
Time Title Description Facilitator Venue Booking

10.00-14.30 UKRO: EU Funding Advice

Have you thought of applying for funding from the European Union?

Are you ambitious, motivated and ready to enhance your career by engaging in 

international projects? Or do you simply want to know more?

Jon Brookes, an expert in European funding, will give a series of talks about European 

funding.  

Jon Brookes, UKRO
Westminster 

CWE125/2
Book

15:00-16.00
UKRO: EU Funding Advice: One to 

one sessions

An opportunity for one-to-one surgeries with Jon Brookes to discuss your EU 

application. 
Jon Brookes, UKRO

Westminster 

CWE124/2
Book

14.30-16:00

Writing a Successful Grant 

Application : An Academic 

Perspective

Oliver has successfully gained research funding from several external funders including 

the Gerda Henkel Foundation (£200,000), Irish Research Council (£200,000) and the 

ERC (£1.5 Million). A former employee of UoC, Oliver has kindly agreed to return to 

give this presentation. 

Prof Oliver Scharbrodt, 

Professor of Islamic Studies

Westminster  

CWE126/1
Book

16:00-17.30
An Introduction to Research 

Professional

Research Professional gives you access to the latest funding information, with 

personalised searches / email alerts by discipline and funding sources. This session will 

show you how to best utilise RP and will give existing users a chance to ask questions 

and gain useful hints and tips. 

Greg Clarke, 

Research Professional

Westminster 

CWE126/1
Book

18:30 - 19:30
Key Note Speaker: Dr Dame Sue Ion 

FREng FRS

18:00 - 18:30 Refreshments & Networking

18:30 - 19:30 Key Note Speaker

With the UK seeking to replace its retiring nuclear reactors with a new fleet of modern 

power plants and aspiring to return to the top table in terms of being at the leading 

edge of scientific research and innovation in Advanced Modular Reactor technologies, 

what does this mean for our University research and teaching base? What role do we 

expect nuclear power to play in our future energy mix? How can we attract the 

requisite number of skills into the nuclear sector? What more should we be doing to 

attract the students of the future into STEM subjects and into topics relevant to the 

Nuclear Industry?

 Sue Ion will give a personal perspective on these important issues.

Dr Dame Sue Ion FREng FRS Binks CBK011 Book

Research Festival

Programme of Events

Wednesday 11th April 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ukro-eu-funding-advice-tickets-43745004486
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ukro-eu-funding-advice-one-to-one-sessions-tickets-43745078708?aff=utm_source%3Deb_email%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dnew_event_email&utm_term=eventurl_text
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/writing-a-successful-grant-application-an-academic-perspective-tickets-43745164966?aff=utm_source%3Deb_email%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dnew_event_email&utm_term=eventurl_text
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/an-introduction-to-research-professional-tickets-43124274867
https://drdamesueion.eventbrite.co.uk/


Time Title Description Facilitator Venue Booking

10.00-12.00
Artful Inquiry and Dealing 

with Complexity

This practical workshop is designed for active researchers to creatively express, explore 

and help organise their research thoughts and ideas through visual means – and in a 

safe environment. It aims to equip researchers with some practical techniques of visual 

‘problem structuration’ and ‘problem exploration’ which build curiosity and confidence 

in their own work. The workshop is particularly relevant for those starting or conceiving 

their research works (e.g. doctoral researchers), but all researchers are welcome to 

enhance their current research toolkits. No prior experience of artful inquiry is 

required.

Prof Tony Wall, 

Director of International 

Thriving at Work Research 

Group

Westminster 

CWE125/1
Book

12.30-13.00
Introducing the "Hidden Academic 

Network"

There has been a surge of interest, in recent years, in ‘alternative academics’: research 

active people with PhDs, but not employed in what may be seen as ‘traditional’ 

academic roles. This session will elaborate on the aims and the objectives of the 

Hidden Academic Network, share research and data on this area, and discuss how the 

network will be integrated into the Research Network more widely at the University. 

