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EN4001 Studying Literature 

EN4001 Studying Literature is a foundational core module for all first-year students of English. Using a 

range of texts (plays, poems, short stories and novels) from the Renaissance onwards, the module 

introduces you to the key skills involved in reading, writing essays, sitting examinations and giving oral 

presentations at university, as well as introducing you to the important foundational techniques, tools 

and terminology of literary criticism. These will be applied and developed through the discussion and 

analysis of individual texts in seminars. The content will also offer a ‘taster’ of the wide variety of literature 

which, as a student of English, you may encounter during your university degree at Chester. You will study 

poetry by Donne and the Romantics; short stories (for example, by Poe and Charlotte Perkins Gilman); 

drama by Wilde and Shakespeare; and novels by Dickens, Austen and McEwan. 

As you can imagine, with so much ground to cover, keeping up with reading for the module can be 

challenging. You will find it very advantageous, therefore, if over the summer can read the books listed 

below.  

Please note: Under the Aspire Bursary Scheme Single Honours English Literature students will be given 

copies of the books shown in bold for this module on arrival at the University, so you may want to borrow 

copies from a library or from friends to read over the summer.  

 Jane Austen, Northanger Abbey, edited by Susan Fraiman (New York and London:W.W.Norton 

& Co., 2004) [ISBN 978-0-393-97850-6] 

 Henry James, The Turn of the Screw, edited by Deborah Esch and Jonathan Warren (New York 

and London: W.W. Norton & Co.,1999) [ISBN 9780393959048] 

 Ian McEwan, Atonement (London: Vintage, 2002) [ISBN 978-0099429791] 

 William Shakespeare, Twelfth Night, edited by Roger Warren and Stanley Wells (Oxford: OUP, 

2008) [ISBN 978-0199536092] 

For more information please contact: 

Dr Eileen Pollard (email: e.pollard@chester.ac.uk) 
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EN4002 Approaches to Literature 

CORE TEXTS 

The texts shown in bold are the two set texts for the course.  They will be available free from the 

university bookshop with the new university Aspire scheme - so you do not need to purchase them: 

 Andrew Bennett and  Nicholas Royle, Introduction to Literature, Criticism and Theory, fourth 

edition (Harlow: Pearson, 2009)  

 Peter Barry, Beginning Theory, third edition (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2009) 

We will also be studying the following two novels and their film adaptations, in addition to other literary 

texts.  You will therefore need your own copies of the books and DVDs: 

 J.Rowling, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone (London: Bloomsbury, 2014) or J. K. Rowling, 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone (London: Bloomsbury, 1997)   

 Chris Columbus (dir.), Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone (Warner Bros., 2001) 

 Suzanne Collins, The Hunger Games (London: Scholastic, 2008) 

 Gary Ross (dir.), The Hunger Games (Lionsgate, 2012) 

 Francesca Haig, The Fire Sermon (New York: Gallery Books, 2015) 

RECOMMENDED TEXTS 

The following books are recommended (rather than set) texts.  You do not have to buy these, but if you 

can afford them they are worth getting, as your understanding of the material on the course (and, 

indeed, of your three years studying English) will be improved a great deal by reading them and applying 

their ideas.  They may be available cheaply second hand (e.g. at the university bookshop, second-hand 

shops in town; or on-line via abebooks.co.uk, Amazon marketplace or eBay, for instance).  If you can get 

an earlier edition for less than a more recent one, this is acceptable.  And of course, you can borrow 

them from the university library:  

 Robert Eaglestone, Doing English, third edition (London: Routledge, 2009) 
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 Julie Rivkin and Michael Ryan (eds), Literary Theory: An Anthology, second edition (Oxford: 

Blackwell, 2004).   

EN4003 Contemporary Literature  

[A first-year module taken only by Single Honours English Literature students.]  
 
