on 
European norms but peculiarly English. His 
talk will also include the evidence for the 
Europeanisation of Chester and Cheshire.

HOST: Department of History and 
Archaeology 
VENUE: Grosvenor Museum Lecture Theatre, 
27 Grosvenor Street, Chester, CH1 2DD 
ADMISSION: £3 pay at the door 
CONTACT: history@chester.ac.uk 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16 • 6.30PM

ANNUAL HAYGARTH 
LECTURE
Anne Longfield Children¹s 
Commissioner for England

Further details about the talk will be 
available here nearer the time  
www.chester.ac.uk/haygarth

The annual Haygarth Lecture was 
established in 2005 by public health 
teams across the region. It celebrates the 
legacy of 18th-century physician Dr John 
Haygarth, who pioneered disease control 
measures at Chester Institutions in the late 
1700s. The lectures are a joint collaboration 
between the University of Chester and 
Cheshire West and Chester’s Public Health 
Department.

VENUE: Binks Building, Parkgate Road 
Campus, University of Chester, Chester, 
CH1 4BJ 
ADMISSION: Free but booking essential. 
CONTACT: Moira Hazelton,  
m.hazelton@chester.ac.uk
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18 • 1PM

AMERICANISATION IN 
BERLIN: FROM WEIMAR 
CULTURE TO COLD WAR 
DIVISION 
Dr Tim Grady

Grosvenor Museum Lunchtime  
Lecture Series

Postdamer Platz was the throbbing heart of 
1920s Berlin. From the massive Wertheim 
department store to the Haus Vaterland, 
this district represented the spread of 
modern American cultural ideas. Twenty-
five years later, Potsdamer Platz was little 
more than rubble and burnt out buildings, 
but the Americanisation of German life 
continued apace. As Dr Tim Grady explores 
in this talk, throughout both periods, 
American influences were hotly contested. 
Between the wars, American consumer 
culture was associated with decadence, 
decay and lax morals. By the 1950s, 
Americanisation was again contested, 
only this time through the prism of the 
emerging Cold War.

HOST: Department of History and 
Archaeology 
VENUE: Grosvenor Museum Lecture Theatre, 
27 Grosvenor Street, Chester, CH1 2DD 
ADMISSION: £3 pay at the door 
CONTACT: history@chester.ac.uk 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19 • 7PM

HIGH SHERIFF’S CHESHIRE 
PRIZE FOR LITERATURE 
AWARDS EVENING
Dr Michael Arditti

Dr Michael Arditti will be guest speaker 
at the High Sheriff’s Cheshire Prize for 
Literature awards evening and will provide 
a unique insight into his career as well as 
taking questions from the audience. The 
announcement of this year’s winner of the 
Prize for Children’s Literature will follow 
and Michael will read the winning entry to 
the audience.

Michael was born in Cheshire and was 
awarded an honorary doctorate by the 
University of Chester. He is an English writer. 
He has written nine novels to date, including 
Easter, The Enemy of the Good, Jubilate 
and The Breath of Night. His most recent 
novel is Widows and Orphans. He has also 
written a collection of short stories, Good 
Clean Fun, is a prolific literary critic and an 
occasional broadcaster for the BBC. Much 
of his work has explored issues of spirituality 
and sexuality, and he has been described by 
Philip Pullman as ‘Our best chronicler of the 
rewards and pitfalls of present day faith’.

HOST: Corporate Communications 
VENUE: Molloy Auditorium, Parkgate Road 
Campus, Chester, CH1 4BJ 
ADMISSION: £3, to book visit  
http://shopfront.chester.ac.uk 
CONTACT: cheshireprize@chester.ac.uk  
or ring 01244 511344
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25 • 1PM

SUBURBAN SPRAWL, 
HIGH-RISES AND THE 
SEARCH FOR A POST-WAR 
BRITISH URBAN IDENTITY
Dr Hannah Ewence

Grosvenor Museum Lunchtime  
Lecture Series

As Britain emerged from six years of 
war, the nation’s many bombed out 
cities exacerbated a housing crisis which 
compelled government action. For urban 
visionaries, architects and socialist-minded 
politicians, the situation presented an 
opportunity: to re-design urban Britain, 
to sketch a modernist blueprint for cities 
across the land, and to redraw society 
itself. In this talk, Dr Hannah Ewence will 
explore the various urban solutions which 
emerged, from pre-fab housing and Le 
Corbusier-inspired ‘streets in the sky’, to 
sprawling suburban estates and satellite 
cities, considering how such schemes 
reshaped communities, society and the 
urban landscape of Britain. 