Dr Anna Mackenzie, 

Senior Project Officer

Westminster  

CWE125/1
Book

14.30-16.00 Science Communication

This session will explore why communicating scientific research is important (both for 

researchers in H.E. and industry, and for society as a whole), some of the issues which 

make it difficult, and some approaches for overcoming those problems.  We will 

consider why science outreach activities often don’t reach particular demographic 

groups, and look at ideas for creating science activities which communicate with – 

rather than just ‘to’ – audiences which are both larger and more diverse.  There will be 

opportunities to exercise your puzzle-solving skills, and to explore how history, popular 

culture, performing arts, and unusual infectious diseases can all help in communicating 

scientific concepts and discoveries to the wider public.

Angela Lupton, 

STEM Co-ordinator & Dr. 

Helen Southall, Senior 

Lecturer

Westminster  

CWE125/1
Book

16:00-17:30 Shut Up and Write 

Shut Up and Write provides a friendly and supportive space that turns the often 

solitary process of writing into a group event. All you need to do is to turn up with 

everything you need to write. The session is structured around set periods of individual 

work interspaced by short breaks. So if you have some writing to do then come along 

and join us!

Dr Simon Beer, PGR 

Information and Enhancement 

Officer

Westminster 

CWE124/1 
Book

Thursday 12th April 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/artful-inquiry-and-dealing-with-complexity-tickets-43745223140
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/introducing-the-hidden-academic-network-tickets-44018942843
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/science-communication-tickets-43745291344
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/shut-up-and-write-tickets-44138600743


18.30-19.30

Public Lecture: Parables of Care - 

comics and creative responses to 

dementia care

In this lively illustrated lecture, Simon Grennan will describe the making of the 2017 

comic book 'Parables of Care', which presents creative responses to dementia care, as 

told by carers. The book includes 14 informative and touching stories, which were 

adapted by more than 100 case studies of real-life dementia care found at  

http://carenshare.city.ac.uk

Simon worked with partners from London City University, Douglas College Vancouver 

an the NHS to produce the new book. The lecture will illuminate the specific 

opportunities arising in adapting the case studies as drawings, including the use of 

ambiguity and emotion in a clinical context.

Dr Simon Grennan,

Leading Research Fellow Art & 

Design

Binks CBK107 Book

Time Title Description Facilitator Venue Booking

10.00-11.00
Engaging students to produce 

quality research (and outputs)

This session explores real case studies to illustrate how undergraduate students can 

contribute towards quality research and yielding meaningful outputs. Bringing down 

research from the ivory tower to the practical landscape, can benefit both the students 

and the academics. While presenting conference posters and co-authoring academic 

papers give students both the CV-boosting prestige and professional networking 

experience, the additional efforts invested by the academics to foster such talents are 

also equally rewarded by the research outputs. 

Dr Yu Jia, 

Senior Lecturer in Mechanical 

Engineering

Molloy CML104 Book

11.00-12.00 REF2021: Focus on Impact

This session will cover;

An overview of rules of engagement

Impact and environment 

External Research Partnerships: comparing pathways to impact. 

Dr Elizabeth Christopher, Dr 

Simon Grennan & Dr Alex 

Tankard

Molloy CML104 Book

12.30-15.30
Interdisciplinary Research 

Brainstorming Session: Energy

A facilitated brainstorming session designed to strengthen interdisciplinary planning 

activities, initiatives and grant applications in Energy.

Cake will be provided! 

Prof Joe Howe, 

Executive Director of the 

Energy Research Institute 

Molloy CML104 Book

14:00 - 15:00
How to present your research to a 

general audience (for PGR students)

This session gives some introductory tips on presenting your research to a non-

specialist audience. We will cover the some key differences between teaching in a 

lecture situation and giving a talk, and offer some suggestions for giving engaging and 

accessible presentations to a general audience.

Learning and Teaching 

Institute 
Chritchley CCR014 Book

15.30-16.30 Poster Presentations & Networking An opportunity for staff and students to re-present conference posters Various Molloy CML 006
No booking 

required 

Friday 13th April 

https://parablesofcare.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/engaging-students-to-produce-quality-research-and-outputs-tickets-43748597232
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ref2021-focus-on-impact-tickets-43890616014
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/interdisciplinary-research-brainstorming-session-energy-tickets-43890813605
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/how-to-present-your-research-to-a-general-audience-for-pgr-students-tickets-44547305189


Time Title Description Facilitator Venue Booking

All day
The Textile Stories Study Day: 

Working Textiles: Textile Workers

This Textile Stories Study Day will explore textiles in relation to work, working people 

and working practices. There will be talks, displays and demonstrations which will 

examine textiles from many different angles. From smocks, to tatting, to workers' lives 

in the Flax Mill at Shrewsbury, to the cotton mills of Manchester, the day will examine 

many of the interesting ideas and histories associated with fabric and craft. 

