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OVERVIEW

The MA Dyslexia Research and Practice is designed primarily 

for school teachers, tutors in HE/FE institutions and other allied 

professionals who wish to study at Postgraduate level and achieve 

specialist dyslexia teaching and assessing qualifi cations from the 

British Dyslexia Association.

 

The MA Dyslexia Research and Practice programme develops 

your knowledge and understanding of dyslexia and other Specifi c 

Learning Diffi  culties and builds your confi dence around literacy 

and numeracy diffi  culties to be able to make a real diff erence to 

children, young people and/or adults with literacy and/or numeracy 

diffi  culties and dyslexia. We will encourage and strengthen your 

confi dence to participate in debates around dyslexia and its 

implications which will enhance your professional development.

The MA Dyslexia Research and Practice programme also off ers the 

British Dyslexia Association professionally accredited Approved 

Teacher Status, Approved Practitioner Status and Associate Member 

awards at both Schools and FE/HE levels. Teachers and practitioners 

become ‘Specialist Teachers’, ‘Specialist Practitioners’ and ‘Assessors of 

Dyslexia’, being able to identify, informally assess and teach children 

and formally assess young people and/or adults with literacy/

numeracy diffi  culties and dyslexia.

These qualifi cations help teachers extend their knowledge and 

understanding of dyslexia, their teaching skills and abilities at 

Master’s level. It develops professional standards at Master’s 

level in critical refl ection, systematic enquiry and application to 

practice through engagement with research, literature and policy 

frameworks for pedagogical practice, curriculum development, 

collaborative working and leadership.

PROGRAMME FOCUS

The MA Dyslexia Research and Practice focuses on cultivating the 

necessary skills and attitudes to enable students to become eff ective 

specialist practitioners, thereby improving provision for learners 

with dyslexia. The Programme aims to increase the participation of 

pupils with dyslexia by “building professional expertise in identifying 

dyslexia and developing eff ective ways to help learners overcome its 

eff ects” (Rose Report: DCSF, 2009, p.9) and this is still pertinent today 

in line with the new SEN Code of Practice (2014).

 

The programme evidences the synthesis between critical thinking 

and refl ection, relating this to practice. There is emphasis on 

utilising the literature and relevant research to develop critical 

and refl ective practitioners. Learning activities will include a mix of 

strategies combining elements such as lectures, group discussions 

and learning conversations through the use of a Virtual Learning 

Environment (VLE) and action research. During our programme 

you will utilise your experiences as a teaching professional to 

critically refl ect on your own practice and develop confi dence in 

sharing good practice and articulating new insights. Delivery is 

through taught sessions which foster lively debate and cover issues 

that are both current and relevant to practice. Assessments are 

designed to encourage critical engagement with literature and 

refl ect on professional practice.

Specifi cally, the MA Dyslexia Research and Practice promotes 

critical understanding of the implications of teaching and learning 

for learners with dyslexia. Students facilitate critical refl ection 

regarding the research and perspectives of the learning behaviours 

of learners with dyslexia in the classroom, college, university and 

the workplace.

Students explore research and enquiry about the range of teaching 

and learning approaches and resources to facilitate learning for 

those with dyslexia and continue to develop the knowledge, 

understanding and skills to support other teachers and colleagues 

in their professional and curriculum development within a dyslexia-

focussed strategy to promote impact and change.
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THE ACADEMIC CREDIT STRUCTURE

All MA degrees are made up of 180 credit points known as CAT points 

(Credit Accumulation Transfer). You can move these between Universities. 

At Chester these points are accumulated through 20 credit modules. 

Each module is designed to take one term to complete. This is a typical 

pattern for a full MA, although you can take up to six years to complete 

the full programme from the fi rst time you register for the programme.

A Postgraduate Certifi cate comprises 3 modules (60 CATs) and usually can 

be completed in 3 terms. A Postgraduate Diploma comprises 6 modules 

(120 CATs). A full MA comprises 180 credits which would ordinarily 

include a compulsory dissertation or equally weighted research project 

worth 60 credits. The dissertation itself is an independent, original piece of 

research, and usually takes around a year to complete. Throughout your 

dissertation you will be provided with a supervisor within the specialist 

area that you want to investigate who will support and guide your study.

We run dissertation research workshops on the two teaching Saturdays 

each term. We hope that they will provide research students with a peer 

community, act as a forum to exchange research ideas and raise issues 

about the course, and off er you the chance of meeting other academic 

members of staff  to help you with your study.

ACCREDITATION OF PRIOR LEARNING (APL)

APCL

To claim credit for prior accredited learning (credit you have already 

achieved from the University of Chester or any other university) you 

can apply if your previously achieved credit was gained within the 

previous 5 years.  You will need to complete an Accreditation of Prior 

Certifi cated Learning (APCL) form and bring a copy of your certifi cate 

and transcript to the MA Programme Leader, who will sign off  the form 

and process your credit, subject to specifi c requirements. If you think 

you may be eligible for APCL, please contact the Programme Leader, 

who will consider your application on an individual basis.

