
The Law School Moves
In April 2013 the Law School moved to its current 
home at 67 Liverpool Road. A £300,000+ 
refurbishment programme of this late Victorian 
building has created a modern teaching and 
working environment. The site has a mock 
courtroom, 2 seminar rooms, a student common 
room and o!ces for the law sta" and post graduate 
research students. The Building was formally 
opened by the Right Honourable Chris Grayling MP, 
Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice 
in March 2014.

in this issue...  student news & activities...  research news...  other news...
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news le t te r

During U.S. President George W. Bush’s 2002 State of the Union Address he 
laid the groundwork for the National Volunteers in Police Service (VIPS) Pro-
gram. With financial support from the Bureau of Justice Assistance, Office 
of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice, and management from the 
International Association of Chiefs of Police, the VIPS Program is celebrat-
ing its 10th year of providing support and resources to state, local, tribal, and 
campus law enforcement agencies interested in developing or enhancing a 
volunteer program and for citizens who wish to volunteer their time and skills 
with a law enforcement agency.

 
 

VOLUNTEERS IN 
POLICE SERVICE
!"#"$%&'()*+&+,"-&."+/0+1"%2(-"

Please note that car parking at the Chester 
Campus is limited to permit holders only.

Rosemary DeMenno
Volunteers in Police Service, International 
Association of Chiefs of Police, USA

10:00 – 12:00
Tuesday 13 November 2012

Westminster CWE019
University of Chester
Parkgate Road, Chester
CH1 4BJ 

THE FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCE

To book your place: 
Please contact 
Kirsty Taylor on 
01925 534698 or email  
kirstytaylor@chester.ac.uk 
by Thursday 8 November 
2012.
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Left to right: Phil Hunter, Head of Law School, HHJ Elgan 
Edwards, Jill Houlbrook, Lord Mayor of Chester, Professor Tim 
Wheeler, Vice Chancellor, Right Honourable Chris Grayling

University of Chester Law School



Student News and Activities

EU Trips...
In 2012/13 the Law School ran its first trip to the European 
Parliament, sponsored by local North West MEP Sajjidd 
Karim. The trip took place in April with students travelling 
from London to Brussels by Eurostar. The trip not only 
allowed students to experience first-hand, the workings of 
the EU but to also enjoy a city-break in Brussels. 

In the current academic year enhanced sponsorship was 
obtained from North West MEP Jacqueline Foster which 
allowed twenty 2nd and 3rd year law students to visit the 
European Parliament in Brussels. This time the sponsorship 
covered both the travel costs from Chester to Brussels and 
3* hotel accommodation.
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Pforzheim University...
The 2012 newsletter set out details of the first trip to 
Pforrzheim University by twelve 2nd year students. This 
arrangement has now ‘matured’ into a full annual exchange 
organised by Dr Martha Sampson (Chester) and Professor 
Barbara Lorinser (Pforzheim). The exchange occurs in May 
as part of the Law Experiential Project module. Our 
students visited Pforzheim for a week from 10th May with 
Pforzheim students coming to Chester the following week. 
In Germany our students were able to visit the German 
Constitutional Court, The European Court of Human Rights 
in Strasbourg and spend time at the University. This year 
twenty 2nd year students were funded by the Law School to 
travel to Germany. 
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DAMP Soc, Mooting etc...
The Law School operates a Debating and Advocacy 
Society which runs a range of internal and external 
‘practical’ skills activities. This year the Law School was 
involved in more external competitions than ever before. 
The Law School entered five national mooting 
competitions, the national negotiation competition and the 
national mediation competition organised by the Worshipful 
Company of Arbitrators. 

The Law School organised its third small regional mooting 
competition (5 universities being involved) at Liverpool 
Road in February 2014 with Belfast University triumphing! 
Thanks should be given to local barrister’s chambers Linen 
Hall Chambers who kindly provided sponsorship for the 
event. The Law School also organised its annual mock trial 
challenge with the University of Law – the mock trial takes 
place in Birkenhead Magistrates court in front of a lay 
magistrate and students from a local 6th form. The 
advocates’ prize this year was won by our 2nd year law 
student, Deyontae James.

The Student Law Society...
The student law society organises a range of social and 
educational events including for example, a thought 
provoking talk from local media lawyer, Mark Manley 
through to a walk around the Chester Walls – with a few 
pubs visited on the way! The highlight of this academic year 
was however the Student Law Society Law Ball which was 
held in the Town Hall. Sponsorship was kindly provided by 
local barristers’ chambers – St Johns Buildings. The 
Honorary Presidents of the student law society: HH Judge 
Elgan Edwards and HH Judge Derek Halbert were both in 
attendance.

Student Law Society Masquerade Ball 2014
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Milking it for Money!
If you want to fully understand what is Milking it for Money 
have a look at:

http://www.chester.ac.uk/node/21051
In 2012 some students approached Dr Matt Garrett and 
asked if he would poor a bottle of milk over his head! 
Jokingly Matt said that he would, if £350 could be raised for 
charity! The joke became a project with the chosen charity 
in 2012/13 academic year being MIND. At the inaugural 
‘milking’ event over 20 students raised £600+ for MIND.

