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Tell us about your placement provider
Capricorn is a rescue centre where a variety of animals 
come in everyday so each day can bring unusual and 
unexpected arrivals and a breadth of new contacts. The 
centre is supported by dedicated staff and volunteers. 
It offers a great opportunity to meet with its associates 
including local vets, the RSPCA and also all those who 
come along to rehome the animals or support their 
fund raising initiatives.

How did you secure your placement?
The Work Based Learning (WBL) team supported the 
process which involved emailing the Centre Manager, 
speaking and liaising over the phone.  Securing this 
opportunity ultimately involved an informal interview 
and attending a trial day where I got involved with 
a range of activities and worked with the team. The 
rescue centre is located in a rural area therefore 
spending time on site prior to placement allowed me 
to ensure that I fully understood the travel implications 
too. 

What were your expectations before 
placement? Have they been met?
My expectations were met, I handled a broad range 
of all animals and administer medicine. This allowed 
me to develop my comprehension of the importance 
of applying sound Health, Safety and Animal Welfare 
thorough good husbandry procedures and sanitisation 
techniques. I was delighted to be able back up my 
academic learning and put into action what I felt are the 
correct application of the health and welfare protocols 
which are so important within such a diverse animal 
rescue setting.

Tell us your thoughts on the Work Based 
Learning Programme.
The WBL process for securing an approved 
placement opportunity was easy to follow. The 
Placement Coordinator replied quickly to issues 
and concerns raised and were helpful in supporting 
and understanding emotional issues involved with 
combining academic studies and finding a suitable 
placement that fits with career aspirations and 
developing employability skills.
 

How will this placement help your future 
career plans?
I have always wanted to work in a rescue centre. The 
five week WBL placement scheme embedded within 
my level 5 degree studies gave me the confidence and 
motivation to seek out a rescue centre opportunity. 
This experience enabled me to confirm that I am on 
the right path to reach for my future ambitions. I have 
also had an opportunity to demonstrate my Animal 
Behaviour and Welfare skills in a real life setting and 
acquired contacts within my chosen career industry, 
who are happy to provide positive future references.

Do you have any advice for future WBL 
students?
Be prepared there is quite a lot to consider so make 
sure you don’t leave thinking about WBL until the last 
minute.  “Make sure you Plan, Plan, Plan” and get as 
much as you can done in advance. Stay polite too, it 
really helps when networking and working as part of a 
team.

Make the most of this WBL experience, 
it’s worth it.

Olivia Wilson
BSc (Hons) Animal Behaviour and Welfare
Capricorn Animal Centre

A department within Student FuturesA department within Student Futures