HOST: Department of History and 
Archaeology 
VENUE: Grosvenor Museum Lecture Theatre, 
27 Grosvenor Street, Chester, CH1 2DD 
ADMISSION: £3 pay at the door 
CONTACT: history@chester.ac.uk 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26 • 6PM

CANCER AND  
CANCER CARE
Debbie Wyatt, Senior Lecturer, Social 
Work and Inter-professional Education, 
Faculty of Health and Social Care and 
Professor Nick Hulbert-Williams, Reader, 
Psychology, Faculty of Social Science

One in two people are expected to develop 
cancer in their lifetime but overall survival 
continues to improve. This lecture will 
explore some of the physical, psychological 
and social dimensions of cancer and its 
treatments, and the impact this disease 
can have on people’s lives. Those affected 
by cancer and those close to them are 
first and foremost people. They may be 
young or old, have particular needs, require 
a range of treatments or need support 
in different environments. Providing 
appropriate health and social care can 
therefore be a challenge, but effective 
approaches to patient care at different 
stages of the cancer trajectory can improve 
the patient and carer experience.

VENUE: Riverside Campus, Castle Drive, 
Chester, CH1 1SL 
ADMISSION: Free, e-booking will be 
available via Eventbrite 
CONTACT: Barbara Holliday,  
b.holliday@chester.ac.uk, 01244 511117

NOVEMBER 2015
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2 • 1PM-4PM

FACULTY OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE  
RIVERSIDE MUSEUM OPENING
See entry on page 5 for details.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10 • 6.30PM

Inaugural Professorial Lecture

HUNGER AND MALNUTRITION IN MODERN TIMES: 
INFLUENCING PUBLIC HEALTH POLICY AND PRACTICE
Professor Lynne Kennedy, Department of 
Clinical Sciences and Nutrition

It is a damning statistic that despite surplus 
food supplies and an epidemic of obesity at 
least half a million children living in the UK 
today experience hunger on a regular basis. 

The recent explosion of Food Banks in the 
UK, is further indication of a society faced 
with unequal access to food. Throughout 
history policy makers and academics 
have debated the causes of hunger and 
malnutrition, whereby the poor have been 
accused of fecklessness or ignorance 
of how to cook and eat healthily. This, 
however ignores the role of wider social 
and economic factors that influence 
people’s health; the circumstances, into 
which people are born and grow up, live, 
work and age, and also the systems and 
services, that influence health, which in 
turn are shaped by a wider set of forces: 
economics, social policies, and politics.

Professor Lynne Kennedy has worked in 
academic public health and also nutrition for 

more than 25 years. 
Lynne was appointed 
to the first academic 
post in the UK 
created specifically 
in the field of public 
health nutrition. 
During this time she 
has served on many local, regional, national 
and international policy committees, 
advocating for improvements in health 
through addressing the issue of food 
poverty, hunger and inequalities in nutrition 
and health. She will review her research on 
the relationship between diet, income and 
health and her contribution in shaping the 
response of policy makers and practitioners 
to the complex social, cultural and political 
aspects of hunger and modern malnutrition.

HOST: Corporate Communications 
VENUE: Beswick Lecture Theatre, Parkgate 
Road Campus, Chester, CH1 4BJ 
ADMISSION: Free but by ticket only 
CONTACT: events@chester.ac.uk  
or ring 01244 511344

DECEMBER 2015
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19 • 1.30PM-3.30PM

READING GROUP MEETING: 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL
This event offers an opportunity to discuss 
Charles Dickens’s well-known A Christmas 
Carol in a friendly environment at the 
new University Centre Shrewsbury. Why 
not combine an interesting discussion 
with your Christmas shopping and visit 
Ebeneezer Scrooge’s ‘gravestone’? 
Shrewsbury was used as the location 
for the 1984 film version of ‘A Christmas 
Carol’, and Scrooge’s ‘gravestone’ is still 
visible at St Chad’s Church. 