APEL 

You may also submit a claim for Accreditation of Prior Experiential 

Learning (APEL). This may be for work you have accomplished in a 

professional capacity. This has to be submitted in the same way as 

an assignment and we provide tuition and guidance. There is a fee 

payable for each 20 credits that you bring in. Currently this is charged at 

£220 per 20 credits.

GRADUATE LOYALTY DISCOUNT SCHEME

The Graduate Loyalty Discount Scheme of up to £1,000 is available 

to former ex-graduates of the University of Chester. This off ers £1,000 

discount across the cost of a Master’s programme. It works on a pro rata 

basis and is applied at a rate of £111 discount per 20 credit module. 

Terms and conditions apply.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment takes place at the end of every module and usually 

consists of an assignment or a case study. The submission dates are set 

to be the start of each subsequent module i.e. three times a year, or in 

some instances will be arranged during the module.

What if I need to extend the deadline for the submission of 

an assignment? You can have an extension to a module or defer 

from it until a later, negotiated date.

EXTENSION

If, for quite legitimate reasons, you are unable to submit your 

assignment by the deadline, you can apply for up to a fi ve-week 

extension. The Request for an Extension form is available on Moodle 

on the MA Dyslexia Research and Practice Programme page. Your 

completed request form must be sent to the Programme Leader (and 

copied to the module tutor) prior to the original deadline, allowing 

suffi  cient time for them to respond. We encourage students to try 

their utmost to meet deadlines as we know from experience that 

extending deadlines can lead to other problems with your studies. We 

keep a record of those applying for extensions and will contact anyone 

who seems to be continually struggling to meet deadlines to off er 

support. Extensions can be agreed for up to a maximum of 5 weeks. 

After this time, the assignment will be deferred to the next assessment 

submission date and treated as a Deferral.

DEFERRAL

Our Assessment Board is in January each year. Our Reassessment Board 

is in May. If you cannot submit your work in time for one of these 

Boards, you need to defer your module assessment using the Request 

for Deferral form on Moodle on the MA Dyslexia Research and Practice 

Programme page.  The Request for Deferral form must be returned as 

soon as possible prior to the original submission date to the Programme 

Administrator or the Programme Leader and to Registry Services. This 

request is then considered at the Programme Studies Board meeting 

which meets monthly. Should the leave to defer be granted, students 

will receive formal notifi cation of their next submission date from the 

Academic and Professional Programmes Administrator.

What happens if I need to take time out?

You have up to six years* to complete your MA from the start of 

registration and up to three years to complete a Postgraduate 

Certifi cate. If, for any reason you wish to suspend your studies you 

will need to complete the Interruption of Studies form which is 

available on Moodle on the MA Dyslexia Research and Practice 

Programme page, from the Academic and Professional Programmes 

Administrator, or the Postgraduate Offi  ce of Registry Services. It is 

important to be aware that this does not extend the registration period. 

Students must complete all studies by their provided “fi nish date”. All 

requests for interruption of studies are reported to the Programme 

Assessment Board in January of each year.

* In cases of the successful applications of APL, this period will be reduced pro-rata.
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What happens if I fail something?

Your tutor will contact you and discuss additional support. You can 

resubmit any failed work, once more, usually at the next submission date. 

We recommend a tutorial before any resubmitted work is assessed. There 

will be an additional cost to resubmit your work.

ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION – TURNITIN

All written assignments are submitted electronically through 

TurnItIn, an online submission portal attached to each module. 

The process is similar to adding an attachment to an email. The 

system automatically logs the date and time you submitted your 

assignment, sends you a receipt and also notifi es the relevant tutor 

that your assignment is ready for marking. 

Electronic submission eases the process for you in handing in 

your work, as it can be done from anywhere in the world. It also 

safeguards you and us – by providing clear evidence of your 

submission and providing us with safe storage for your assignment. 

It also means we can access your work from anywhere in the world, 

at any time, as can second markers and our external examiners.

Tutors will usually return your annotated work and feedback 

electronically which means you should receive feedback promptly. 

We aim to return work within four weeks of submission.

DISABILITIES AND SPECIFIC NEEDS

If you have any disability, specifi c need or illness that 

would require assessment through diff erent circumstances, 

please contact the Programme Leader. For more detailed 

information, please follow this link http://www.chester.ac.uk/

campus-life/support-for-student/disability-support

DELIVERY PATTERN 2016/2017

The MA Dyslexia Research and Practice is delivered part-time 

through two* weekend schools per term. The dates for 2016-

2017 are shown below. Sessions run from 5.00 pm – 7.00 pm 

on the Friday evening and 9.30 am to 4.00 pm on the Saturday. 

There is no other attendance, though you may want to attend 

individually negotiated tutorials, particularly when studying 

for your dissertation. It is expected that you attend all sessions. 