Prof Deborah Wynne, 

Professor of Nineteenth-

Century Literature

The Guildhall, 

University Centre 

Shrewsbury

Book

Time Title Description Facilitator Venue Booking

10.00-13.00

Preparing for the REF2021: 

Advanced Research Impact and 

Case Study Development

Session aimed at people who might assume a role of a Unit Coordinator or those who 

are interesed in the upcoming REF2021 submission. Due to limited number of spaces, 

please email m.pricewilliams@chester.ac.uk to express your interest in this session.

Bulletin - external provider Riverside CRV102
m.pricewilliams

@chester.ac.uk

13.45-16.45

Preparing for the REF2021: 

Gathering Evidence to Corroborate 

Your Impact

Session aimed at resarchers for the upcoming REF2021 submission. Due to limited 

number of spaces, please email m.pricewilliams@chester.ac.uk to express your interest 

in this session.

Bulletin - external provider Riverside CRV102
m.pricewilliams

@chester.ac.uk

10.00-11.00
Research at University Centre 

Shrewsbury

Professor John Buckley will be giving an overview of the 'best of' research at the 

University Centre Shrewsbury which will include New Circulation Therapy, Standing 

Desks and Apps for Wheelchair Exercisers.

Prof John Buckley, 

Professor of Applied Exercise 

Science

Best CBB117 Book

11.00-14.00

Interdisciplinary  Research 

Brainstorming Session: Health, 

Wellbeing & Ageing

A facilitated brainstorming session designed to strengthen interdisciplinary planning 

activities, initiatives and grant applications in Health, Wellbeing & Ageing.

Cake will be provided! 

Joe McArdle,

Director of Health & Medical 

Innovation

Best CBB117 Book

12.00-13.00 BAM! Scholars @The Ship

Scholars @The Ship are conversations in a relaxed setting No PowerPoint. No prompts. 

No pressure. The conversations will involve a small gaggle of people interested in 

learning and ideas beyond the confines of a classroom. Conversations for those who 

want to learn, to listen, or to talk about ideas.  To feel stimulated by, share or create 

ideas. To start or to develop and progress their research. 

Prof Tony Wall, 

Director, International 

Thriving at Work Research 

Group

The Ship Inn, 

Handbridge
Book

Saturday 14th April 

Monday 16th April 

https://storefront.chester.ac.uk/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=6&products_id=335
mailto:m.pricewilliams@chester.ac.uk
mailto:m.pricewilliams@chester.ac.uk
mailto:m.pricewilliams@chester.ac.uk
mailto:m.pricewilliams@chester.ac.uk
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/research-at-university-centre-shrewbury-tickets-43749109765
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/interdisciplinary-research-brainstorming-session-health-wellbeing-ageing-tickets-43890919923
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bam-scholarstheship-tickets-38447922772


13:30 - 14:30
How to present your research to a 

general audience (for PGR students)

This session gives some introductory tips on presenting your research to a non-

specialist audience. We will cover the some key differences between teaching in a 

lecture situation and giving a talk, and offer some suggestions for giving engaging and 

accessible presentations to a general audience.

Learning and Teaching 

Institute 
Binks CBK106/1 Book

14.00-16.00
An Introduction to 

Commercialisation 

1. Overview of intellectual property, patents and the patenting process

2. Managing technology transfer from a university perspective

3. Spin-outs vs. licensing

4. Support infrastructure

Paul Vernon, 

Martin Morlidge & Heather 

Thompson (Commercial 

Operations Team)

Molloy CML102 Book

16.00-17.00
Knowledge Transfer Partnerships: 

Why you should get involved.

This session will explain from an academic’s point of view: what KTP’s are and what 

they are not; how to get involved; how to apply for one; what the good and maybe not 

so good aspects are of the scheme. 