HOST: Department of English 
VENUE: University Centre Shrewsbury, 
Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire, SY3 8HQ 
ADMISSION: Free but places are limited so 
please email d.wynne@chester.ac.uk  
CONTACT: Deborah Wynne,  
d.wynne@chester.ac.uk 

DECEMBER / JANUARY 2016

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6 • 1PM-4PM

FACULTY OF HEALTH 
AND SOCIAL CARE 
RIVERSIDE MUSEUM 
OPENING
See entry on page 5 for details.
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 23 • 2PM

A NEW APOLOGETICS: 
SPEAKING OF GOD IN  
A WORLD TROUBLED  
BY RELIGION
Canon Professor Elaine Graham, 
Grosvenor Research Professor, 
University of Chester

What do we think of when we hear the 
term ‘Christian apologetics’? In some 
circles, it has become synonymous with 
the defence of Christian doctrine in the face 
of unbelief or heresy, but often this has 
been narrowed down into arguments drawn 
from proof-texts or adversarial exposition 
of propositional belief. The challenge of 
apologetics today is to speak across a 
‘post-secular divide’ in the face of a culture 
‘troubled’ by religious movements perceived 
to be toxic, hypocritical or divisive. In a 
world which, as Terry Eagleton has put 
it, appears ‘divided between those who 
believe too much and those who believe too 
little’, can the Church justify its place amid 
the crowded and fractious spaces of public 
life; and how can ordinary Christians bear 
witness to their faith with integrity?

HOST: Chester Theological Society 
VENUE: Chester Cathedral, Abbey Square, 
Chester, CH1 2HU 
ADMISSION: £3 (students £1). Admission 
at the door. 
CONTACT: The Rev Dr Robert Evans, 
r.evans@chester.ac.uk;  
Rachel Barlow, rp.amari@btinternet.com 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2 • 6PM

THE BUSINESS OF FUNERALS: 
DYING, DEATH AND A 
UNIVERSITY CHAPLAIN
In 2012, the Anglican churches in South 
Warrington, which included the Warrington 
Campus Chaplain, commissioned six 
Advertising students to find out how to make 
funerals ministry better. At the same time, the 
Church of England was undertaking the same 
study, which led to the creation of a ‘Funerals 
Czar’. That Chaplain became part of the CofE’s 
Funerals Working Group. Three years on, 
much has been accomplished in this area: 
lessons learned; creativity and thoughtfulness 
harnessed; resources created; and valuable 
insights into the whole of the funerals industry 
gained. This presentation will explore why 
these efforts were undertaken, what it involved 
(and didn’t!), what was fascinating about all 
of it, and what this all means in the context of 
everyday life.

HOST: Chaplaincy Department 
VENUE: CRV119, Riverside Building,  
Castle Drive, Chester, CH1 1SL 
ADMISSION: Free 
CONTACT: Father Ian M Delinger,  
i.delinger@chester.ac.uk 

JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2015
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3 • 1PM-4PM

FACULTY OF HEALTH  
AND SOCIAL CARE  
RIVERSIDE MUSEUM 
OPENING
See entry on page 5 for details.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3 • 4PM

SCOTTISH WOMEN’S HOSPITALS: THE NURSES  
OF ROYAUMONT IN FRANCE 1914-1919
Dr Alison O’Donnell, Honorary Lecturer, University of 
Dundee, and member of the Royal College of Nursing’s 
History of Nursing Society’s Steering Committee.

Dr Alison O’Donnell will explore the history of the Scottish 
Women’s Hospitals. Founded by Dr Elsie Inglis, these 
remarkable units were staffed entirely by women, from nurses 
and surgeons to cooks and engineers. This presentation will 
focus on one hospital set up in 1914 at Royaumont Abbey, near 
Paris, France and the work of the nursing staff who cared for 
soldiers during WW1. 