Included in the set texts for this module are the following: 
 

 Julian Barnes, The Sense of an Ending (London: Vintage, 2012)  

 Carol Ann Duffy, The World’s Wife (London: Picador, 2010) 

 Ian McEwan, First Love, Last Rites (London: Vintage, 2006) NB. This book will be available free 

from the university bookshop with the university Aspire scheme - so you do not need to 

purchase it. 

 Harold Pinter, Celebration and The Room (London: Faber and Faber, 2006) [Two plays in one book] 
 

 

 

 

In addition to the three core modules listed above you will also take ONE of the optional modules listed 
on the following pages. 
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EN4004 Poetry  

This module is offered as one of two options to Single Honours students in the first year.  It offers an 
alternative to the traditional poetic canon, exploring voices from the 16th century to the present day that 
you might not have encountered before.  It focuses in particular on those voices that have been variously 
silenced or marginalised, and who used poetry as a radical tool to subvert the norms of their worlds.  The 
course includes poetry by Renaissance, Restoration, and American Puritan writers such as Aemilia Lanyer, 
Aphra Behn, and Anne Bradstreet, through to 19th century African American and Native American poets, 
and writers from the Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s.  Poetry knows no boundary of gender, race, or 
time, and the poems included on the module deal with all the subjects that matter most to us, from the 
most personal aspects of human relationships to the broadest of philosophical concerns about life, love, 
and death. 
 
There is no specific advice on reading before the course begins. Generally, read as much poetry as you 
can – from 1500 to the present day (any good anthology will be an excellent place to start). 
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EN4006 Fiction  

This module explores different types of fiction, especially those different in terms of form, such as the 

graphic novel and the short story cycle, but also those different due to style through use of dialect or 

accent. Through reading a wide range of texts by male and female authors from different class and ethnic 

backgrounds, the module also considers influences both old and new on writers and the production of 

their texts. For example, the intertextual relationship between the Old Testament and fairy tale in 

Jeanette Winterson’s Oranges are not the only fruit, and the slippage between memoir and narrative in 

terms of Alison Bechdel’s Fun Home. The module also considers narrative strategy within poetry, such as 

Jackie Kay’s Adoption Papers. 

The texts you will need to purchase are listed below: 

 Jeanette Winterson, Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit (Vintage, 1991)  

 Jackie Kay, Adoption Papers (Bloodaxe, 1998) 

 Irvine Welsh, Trainspotting (Vintage, 1994)  

 Zadie Smith, White Teeth (Penguin, 2000) 

 Kazuo Ishiguro, Never Let Me Go (Faber and Faber, 2010)  

 Clare Allen, Poppy Shakespeare (Bloomsbury, 2007) 

 Alison Bechdel, Fun Home (Jonathan Cape, 2006) 

 Jennifer Egan, A Visit from the Goon Squad (Corsair, 2011) 

Words of advice… 

… please feel free to read all the texts before you arrive if you wish. However, if that feels a little ambitious, 

then I would suggest you concentrate on reading White Teeth by Zadie Smith, as this is one of the longer 

texts on the module. 

This book was Smith’s first novel and it was published in 2000 to great acclaim. Try and find out more 

information about how it was received critically by doing web searches for book reviews. Also, see if you 

can read an interview with Smith and/or watch an interview with her on the internet. 

While you are reading, I would like you to consider the following questions: 

 Why do you think the novel is called White Teeth? What is the significance of the colour white in 

the text and/or teeth? 
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 Try to write a few words about each of the different voices used in the novel. How effective are 

they at conveying the story? How interesting are they? Are they all as interesting as each other, 

and if not, why not? 

 Think about how race is represented in the novel and write down a few thoughts about what 

divides the characters and what unites them. 

 How is ‘family’ represented in the novel? In particular, have a think about the Joneses, the Iqbals 

and the Chalfens, and write down a few words about how these families were formed and how 

they operate. 

 

Finally, and most importantly, enjoy reading this funny, yet serious, book! 

 