KTP’s involve employing a new graduate (the ‘associate’) who works in the partner 

company but who is employed by the University. The associate is supervised by one or 

more academics whose role is to transfer their knowledge to the company via the 

associate. The associate also has a supervisor within the company. 

Prof Gary Davies, Professor of 

Business strategy 
Binks CBK010 Book

15.00-17.00 Poster Presentations An opportunity for staff and students to re-present conference posters Various Small Hall
No booking 

required 

Time Title Description Facilitator Venue Booking

10.00-11.00 Industrial Strategy An overview of Industrial Strategy within the University sector
Charlie Woodcock, Senior 

Executive Director

Westminster

CWE126/1
Book

11.00-12.30 Bid writing for the UoC

Overview of the bidding work of the Strategic Economic Development Directorate 

(SEDD).  The session will include the kinds of funding opportunities SEDD work on, 

advice and things to consider when seeking external funding, and how the SEDD team 

can support you.

Jane Pearson, Project 

Development Manager & Aida 

Javorskiene, Strategic Projects 

Officer

Westminster

CWE126/1
Book

11:00 - 12:00
Managing the Transition from 

Industry to Academia

This session will include advice and tips to consider when moving from industry to 

academia. 

Dr Frances Atherton, Senior 

Lecturer & 

Dr. Paul Moran, Senior 

Lecturer

Molloy CML102 Book

Tuesday 17th April 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/how-to-present-your-research-to-a-general-audience-for-pgr-students-tickets-44547356342
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/an-introduction-to-commercialisation-tickets-43750025504
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/knowledge-transfer-partnerships-why-you-should-get-involved-tickets-43750496914
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/industrial-strategy-tickets-43925441177
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/commercial-bid-writing-tickets-43925809278
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/managing-the-transition-from-industry-to-academia-tickets-43891062349


13.00-14.00 Crowdfunding Your Research

Crowdfunding has exploded as a method of raising funds; everything from independent 

film to legal challenges to sticky tape that looks like Lego. But how might it be of use as 

a funding stream for Academic Research? Helena will explore this through several key 

examples of where crowdfunding has been utilised as a tool for funding research, or 

research outputs, in the last few years.

Helena Astbury is Alumni and Development Officer at the University of Chester. She 

has successfully led crowdfunding campaigns in the worlds of the arts and academia, 

and mentors students and alumni to achieve success in their crowdfunding ideas. 

Helena Astbury,

Alumni and Development 

Officer 

Molloy CML102 Book

14:30 - 16:00
Getting started in pedagogic 

research (for staff)

This session provides an introduction to some key journals, societies, and opportunities 

in learning and teaching research, and also includes some tips for a successful bid to 

the LTI Teaching Innovation/Retention and success schemes.

Learning & Teaching Institute Binks CBK106/1 Book

14.30-17.30

Interdisciplinary Research 

Brainstorming Session: Global 

Challenges Research Fund

A facilitated brainstorming session designed to strengthen interdisciplinary planning 

activities, initiatives and grant application to the Global Challenges Research Fund 

2019/20. The University currently receives circa £50k per year to support this initiative.

Cake will be provided! 

Prof Nick Avis, Pro Vice-

Chancellor  & 

Elizabeth Christopher, Director 

of RKTO

Molloy CML102 Book

Time Title Description Facilitator Venue Booking

10.00-11.00 Getting started with publishing

Professor Jason Powell will be delivering an exciting session about publishing in 

journals and the small but essential steps to learn to get your first paper published and 

continue publishing.

Jason is an experienced Editor-in-Chief of Illness, Crisis and Loss (Sage) and Associate 

Editor of The Canadian Journal of Sociology, one of the most prestigious social science 

journals in the world.

Prof. Jason Powell, Professor Binks CBK106/1 Book

11.00-11.30
REF 2021: Case Study of GID's 

Approach to REF Impact

This short session will provide an overview of Geography and International 

Development's approach to identifying potential REF impact case studies within the 

department which may become suitable for submission to REF2021.  The session will 

explore some hypothetical scenarios and outline the extent to which they meet 

'assumed' REF Impact criteria. 