HOST: Faculty of Health and Social Care Historical Society 
VENUE: Riverside Campus, University of Chester. Visitors should report to the main 
Riverside Campus Reception opposite the River Dee, Castle Drive, Chester, CH1 1SL 
ADMISSION: Free but booking necessary. 
CONTACT: Roger Whiteley, r.whiteley@chester.ac.uk, ring 01244 511619 or visit:  
www.chester.ac.uk/hsc/historical-society 
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 29 – FRIDAY, MARCH 11

DIVERSITY FESTIVAL
The University of Chester has been 
hosting an annual celebration of Diversity 
and Equality since 2006. The Festival has 
grown and evolved into an event which is 
recognised as an example of best practice 
within the sector. Since its inception 
the Festival has been nominated and 
shortlisted for two national awards and it is 
now an established event in the University 
and community. 

Dates and times of events in this year’s 
Festival are to be confirmed.

Further details available from:

www.chester.ac.uk/about/diversity-and-
equality/diversity-festival 

FEBRUARY / MARCH 2016

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10 • 6.30PM

Inaugural Professorial Lecture

PSYCHIATRIC RESPONSES 
TO TRAUMA
Professor Ben Green, Institute of Medicine

Professor Ben Green 
is a Consultant 
Psychiatrist and has 
worked in the NHS 
in Cheshire as a 
Medical Director and 
as a Lead Consultant 
Psychiatrist in the 
Secure Service 
at Cheadle Royal 
Hospital. He is the 
Editor in Chief for 
Psychiatry On-Line and Priory Medical 
Journals – the world’s first Internet 
medical journals.

He has had roles as a Royal College 
Examiner, been appointed by the Lord 
Chancellor to the Mental Health Review 
Tribunal 2003-2011, a University of 
Liverpool Examiner and is a Professional 
Adviser and Hospital Inspector to the 
CQC (Care Commission).

HOST: Corporate Communications 
VENUE: Beswick Lecture Theatre,  
Parkgate Road Campus, CH1 4BJ 
ADMISSION: Free but by ticket only 
CONTACT: events@chester.ac.uk  
or ring 01244 511344
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2 • 1PM-4PM

FACULTY OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE  
RIVERSIDE MUSEUM OPENING
See entry on page 5 for details.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2 • 6PM

WHY DO PEOPLE FALL 
FOR SCAMS?
Dr Jan Bailey, Researcher,  
Faculty of Health and Social Care

A scam may be defined as “an unsolicited 
contact involving a deceptive business 
practice where false promises are made to 
con individuals out of money.”

In 2006, it was estimated that £3.5 billion 
was lost by UK consumers each year as 
a result of scams and that 48% of adults 
had been victims of them. Scams include 
fake clairvoyants, lotteries, prize draws, 
inheritance fraud, miracle health cures 
and “419” advance fee fraud. Scammers 
adopt sophisticated techniques both in 
perpetrating fraud and targeting individuals; 
indeed they collate and share the details of 
people who have fallen victim to scams via 
a so called “suckers list”. There is evidence 
that older people are targeted by scammers 
and may lose more money when they fall 
victim to a scam when compared with 
people from other age groups. 

The research discussed in this presentation 
primarily evaluated a Public Health funded 
intervention, delivered by Trading Standards 
staff, that aimed to educate older people 

at risk of being defrauded about scams 
and also explored their experience of 
receiving scam mail and how they dealt 
with it. Previous research into scams has 
been concentrated in the disciplines of 
Information Technology, Business Studies, 
Criminology and Psychology; focusing 
mainly on their anatomy and design, and the 
techniques adopted by scammers to target 
individuals and sectors of the population. 
Our research took a new approach, framed 
by a social gerontological paradigm with 
researchers adopting narrative interview 
techniques to explore older people’s 
responses to scams and the impact being 
scammed may have on their wellbeing. 
Our findings suggest that, for some older 
people, scams present a significant risk to 
their physical and mental health.