Sometimes you may experience unavoidable diffi  culties and 

you fi nd you have to miss a session. We would expect you to 

contact the Module Tutor to discuss alternative arrangements 

especially for students working towards British Dyslexia Association 

accreditation where there is a direct contact hours requirement.

(* PG Cert only:  Term 1 = 3x weekend schools, please see dates below.)

Postgraduate Programmes Induction Day

Saturday 17th September 2016: 9.30am – 3.00pm

Weekend School Dates

The study dates for the academic year 2016-2017 are:

Term 1 (Postgraduate Certifi cate students only)

Weekend 1  Friday 30th September 2016  5.00pm-7.00pm

 Saturday 1st October 2016 9.30am-4.00pm

Weekend 2  Friday 28th October 2016 5.00pm-7.00pm

 Saturday 29th October 2016 9.30am-4.00pm

Weekend 3  Friday 18th November 2016 5.00pm-7.00pm

 Saturday 19th November 2016 9.30am-4.00pm

Term 1 (Postgraduate Diploma students only)

Weekend 1 Friday 30th September 2016 5.00pm – 7.00pm

 Saturday 1st October 2016 9.30am – 4.00pm 

Weekend 2 Friday 18th November 2016 5.00pm – 7.00pm

 Saturday 19th November 2016 9.30am – 4.00pm

Term 2 (All students)

Weekend 1 Friday 27th January 2017 5.00pm – 7.00pm

 Saturday 28th January 2017 9.30am – 4.00pm

Weekend 2 Friday 17th March 2017 5.00pm – 7.00pm 

 Saturday 18th March 2017 9.30am – 4.00pm

Term 3 (All students)

Weekend 1 Friday 12th May 2017 5.00pm – 7.00pm

 Saturday 13th May 2017 9.30am – 4.00pm

Weekend 2 Friday 23rd June 2017 5.00pm – 7.00pm

 Saturday 24th June 2017 9.30am – 4.00pm
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MODULES WITHIN THE PROGRAMME

Module 

Code

Module Title Academic Qualifi cation Professional Qualifi cation

Postgraduate Certifi cate

CD7401

20 Credits
Identifying and Assessing Learners with Dyslexia

PG Cert ATS BDA and APS BDA

CD7402

20 Credits
Learning and Teaching Strategies for Learners with Dyslexia

CD7403 or 

CD7410

20 Credits

Teaching Learners with Dyslexia (CD7403) or Teaching 

Learners with Dyscalculia/Numeracy Diffi  culties (CD7410)

Postgraduate Diploma

CD7407

20 Credits
The Ethics and Rationale of Psychometric Assessment

PG Dip AMBDACD7408

20 Credits
Psychometric Assessment and Individualised Learning

CD7409

20 Credits
Evaluation of Psychometric Assessment

Masters

CD7208

60 Credits
Taught Dissertation MA n/a

MA Dyslexia Research and Practice Timetable 2016 – 2017

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3

Postgraduate Certifi cate

CD7401

Identifying and Assessing Learners 

with Dyslexia

CD7402

Learning and Teaching Strategies for Learners 

with Dyslexia

*(see below - ‘all year’ modules)

*CD7403 or CD7410 (runs all year)

Teaching Learners with Dyslexia (CD7403) or Teaching Learners with Dyscalculia/Numeracy Diffi  culties (CD7410)

Postgraduate Diploma

CD7407

The Ethics and Rationale of Psychometric 

Assessment

CD7408

Psychometric Assessment and Individualised 

Learning

CD7409

Evaluation of Psychometric Assessment

Postgraduate Diploma

CD7208

Dissertation (runs all year)

(Availability of modules is dependent upon viable student numbers.)
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RESEARCH AND DISSERTATION

The dissertation provides you with an opportunity to focus on an 

aspect of your practice which you have selected. It will be your own 

personal and professional journey. It enables you to become an 

expert in your chosen fi eld and, perhaps, contribute something 

original to the fi eld of education. You will be supported through your 

studies by a dissertation supervisor who will monitor your progress 

and provide personalised support through tutorials – face-to-face 

and online.

DELIVERY

We can deliver from our Riverside Campus in Chester or other 

educational settings. The latter may be preferable for those who 

work within clusters or have a large number of staff  interested in 

taking part.

COSTS

Cost: per 20 credit module = £460

 per annum (3x 20 credit modules) = £1,380

Costs to educational settings may be reduced where there are 

suffi  cient numbers.

Academic and Professional Programmes Administrator: 

 Jo Cowan: j.cowan@chester.ac.uk • 01244 511579

 Apply online at www.chester.ac.uk

POSTGRADUATE LOANS 

You may be eligible to apply for a Postgraduate Loan from 

Student Finance England (SFE), if you meet the qualifying 

criteria. To see if you meet their requirements, please go to:

www.gov.uk/studentfi nancesteps
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