Dr Katharine Welsh, 

Senior Lecturer GID
Binks CBK106/1 Book

11.30-12.30 Digital Humanities Roundtable An opportunity to meet and discuss the future of the Digital Humanities Centre
Dr Brendan O'Sullivan, 

Executive Dean

Beswick CBE001/4 

& /3
Book

Wednesday 18th April 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/crowdfunding-your-research-tickets-43751153879
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/getting-started-in-pedagogic-research-for-staff-tickets-44547420534
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/interdisciplinary-research-brainstorming-session-global-challenges-tickets-43891943986
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/getting-started-with-publishing-tickets-44138855505
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ref-2021-case-study-of-gids-approach-to-ref-impact-tickets-43751330407
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/digital-humanities-roundtable-tickets-44186012553


12.00-13:30 An Introduction to ChesterRep

An introduction to ChesterRep the University of Chester's institutional repository and 

an online platform which is designed to collate, store, and aid discoverability of 

research carried out at the university to the wider research community.

Practical sessions from 12.30

Sally Myers, 

Subject Librarian Binks CBK106/1
Book

15:00 - 17:00 Research Network Meeting

This will be the 2nd of our termly Research Network Meetings and discussion topics 

will include;  

- Avoiding predatory conferences and journals

- Research Strategy consultation

- Networking & Refreshments

Elizabeth Christopher, Director 

of Research & Knowledge 

Transfer

Binks CBK106/1 Book

Time Title Description Facilitator Venue Booking

11:00 - 12:00

An Overview of the Role of the 

Research & Knowledge Transfer 

Office 

This session gives an overview of how the RKT office can support you in your research 

and will also provide an opportunity for questions to the team. 
RKTO 

Westminster 

CWE124/2
Book

12.30-13.30
Where next for Gender Studies 

Research in Europe?

In this session, Professor Emma Rees, Director of the University of Chester’s Institute of 

Gender Studies will be joined in conversation by Professor Libora Oates-Indruchova, 

Austria’s first-ever Gender Studies professor, from the University of Graz. Emma and 

Libora will map the landscape of gender studies research in Europe today; they will 

consider the key areas of consensus and dissent in this broad and ever-shifting field; 

and they will discuss what implications Brexit might have for future research and 

teaching collaborations. It is anticipated that the discussion will last for around thirty 

minutes, with the audience being invited to join in for a further twenty.

Prof Emma Rees,

Director of the Institute of 

Gender Studies

Beswick CBE001/4 

& /3
Book

13.30-14.00
Mentoring Scheme and Research 

Mentors

Overview of the University-wide Mentoring Scheme and Mentoring Scheme for 

Research Staff. 

Julie Mulliner, Assistant 

Director of HRMS
Binks CBK010 Book

14.00-16.30

Interdisciplinary Research 

Brainstorming Session: Gender 

Equality

A facilitated brainstorming session designed to strengthen interdisciplinary planning 

activities, initiatives and grant applications in Gender Equality.

Cake will be provided! 

Prof June Keeling, 

Chester Medical School
Binks CBK010 Book

Thursday 19th April 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/an-introduction-to-chesterrep-tickets-43751421680
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/research-network-meeting-tickets-43752196999
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/an-overview-of-the-role-of-the-research-knowledge-transfer-office-tickets-43892421414
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/where-next-for-gender-studies-research-in-europe-tickets-43752453767
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mentoring-scheme-and-research-mentors-tickets-43752527989
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/interdisciplinary-research-brainstorming-session-gender-equality-tickets-43892710278


17.00-19.00

The Tractor Driver's Nemeses: 

Helpmates, Feminine Superwoman, 

and the Void of Masculinity

In this Institute of Gender Studies research seminar (free, and open to all), Professor 

Oates-Indruchova considers how research on gender under state socialism has been 

predominantly concerned with women in the labour force, including the issue of the 

double burden, state and private patriarchy, and women and welfare. This 

presentation will argue for the existence of far more diverse discourses of gender in 

late state socialism, on a scale from unchallenged residual patriarchal discourses to 

radical conceptual redefinitions of gender.

Prof Libora Oates-Indruchova, 

Professor of the

Sociology of Gender,

University of Graz,

Austria

Hollybank CHB009
e.rees@chester.

ac.uk 

mailto:e.rees@chester.ac.uk
mailto:e.rees@chester.ac.uk