HOST: Faculty of Health and Social Care 
VENUE: Riverside Building, Castle Drive, 
Chester, CH1 1SL 
ADMISSION: Free, booking will be available 
via Eventbrite 
CONTACT: Barbara Holliday,  
b.holliday@chester.ac.uk; 01244 511117



27

THURSDAY, MARCH 3 • 6.30PM

INAUGURAL 
PROFESSORIAL LECTURE
Professor Paul Kingston,  
Faculty of Health and Social Care

Further information about this lecture  
will be available nearer the time at  
www.chester.ac.uk/events

HOST: Corporate Communications 
VENUE: Beswick Lecture Theatre,  
Parkgate Road Campus, CH1 4BJ 
ADMISSION: Free but by ticket only 
CONTACT: events@chester.ac.uk or ring 
01244 511344

THURSDAY, MARCH 17 • 7.30PM

MOSQUES, WOMEN AND 
RITUAL PURITY
Dr Shuruq Naguib, 
Lecturer in Islamic 
Studies, University of 
Lancaster

Islam is often criticised 
as misogynistic, and 
its name is invoked by 
those who seek to perpetuate injustices 
and inequalities against women and girls. 
Stories of forced marriages, domestic 
violence justified under the guise of 
Sharia law, and female genital mutilation 
perpetuated by purported religious figures, 
continue to make headlines. Does the 
Quran really condone domestic violence? 
Should menstruation oblige women to 
take an inferior role in worship? Are pious 
women to be equated with submissive 
wives? What do Islamic teachings have 
to offer women in terms of freedom from 
male domination and holistic emancipation?

HOST: Chester Theological Society 
VENUE: Hollybank Building, Parkgate Road, 
Chester, CH1 4BJ 
ADMISSION: £3.00 (students £1.00). 
Admission at the door. 
CONTACT: The Rev Dr Robert Evans, 
r.evans@chester.ac.uk; Rachel Barlow, 
rp.amari@btinternet.com 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6 • 1PM-4PM

FACULTY OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE  
RIVERSIDE MUSEUM OPENING
See entry on page 5 for details.

THURSDAY, APRIL 14 • 6.30PM

Inaugural Professorial Lecture

SOCIO-ECONOMICS 
AND SOCIAL CAPITAL: 
CHALLENGES TO 
RATIONAL CHOICE 
ORTHODOXIES
Professor Paul Manning,  
Chester Business School

The financial crash that began in 2008 
intensified criticism of economic and 
management theories that understand 
rationality exclusively in terms of self-
interest. The orthodoxy of individual 
competition based on social atomism, 
which previously appeared unassailable, 
was exposed in the financial crises as 
either being wrong, or as being severely 
over-extended. Given this context socio-
economics has emerged as both a 
contemporary and persuasive alternative 
analysis and is framed by two insights. 
First, economic activity is not driven by 
social-atomism, but rather is dependent 
on social relations, and second the market 
economy is not a separate entity, but rather 
embedded in wider society. 

The social capital concept is concerned 

with socio-economic phenomena, and 
this lecture will detail the intellectual 
antecedents of the concept, and explicate 
additional reasons for its recent rise to 
prominence across the social sciences. 
The lecture will then give examples of 
how the concept can be applied to offer an 
expanded perspective on a various areas 
of business and management research. 
The lecture will further identify a number 
of generic processes that can guide the 
management of social capital processes.

HOST: Corporate Communications 
VENUE: Beswick Lecture Theatre, Parkgate 
Road Campus, CH1 4BJ 
ADMISSION: Free but by ticket only 
CONTACT: events@chester.ac.uk or ring 
01244 511344

APRIL 2016
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SATURDAY, APRIL 23 • 10AM

TEXTILE STUDY DAY:  
THE STORY OF WOOL
The fourth Textile Study Day will be 
devoted to the story of wool and will take 
place in Shrewsbury, a town which was 
once an important trading centre for the 
buying and selling of wool. From the fleece 
of the sheep to the beauty of high-quality 
woollen garments, this Study Day will 
explore the variety of stories to be told 
about wool. There will be expert speakers 
and displays. The cost includes lunch and 
refreshments. Places are limited, so please 
book in advance. 