Matt then decided that this should become an annual 
activity with an organising committee made up of Matt and 
law student volunteers. This year the target has been to 
raise £1500 for 2 organisations MIND and the Countess of 
Chester Hospital. More fundraising events have taken place 
over the course of the year and the total raised is now in 
excess of £1500 with hopefully Santander providing 
additional sponsorship as well. http://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/milkingitformoney 

Volunteering and MRA Law...
The University operates a volunteering scheme that 
undergraduate students are encouraged to join. 
Volunteering helps students develop a range of key skills. 
One of the key areas where law students volunteer is with 
Chester and Cheshire West CAB with whom we have 
strong links due to Wendy Steel, a senior lecturer in the Law 
School, being a Director and Trustee of the organisation. 
This provides excellent training as much of the work is 
supporting ‘clients’ who have come for advice about legal 
problems.

Within the Law School, although it forms part of the 
university volunteering scheme, there are dedicated law 
student volunteers who support Law School staff at Open 
Days and Applicant Days. Quite simply, these days would 
not run as well without this assistance. Regular meetings 
take place during the year between Chris Broad and Matt 
Garrett (the undergraduate programme leaders) and the 
student law volunteers.  The students are central to the 
planning and organisation of these events. 

University of Chester Law School 
Students Milking it for Money

https://email.chester.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=ax06HVnfnE2Q-pRopfduLehEeTmdUtEIeyya5AbsJui7ZZnzV3z05z_Y3PRCOBWFWumEX8aw5Qw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.chester.ac.uk%2fnode%2f21051
https://email.chester.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=ax06HVnfnE2Q-pRopfduLehEeTmdUtEIeyya5AbsJui7ZZnzV3z05z_Y3PRCOBWFWumEX8aw5Qw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.chester.ac.uk%2fnode%2f21051
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/milkingitformoney
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/milkingitformoney
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/milkingitformoney
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/milkingitformoney
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The University has long held the view that work experience 
is a key part of the development of undergraduate 
students. Every 2nd year law student has the opportunity to 
undertake a 6 week placement. The students development 
is enabled, both by a mentor at the placement provider and 
one of the law lecturers – this year Maria Rushton and 
Hayley Whitaker are providing the support. Some of the 
placements being undertaken by this years’ students are at 
Chester Against Business Crime, Poole Alcock Solicitors, 
NACRO, Byrne & Co. Solicitors Ltd, Cheshire East Council, 
DGM solicitors, CAB, Hill Dickinson LLP and Absence 
Protection Ltd.

Research News
The Launch of the Forum for Research into 
Equality and Diversity (FRED)...
The Forum for Equality and Diversity was formally launched 
at a conference on 5th March 2014 which looked at 
challenges for equality in 21st century. Over 100 delegates 
attended. The centre is run by senior law lecturer, Chantal 
Davies. The conference has been followed by 5 CPD 
training events covering a range of issues from a mock 
employment tribunal on a discrimination issue through to 
dealing with mental health issues in the workplace 
(organised with MIND by Matt Garrett). The Forum will 
focus on and specialise in research and knowledge transfer 
activities in the area of diversity and equality in the 
workplace and within higher education.
Plans are already being formulated for next year such as a 
joint conference on the Equality Act 2010 with Liverpool 
University. Smaller events on legal history and diversity, 
sexual orientation and the Human Rights Act are also 
planned. The forum also wants to focus on PhD study and 
from September it is planned that there will be 3 PhD 
students working on research into different areas of 
diversity and equality such as: The experience of students 
with a specific learning difficulty studying in Higher 
Education, Health Tourism, Immigration and Human Rights 
and Diversity issues relevant to the recruitment of female 
lawyers. For more details on FRED go to: http://
www.chester.ac.uk/fred

http://www.chester.ac.uk/fred
http://www.chester.ac.uk/fred
http://www.chester.ac.uk/fred
http://www.chester.ac.uk/fred
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HEA Sponsored Workshop...
In July 2013 the Law School again received support from 
the Higher Education Academy to run a workshop, which 
on this occasion focused on Assessment. The organiser 
and facilitator was the Law School’s Head, Philip Hunter. 
The workshop was convened to provide an opportunity for 
lecturers from di"erent subject disciplines to come together 
to discuss the role of assessment in promoting student 
development and also to discuss di"erent methods by 
which to assess students in order to provide them with a 
‘formal’ setting in which to demonstrate development of a 
wide range of skills and knowledge. Further information can 
be found via: http://bit.ly/17WNDHx

Medical Law Research...
Caroline Chappell, senior lecturer, in the Law School 
presented a paper at the international and multi-disciplinary 
'Talking Bodies ' conference on body identity integrity 
disorder. Caroline has also worked collaboratively with the 
Faculty of Health and Social care to create an MSc in 
Medico Legal Practice and has just completed a Paper with 
Professor Ben Green from that Faculty for publication in the 
Journal of Advances in Psychiatric treatment The article 
looks at expert opinion in cases of suicide giving rise to 
allegations of negligence.