VENUE: University Centre Shrewsbury, 
Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire, SY3 8HQ 
ADMISSION: £15 book via http://shopfront.
chester.ac.uk/ nearer the time. 
CONTACT: Deborah Wynne,  
d.wynne@chester.ac.uk 

TUESDAY, MAY 3 • 7.30PM

KEEPING FAITH WITH 
THE MILITARY: ARMED 
FORCES CHAPLAINCY AS 
LIVED PUBLIC THEOLOGY
The Rev Canon Andrew Todd,  
St Michael’s College, University of Cardiff

This lecture will explore the different 
dimensions of the role of Armed Forces 
chaplains, especially their pastoral, moral 
and ritual roles, particularly to show how 
chaplains engage with critical issues; 
including the part they play in relation 
to: military effectiveness, the identity 
and ethos of the Armed Forces, and the 
relationship between the Armed Forces 
and wider society. Reflection will be 
offered on Armed Forces chaplaincy 
as lived public theology, showing how 
chaplains provide insight for others who 
are concerned to engage theologically 
with military life and operations. Particular 
attention will be paid to whether the 
Church’s theological response to issues 
of security and defence has been fully 
informed by chaplains’ insight, or whether 
it might learn from them in this respect.

HOST: Chester Theological Society 
VENUE: Hollybank Building, Parkgate Road, 
Chester, CH1 4BJ 
ADMISSION: £3 (students £1)  
Admission at the door. 
CONTACT: The Rev Dr Robert Evans, 
r.evans@chester.ac.uk;  
Rachel Barlow, rp.amari@btinternet.com 

APRIL / MAY 2016



30

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4 • 12PM

EXPLORING IMPLICATIONS FOR PRACTITIONERS 
FOLLOWING A QUALITATIVE STUDY OF MIDLIFE 
WOMEN’S STAGES OF CHANGE FROM DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE TOWARDS FREEDOM
Dr June Keeling, Postgraduate Tutor,  
Faculty of Health and Social Care

Violence against women, including 
domestic violence, has been articulated 
as one of the most concerning social and 
health issues internationally and may be 
constructed as coercive control, with the 
range of behaviours constituting domestic 
violence seen as points on a continuum. 
Whilst domestic violence affects women 
across the lifespan, limited research 
exists to understand experiences of, and 
appropriate interventions to supporting, 
mid-life women breaking free. Mid-life 
women are largely absent from discourse 
and appear to ‘fall between the cracks’ of 
current responses that provide support 
and intervention to both younger women 
and older women, making difficult the 
development of appropriate interventions 
and prevention initiatives. Australia and 
the United Kingdom have similar legal 
and societal responses to domestic 
violence, providing a milieu from which this 
collaborative study developed. 

The aim of the study was to explore 
the mechanisms of support for mid-life 
women escaping and remaining free from 
relationship violence. Women aged 40-55 
years were interviewed in the UK and 
Australia and spoke of their challenges in 

leaving a violent relationship. For these 
mid-life women, this decision was not 
made lightly, and unlike their younger 
counterparts in both Australia and the 
UK, they did not return as readily to the 
relationship. A decision to leave was 
often ‘once and for all’ but needed to be 
sustained by ongoing support due to the 
health, social, economic and emotional 
impacts of living with domestic violence for 
an extended period of time. The findings 
have clear implications for practitioners 
who provide support to mid-life women 
escaping a violent relationship, and these 
are explored within the presentation.

HOST: Faculty of Health and Social Care 
VENUE: Bache Hall, Countess View, 
Chester, CH2 1BR 
ADMISSION: Free 
CONTACT: Dr June Keeling,  
j.keeling@chester.ac.uk 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 4 • 1PM-4PM

FACULTY OF HEALTH 
AND SOCIAL CARE  
RIVERSIDE MUSEUM 
OPENING
See entry on page 5 for details.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4 • 4PM

MENTAL HEALTH AND LEARNING DISABILITY:  
SEEKING SEPARATE IDENTITIES 
Professor Duncan Mitchell, Manchester Metropolitan University

Professor Mitchell will talk about the shared foundations of mental 
health and learning disability nursing, and how the fields formed 
separate identities in the 20th Century.

HOST: Faculty of Health and Social Care Historical Society 
VENUE: Riverside Campus, University of Chester. Visitors should 
report to the main Riverside Campus Reception opposite the River 
Dee, Castle Drive, Chester, CH1 1SL 
ADMISSION: Free but booking necessary. 
CONTACT: Roger Whiteley, r.whiteley@chester.ac.uk, ring 01244 
511619 or visit: www.chester.ac.uk/hsc/historical-society 
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THURSDAY, MAY 19 • 6.30PM

Inaugural Professorial Lecture

HANNAH’S SWEETS; MURPHY’S BISCUITS – 
MATHEMATICS AND UNCERTAINTY IN THE WORK  
OF BECKETT AND STERNE
Professor Derek Alsop,  
Department of English

In the summer of 2015 
a question in a Maths 
GCSE paper caused 
an online sensation. 
The outrage of 
dumbfounded and 
astonished students 
faced with the 
problem of Hannah’s 
sweets shows what can happen when the 
elegant solutions of mathematics seem 
at odds with everyday reality. Beckett’s 
Murphy experiences this when working 
out the mathematical possibilities of how 
to eat his packet of assorted biscuits: as 
he pauses in his calculations, a dog eats 
them for him. For Beckett and Sterne the 
attempt to say everything about anything 
important is doomed, but mathematics, 
geometry (and chess) seem to allow a 
complete exhaustion of at least some 

subjects. Numbers and angles, predictable 
sequences, calculations and probabilities 
offer a refuge from the chaos of lived 
experience. But the escape is temporary 
and delusional and we are left with the 
inexhaustible and unknowable uncertainties 
of the human condition. The resulting 
clash between perfect systems and 
imperfect lives is often both hilarious and 
tragic, as Sterne and Beckett confront the 
inexpressible. Beckett’s narrators find they 
are doomed continually to tell the story of 
who they are not, and Sterne’s Tristram, in 
trying to account for his life, finds that he 
is living 364 times faster than he can write. 
The temptations of finite patterns finally 
give way to an infinity of possibilities.

HOST: Corporate Communications 
VENUE: Beswick Lecture Theatre, Parkgate 
Road Campus, CH1 4BJ 
ADMISSION: Free but by ticket only 
CONTACT: events@chester.ac.uk  
or ring 01244 511344
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SATURDAY, MAY 21 • 1.30PM-3.30PM

READING GROUP 
MEETING: PRECIOUS BANE
Mary Webb, a popular writer of the early 
20th Century, set many of her novels in her 
native Shropshire. Precious Bane (1924) 
is one of her most well-known novels and 
was adapted for TV in 1989. Join us to 
discuss this fascinating novel and its screen 
adaptation at the new University Centre 
Shrewsbury. 

HOST: Department of English 
VENUE: University Centre Shrewsbury, 
Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire, SY3 8HQ 
ADMISSION: Free but places are limited so 
please email d.wynne@chester.ac.uk  
CONTACT: Deborah Wynne,  
d.wynne@chester.ac.uk 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1 • 1PM-4PM

FACULTY OF HEALTH AND 
SOCIAL CARE RIVERSIDE 
MUSEUM OPENING
See entry on page 5 for details.

SATURDAY, JUNE 4 • 10AM-4PM 

UNIVERSITY OPEN DAY: 
PARKGATE ROAD CAMPUS, 
KINGSWAY CAMPUS, 
RIVERSIDE CAMPUS, 
THORNTON SCIENCE PARK
Come along to our Open Day to find out for 
yourself what it would really be like to live 
and study here. Open Days are the ideal 
way to see if Chester is right for you.