Law Film and Literature...
A key module on our LLM course is Law Film and 
Literature. Wendy Steel, programme leader for the LLM 
runs this module and also researches in this area. She is 
currently conducting research into: An examination and 
analysis of the perceptions of law students in relation to the 
depiction and representation of female lawyers in the media 
and film. Wendy will be presenting a paper on this area at 
the International Higher Education Teaching and Learning 
Association Conference in Utah in January 2015.

Criminal Justice Research...
Dr Jac Armstrong, lecturer in the Law School, has 
presented a number of conference papers on his research 
area of restorative justice and he will be presenting a paper 
at The Stockholm Criminology Symposium 2014 entitled 
“Culture carriers” and the commodification of restorative 
justice” and a further paper entitled “Revisiting Legal 
Interpretivism from Epistemological Perspectives” at the 
Society of Legal Scholars Annual Conference in 
Nottingham, in September. Jac has also written a number 
of academic articles on this area one of the most recent 
being “Rethinking the restorative retributive justice 
dichotomy: is reconciliation possible?” Contemporary 
Justice Review, Vol. 16, No. 4, 2013.

https://email.chester.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=iMrY63OMJkuoyZlLAlyYXMIydGbtUtEIKsr4JP7WWAABIIbTbjySEkfOcjj2rl7Gq-AJuYb8IGI.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fbit.ly%2f17WNDHx
https://email.chester.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=iMrY63OMJkuoyZlLAlyYXMIydGbtUtEIKsr4JP7WWAABIIbTbjySEkfOcjj2rl7Gq-AJuYb8IGI.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fbit.ly%2f17WNDHx
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Continuing Research into Student 
Expectation...
The Law School continues to research and disseminate 
information in this area (see previous newsletters) and in 
2013 at the Society of Legal Scholars Conference in 
Edinburgh Chris Broad and Kathryn Dutton presented a 
poster presentation focusing on undergraduate law 
students' expectations in the context of the then recently 
published Legal Education &Training Review. Empirical data 
collected over the course of a five year longitudinal study 
enabled comparisons to be made in the findings between 
different year cohorts of student motivation for and 
expectation of undergraduate law studies.

Other News
Links with the Local Legal Community...
The Law School is delighted to be extending and 
strengthening its links with the local legal community. The 
University has played host to a number of Chester and 
North Wales Law Society training events and also hosted a 
visit to the North West by Des Hudson, Chief Executive of 
the National Law Society, in November 2012. Local law 
firms, individual solicitors and barristers have been most 
generous with their time and undertake a wide variety of 
activities to support the development of our students. 
Thanks go to: Hill Dickinson LLP, Knights LLP, Hillyer 
McKeown LLP, Rowlinsons Solicitors, Manleys, St Johns 
Buildings, Linen Hall Chambers, DWF LLP, Chester and 
Cheshire West Legal Services, First Direct PLC legal team, 
Ellis Whittam, the Crown Prosecution Service, Chester and 
Cheshire West CAB, HH Judge Elgan Edwards, HH Judge 
Derek Halbert and Chester Magistrates Court Association.

Particular thanks should also go to our Public Law lecturer 
Maria Rushton for arranging for Stephen Mosley MP to 
attend and talk to the students about life as a Westminster 
MP.
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A brief snapshot of what some of our graduates are up to: 
Elizabeth Naylor (2010 LLB graduate) solicitor with 
Roythornes Solicitors, Joshua Walters (2011 LLB graduate) 
Pupil at Fenners Chambers, Cambridge, Gemma Walker 
(2008 LLB graduate) solicitor with Rowlinsons Solicitors, 
Lauren Roberts (2010 LLB graduate) solicitor with Duncan 
Gibbins, Stephanie Edge (2010 LLB graduate) Litigation 
Assistant with Simons Rodkin Litigation Solicitors, Rachel 
Butterfield (2008 LLB graduate) support assistant, childrens 
social care at Leeds City Council, James Dodd (2010 LLB 
Graduate) finance RBC Capital Markets, investment bank, 
London; Kevin Harris (2008 LLB graduate) Business 
Development Executive Amshire Solutions Ltd (IT 
company), Ruth Randall (International Development Studies 
with Law 2012) management information analyst at Hazell 
Carr, John Morrow (International Development Studies with 
Law 2012) PhD studies.

Best Wishes...
The Law School gives best wishes for the future to Dr 
Kathryn Dutton who was until December 2013 Deputy Head 
of the Law School. Kathryn played a key role in the 
development of the Law School from the time she joined 
the University in 2006. Kathryn has left Chester to take up a 
senior lecturing post at the University of Bradford. 