HOST: Visit Us team 
VENUE: Various sites across Chester, 
please see website for further details.
ADMISSION: Free 
CONTACT: 01244 512800,  
visitus@chester.ac.uk or book online  
at www.chester.ac.uk/openday 

MAY / JUNE 2016
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THURSDAY, JUNE 30 • 6.30PM

Inaugural Professorial Lecture

MEASURING PERCEIVED EXERTION IN CHILDREN: 
OVER TWO DECADES OF PROGRESS?
Professor Kevin Lamb, Department of Sport and Exercise Sciences

Kevin is a Fellow of the British Association of Sport and Exercise Sciences (BASES) and 
has been in the Department since 1992. Prior to that, he was a Research Assistant and 
a Lecturer in the Department of Movement Science at the University of Liverpool. Kevin 
has taught across all levels at Chester and for 10 years delivered Research Methods/
Statistics modules in Hong Kong and Singapore. He has supervised countless final-year 
undergraduate and over 50 Masters Dissertations, and 12 successful MPhil/PhD students.

HOST: Corporate Communications 
VENUE: Beswick Lecture Theatre, Parkgate Road Campus, CH1 4BJ 
ADMISSION: Free but by ticket only 
CONTACT: events@chester.ac.uk  
or ring 01244 511344

WEDNESDAY, JULY 6 • 1PM-4PM

FACULTY OF HEALTH 
AND SOCIAL CARE  
RIVERSIDE MUSEUM 
OPENING
See entry on page 5 for details.

JUNE / JULY 2016
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COMMERCIAL MUSIC 
PRODUCTION SHOWCASE
The annual Commercial Music Production 
showcase event, Aspiration Live, is 
organised by University of Chester 
Commercial Music Production students 
within the Department of Media at the 
Warrington Campus. 

It is a chance for the students to showcase 
musical acts they have been fully 
developing and recording over the course 
of the year, to the public and guests from 
the music industry.

Typically, the line-up is a strong and eclectic 
blend of University of Chester talent, 
including alumni and current students, as 
well as musicians from the local area.

This event usually takes place in April or 
May and further details will be available 
here nearer the time

www.chester.ac.uk/media/news  

LEARN A LANGUAGE!
The Department of Modern Languages 
is running part time language evening 
courses in Arabic, French, German, 
Italian, Mandarin Chinese, Polish, Russian, 
Japanese, Portuguese and Spanish. 
Courses commence September, February 
and May (subject to minimum numbers).

For more information please telephone 
01244 511168, email lsp@chester.ac.uk 
or see www.chester.ac.uk/languages/
parttimelanguagecourses 

THE PROFESSOR GLYN 
TURTON LECTURE
This series of high-profile public lectures 
honours Professor Glyn Turton, the 
respected scholar and former Head of 
English, Dean of Arts and Humanities, 
and Senior Pro Vice-Chancellor at the 
University.

The inaugural lecture, in April 2010, 
delivered by Professor Glyn Turton, was 
on ‘“Yorkssshhhire”: Some Reflections on 
Common Speech and Literary Language in 
the Verse of One County’. Other speakers 
have included: Professor Michael Green 
(Northumbria University) on ‘For the Sake 
of Silence: History, Fiction, and the Spaces 
In Between’; Dr Juliet John (University of 
Liverpool) on ‘Dickens Worlds: Culture, 
Commerce and the Heritage Industry’; 
Professor Will Kaufman (University of 
Central Lancashire) on ‘Woody Guthrie: 
Hard Times and Hard Travelin’: A Live 
Musical Documentary’; Professor Martin 
Stannard (University of Leicester) on 
‘Meeting Muriel Spark’; and Dr Andrew 
Tate (Lancaster University) on ‘Margaret 
Atwood’s Apocalypse: A Contemporary 
Novelist at the End of the World’.

Information about the next lecture, in 
spring 2016, will be forthcoming at:  
www.chester.ac.uk/departments/english

ADDITIONAL EVENTS



For accessibility information or to obtain this 
publication in an alternative format – large print,  
on audio tape or in translation, please contact: 

Corporate Communications 
Tel: 01244 511344  
Email: events@chester.ac.uk

PUBLIC EVENTS PROGRAMME 
AUTUMN 2015 – SUMMER 2016  
WWW.CHESTER.AC.UK/EVENTS


